
A big part of knowing where we’re heading 
is remembering where we came from. 










Southwestern Bell employee Susan Bear with her granddaughter, Ashley. 
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Communications isn’t just about fiber-optics and digital networks. It’s about 
hopes, dreams and ideas that need to be passed on and kept alive. That’s why the 
thousands of Oklahomans who work for Southwestern Bell are keeping one eye on 

our future. And the other on our heritage. 
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Visit us at www.swbell.com on ihe internet. 
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WeVe been North America's 
growth company for 
100 years. 


O^n 


It's not all that iinustial for a com- 
anticipate growth over 
a period of quarters, or even 
lfHlV€TSClP^ years. But what about decades? 
Or even centuries? 

At Weyerhaeuser, that kind of long- 
term thinking lias been second nature 
since our founding in 19<K). We started 
Anicricas’s first tree fiirni to make timber 
an endlessly renewable resource. We 
developed High Yield Forestry to 
increase wood yields for decades to 
come. And now we're finding innova- 
tive ways to pn)duce our products more 
efticiently and profitably. 

We'fe also planting 40 million seedlings 
this year for harvest in the 
Because when you Ve been grt>wing as 
long as we have, you like to think ahead 
a hundred vears or so. 


www.weyerhaeusencom 


^ Weyerhaeuser 


The fwfwre is growing"' 







H'ith plains and trains, who needs automobiles? 

The Amtrak* Heartland Flyer is your 
ticket to freedom. Huge, comfortable 
seats and picturesque views lei 



you relax while you speed through the 


plains of Oklahoma. And. whether 


you’re making a. short trip in-staie 


' or connecting in. Texas to one of 


over 500 destinations, the snack 


car will make sure that you won't get 
there with an -empty stomach. For 


information on fares and reservations, 
call your travel agent or Amtrak 


j 


at 1-800-USA-RAlL 




www.amtrak'.com 
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25 YEARS AGO 
This summer 1975 
issue featured as its 
cover story ^^Guns of 
the Law and Out- 
law,*^ about a 
collection of firearms 
at Lawton's Museum 
of the Great Plains, A 
few of these guns are 
still on exhibit. 
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Associate editor Jennifer Breedlove 
joined the Oklahoma Today staff Iasi 
September, moving back to her native 
state after graduate studies at Northwest- 
ern University’s Medill School of Journal- 
ism. A magazine person at heart (she’s a 
former British Cosmopolitan intern), 
Breedlove is also a devoted golfer, and her 
article on the best round of eighteen in 
Oklahoma appears on page 58. “It was 
actually twenty degrees out with frost on 
the ground when I was researching this 
piece,” says the twenty-eight-year old, 
whose scorecard currently hovers around 
a hundred. “I’m not very good, but I’m 
definitely addicted.” 


Exhibits chairman for the International 
Photography Hall of Fame at Omniplex in 
Oklahoma City, Yousef Khanfar has more 
than twenty-five years of experience in 
fine art landscape photography. His photo 
essay, “Search for Beauty,” (page 34) gives 
a brief glimpse of his body of work. “1 love 
the diversity of Oklahoma’s landscape,” 
says Khanfar, though he doesn’t limit 
himself to Oklahoma. He frequently 
travels around the world seeking that 
perfect shot. Sixty of those images make 
up his new book, Voices of Light 
(Proguide, $60). 




Photographing golf courses is an 
interesting way to make a living for 
someone who plays very little golf, but 
that’s exactly the case for Mike Klemme. 
Klemme was an ad salesman for the Enid 
News & Eagle eighteen years ago when 
he bought a camera for fun and discov- 
ered his passion. Since then he has 
become an internationally recognized 
golf course photographer with numer- 
ous magazine articles and three books to 
his credit, including Golf Resorts of the 
World (Harry N. Abrams, $49.50). Says 
the photographer, “I think golf courses 
are the ultimate expression of man and 
nature working together.” 
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LAWTON 

FORT SILL. 

Now this is OUahoma! 


You'll And it In 
historic Fort Sill, 
Geronimo's grave or 
one of our numerous 
museums — pieces of 
Oklahoma heritage. 


"Sr- 




You’ll see It in the vast 
J»lue shy over the 
Wichita Mountains 
Wildlife Befuge, 
vAiere huffalo and 
elh graze— visions of 
landscapes. 

You'll feel it at our 
special events and 
in the warmth of 
the people — the 
Oklahoma spirit. 





^ . OKIAHOM 

■ ^ NAIMAWERia 

‘ For more Information about Great Plains Country call (580) 4£^|^l0 


InliuiiT at (SOO) »l9r4540 
wwwJccLorV 



EDITOR 



AND 


STILL GET WHERE 
YOU*RE GOING 




235-RIDE 


The Oklahoma Spirit shuttles 
THE 1-40 AND Meridian area, 
Stockyards and downtown 

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK. 



Experience La Dolce Vita 

fitlsas premttre hot^i effen Ittxury 

accommodatiojjs, wureting rooms, pmonoUzed 
servkt, atid ametiides suimhk for mosi eUs- 

cenihtg bminas or tmoekr 

14^1- & Main - luisa • 1.888.408.«282 
Member: Historie Hotels of America 



Tulsds Premier Boutiqite Hotel 



Scar Tissue 

I 'VE HAi:i MANY SETS OF STfTCHES^SUTURES IN EMERGENCY ROOM PARLANCE— 
in niy accident-prone lifetime, but none in childhood have retained 
much shock value over the years. Yes, I screamed bloody murder at the age of eight 
when my bike flipped over and the kickstand went diving into my thigh. And yes, with 
a cut over my eye, I held on to the bathroom sink for dear life, pleading with my par- 
ents not to drag me to the hospital for yet another round of local anesthetic. How much 
soul-searching went on post-bike ride, post-dodge ball game? HI never remember 
Last month, however, I decided to bake some chocolate chip cookies while reading 
the Time Person of the Century issue. Preferring the cookie dough myself, I began 
delivering the final product to some friends a few blocks away. In my haste to be a 
good neighbor, I ran down the steps to my car in an overly fa.shionable pair of plat- 
form sandals, falling off the curb, shattering the plate, and landing on a shard of an- 
tique china. Two hours later at Saint Anthony Hospital, 

I received eight stitches in my forearm. Favorite Princeton 
sweatshirt ruined; shoes ceremoniously dumped. 

What does all of this have to do with the Travel Is- 
sue? It is relevant for two reasons. One, always wear sen- 
sible shoes when maneuvering about the world. Fash- 
ion be damned. Two— and this is more important — 
stop to enjoy this world we live in. While the shock tem- 
pered the pain, watching my own blood pumping and 
gushing out of my body certainly awakened something 
in me. And now, rather than lament this rather ugly scar, 

Tve come to regard it as a personal symbol of my mor- 
tality, how precious life is, and how much good actu- 
ally surrounds us. 

Humans have tried to communicate these personal revelations to one another for 
generations. Recently they were cinematically conveyed in Anieriatn Beauty. In this 
mesmerizing film, a teenage boy spends every free moment videotaping the world of 
suburbia around him. In one of the film's more poignant moments, he shows his 
girlfriend a fifteen- minute clip of a plastic bag floating amid autumn leaves on a side- 
walk. Bag auef leaves floating far Jifteen minutes. For him, its simplicity was marvel- 
ously beautiful — almost more beautiful than he could bear. For the audience, this 
character’s attention to beauty was gripping, reminding the viewer of life’s real point. 

Which brings me to “Search for Beauty,” our extraordinary portfolio of landscapes 
around Oklahoma. Photographer Yousef Khanfar's zest for the natural world is so 
clearly evident in these stunning images — images in your own statewide backyard 
(page 34}. “Black Book,” associate editor Aimee Downs’s annual T ravel Issue tome, 
is also a celebration of the world around us. Late last year, she asked the staff of 
Ofe/ahorna lodayto reflect on their favorite destinations, people, and things within 
the state so that we might bring those bits of joy to your life. Check it out on page 
43, and then tell us about a few of your favorite things. We’ll post your suggestions 
on our website. 

Hopefully you wo nT require a trip to the nearest emergency room to learn what I 
did a few weeks ago. Just remember: sensible shoes, beautiful world. Keep moving. 
Pay attention. 
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c H LI 271-5000 PhysicianFinder 


WOMEK^S CARE 


Specioi doctors. Spec ini core. 


New Life Center at Presbyteriun 
Hospital - ChildbiitK is one of 
life s most important events. It is 
the beginning of a spectacular 
journey for me child and all the 
special people who surround the 
new bah)': mother^ father, sib- 
ling, gr^dparents and friends. 

At the^ew Life Center^ our staff 
recognizes the value and impor- 
tance of fam ily in the life of a 
newborn. With the family in 
mind, the Center is dedicated to 
the care of both mother and baby, 
and offers a complete set o f child- 
birth classes before and after the 
baby's birth. 

Gfeot Expectotions Women's Center 
at University HospitoJ —The birth 

of your baby can be a wonderful 
experience at our Women's 
Center. The doctors, nurses and 
professional staff at the Center 
are dedicated to helping make 
each delivery as pleasant and safe 
as possible. In addition to its 
overall warmth and caring. Great 
Expectations is also known for its 
reputation as the "place to go" for 
high-risk pregnancies. Common 
hi^-risk pregnancy services 
include genetic counseling, mul- 
tiple births and a mother with 
diabetes, toxemia, pre-term labor 
or pre-term rupture of the mem- 
brane, Combine this with educa- 
tional classes, special care nurs- 
eries and the intensive care unit, 
as well as a women's urgent care 
center for night and weekend 
minor emetgendes, and you have 
the very best choice for one of the 
most important times in your life. 


Newborn Intensive Core Units ot 
Presbyterian and Children's 
Hospiials — Taking care of prema- 
ture and seriousiy ill newborns 
takes special doctors and nurses 
with specially designed equip- 
ment . You can rest at ease when 
you deliver your baby at 
Presbyterian or University 
Hospitals, knowing that special 
care for your baby is on^ 
moments away. Somethuigyou 
can't count on at many freestand- 
ing birthing centers. 

Infertility Progrom ot Presbyterian 
Hospital — Having a child and 
building a family is usually associ- 
ated with joy and anticipation. 
However, as many as IO-15 per- 
cent of couples face the problem 
of infertility. For couples having 
difficulties conceiving, the 
infertility Center can offer hope. 
The doctors and staff understand 
your prablems and concerns, 
while utilizing state-of-the-art 
clinic and laboratory treatment 
options to help solve your infer- 
tility problems. 

Inpatient RehcbiJitation Center at 
Presbyterian Hospital — The 
Center is specially designed to 
help you recover from suigery. 
accidents or serious illnesses. Our 
treatment plans are designed 
specifically for you, because your 
needs are different. The go^ is 
for you to achieve the hipest 
level of physical, emotional and 
social independence possible. 

The Center is pait or the exten 


Children's Hospital of Oklahoma - 
While we hope you'll never need 
the services of Children s 
Hospital, it is reassuring to know 
that specialized care for newborns 
and ciiildren of all ages is only a 
block away. 

University of Oklohoma Institute 
for Breost Health - The Institute 
takes the waiting and anxiety out 
of having a marrunopram, because 
they want you to feef comfortable 
instead of having anxious 
thoughts and fears. The Institute 
is unique because its patients are 
given a full examination during 
an appointment. FoUowing the 
mammogram, a doctor immedi- 
ately reads the images and explains 
the ffndings to the patient, Ii fur- 
ther evaluation is needed, these 
procedures are completed during 
the same appointment. 

Physician Finder - To find a doctor 
that uses Presl^erian. Children s 
or Univemty Ho^itals services, 
call the PhysicianFinder referral 
phone line at 


As a woTnan^you 
ivant medical services 
deseed especially Jbr 
jou andjQur lifestyle. 

Childrens and 
Universi^ Hospitals 
we^ciali^m the 
seryjces^u want and 
need. In association 
widr some of the 
private p^^idans 
andjaaJ^jhom the 
Universip of 
Oklahoma, we ofer 
compassionate care no 
matter wkatjour 
or needs. Ranging 
jwm h^-risk 
prenatal care to 
spedali^d geriatric 
mental heahK ^ 


prcgrams, e^cialp 
fyr women. 


i pair 
vices 

University Health 


sive rehab services provided by 
' L fertners. 


Presbyterian.Children’s 8..Unlversity Hospitals 

700 NE I STH 405.371. SIOO 020 Nt I 3TH 405,371 .5437 1200 N EVeRETT Oil. 40S. 37 1.4700 ALL OKC. OH 73104 W WW * U H I V 6 f S j t y H 0 0 I t h i C O fH 

lllUnhiersilir Health Partners 


TOM LUKER 
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Goldbergt 

jiiti &te»r legend i #f tlH Fillt 


POSTSCRIPT 


The Best and the Brightest 

BHJ Goldberg, the uber pro wrestler 
from Tulsa who was featured on our 
January- February 2000 covers cor>tio- 
ues to gain stature in the wrestling 
world. According to TheSport/ng News, 
he comes in at No. 87 for their listing of 
the 1 00 most important people in 
sports for the millennium. Congratula- 
tions also go out to Mitsuye Cono¥cr* 
Our OKT Profile in the same issue, the 
Bartlesville high school history teacher 
is one of four on the short list for the 
nations Teacher of the Year competi- 
tion. The winner will be announced by 
President Clinton in April. 


Consensus 

For several years* my Christmas 
present from Paul Sharp (proud history 
professor emeritus at OU, among other 
things) has been a subscription to Okla- 
homa Today. We also have subscrip- 
tions to a few other magazines with a 
geographic focus. We congratulate Fo- 
lio, your industry trade publication, for 
confirmation of our notion that Okla- 
homa Today is the "*Best Regional 
Magazine."^ They picked 1999, but it 
could have been the year before, and I 
dare say, the year after. 

Thurman White 
Norman 


Tail-Wagging 

I just finished reading ''Dogged,’" the 
From the Editor column in the lanii- 
ary-February issue of Oklahoma Today. 
I must say, it really struck a note with 
me. 1 recently retired from forty years 
of veterinary practice caring for “dog 
people"' and their pets. 

For more than twenty years 1 collabo- 
rated with the late Bill Tarrant, gun dog 
editor for Field & Stream magazine, on 
many articles. Many times we discussed 
this magical bond between people and 
their pets. He wrote a wonderful book, 
The Magic of Dogs 1 Lyons & Burford, 
$22.95], about this very subject. Your 
editorial comments said it all, much 
like his book. From one dog person to 
another, thank you. 

R.D. Royse, D.V.M. 

Wichita, Kansas 


Paradise, Okiahoma 

When I first moved to Oklahoma, 
someone remarked, to my surprise, 
that Oklahoma is the garden spot of the 
country. After reading Oklahoma To- 
day for two years, 1 believe they were 
correct. You truly make me want to 
visit all of the wonderful places about 
which you write. 

Jeri Justice 
Oklahoma City 


Hometown Proud 

Having lived in Duncan and now in 
Durham, North Carolina, we really en- 
joyed seeing parts of Duncan in your 
January-February issue. The Cedar 
Street Grill is tops for burgers, and the 
Lindley House Bed & Breakfast is a 
must-stop for travelers. Thanks for a 
snapshot of a great hometown. 

The lames and Can Banks family 
Durham, North Carolina 


Off the Mat 

1 enjoyed reading the article “Legends 
of the Falls'" in your january-February 
issue, especially regarding the Brisco 
brothers. Jack and Gerry, Your readers 
in Blackwell, Oklahoma, would want 
you to know that lack was a three-time 
state champion wrestler while attending 
Blackwell High School, not Stillwater 
High as noted in your article. In addi- 
tion to being a state champion wrestler, 
he also was selected to the Oklahoma 
All-State football team. He went on to 
OSU upon graduating from Blackwell 
High School, 

Ron Morris 
Greeley, Colorado 

Failure to Appear 

I found it very interesting and infor- 
mative to read Louise Abercrombie’s 
article “Town and Country” in the No- 
vember- December issue of Oklahoma 
Today. The article took Ponca City 
from its early beginnings in 1893, 
through its growth, and on to the fine 
city It is today. Abercrombie addressed 
numerous points of interest, one being 
a bronze statue of Standing Bear and his 
successful trial against the state of Ne- 
braska, which resulted in Native Ameri- 
cans being recognized under the Four- 
teenth Amendment. This is a significant 
right Native Americans deserve — ^one 
which was much too late in coming. 

In recognizing landmarks and statues 
in and around Ponca City, however, 
Abercrombie omitted the most impor- 
tant statue of all, the very well-known 
and internationally famous statue of the 
pioneer woman and her son. This statue 
was built in the late Thirties, thanks to 
the efforts of E.W. Marland. It com- 
memorates the pioneer woman’s sig- 
nificant part in the winning of the West. 
The attractionsof Ponca City cannot be 
properly visited without first recogniz- 
ing the statue of the pioneer woman. 

John Harlan 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Our apologies to Oklahoma Today read- 
ers and author Louise Abercrombie. In an 
editing oversight we accidentally cut out 
Abercrombie's original references to the 
Pioneer Woman statue. a trip to 

Ponca City woidd be incomplete without a 
visit to this important monument. 

Sealed with a Kiss 

1 have long talked of the wonderful 
possibilities of an Oklahoma -focused 
music issue, so how wonderful it was to 
get my hands on the July-August 1999 
edition of Oklahoma Today. 

rd like to offer a personal story about the 
innovative, Norman-born Flaming Lips 
which made this Oklahoman proud. Trav- 
eling in Italy a few years ago, a friend and I 
left the famed Uffizi gallery in a historic 
section of Florence and were surprised to 
come upon a tiny but wonderful record 


shop* Standing out in a special place on 
the wall behind the cash register was a 
rare, bright silver, multi-disc compilation 
by the Flaming Lips* I excitedly voiced to 
my buddy how strange and anomalous it 
was to see the Lips in such an exotic place! 
The proprietor of the store^ — a beautiful 
young Italian woman — was equally as 
excited to hear us talking of the band, and 
for the next fifteen minutes she effused 
over the Lips genius. 

When she discovered we were from 
Oklahoma, we were practically consid- 
ered disciples to these musical messi- 
ahs. Her excitement and knowledge of 
the band was unbelievable. In fact, 
throughout Europe the Flaming Lips 
are often regarded with an enthusiasm 
and deference that one rarely sees even 
in their home state* They may not have 
the sales of Garth, Reba, or Hanson, 


Corrections; An incorrect phone number 
ran with the Van*s Pig Stand story, page 
50, in the January- February 2000 issue* 
The correct number is (405) 27 J -8704* 

but one would be hard-pressed to 
name a more influential musical act 
from Oklahoma during the 1990s than 
the Flaming Lips. 

David Stephenson 
Dean of Students, The American 
School of Guadalajara 
Guadalajara, falisco, Mexico 

Ok/d/iomtJ Today welcomes the views of 
readers. Letters are subject to editing and must 
include name* address, and a daytime phone 
number. Send letters to; Ofe/ofioma Today ^ Attn. 
Editor* P.O. Box 53384, Oklahoma City, OK 
73IS2 or fax to (405) 522-4588. Address 
electronic mail to letters@okfahomatoday.com. 







For a great room in 
Oklahoma, check into 
one of these Choice Hotels. 
Rates so low, you'll be Dancing! 


Call 1 -800-4 Choice and ask for L-Today, 
or call your local travel agent 


CLARION HOTEL 

Oklahoma Cily Airport — 737 S* Meridian 

COMFORT INN 

Blackwell- 1201 N. 44th St. 

Durant “21 12 W. JVlain St 
El Reno — 1-40 and Countiy Club Rd. 

Enid - 2 1 0 N. Van Buren 
Oklahoma City —4240 W. 1-40 Service Rd* 
Oklahoma City North -4625 NE 120th St. 
Oklahoma City/Moore — 1809 N. Moore Ave. 
Oklahoma — 5405 N* lancoln Ave* 

COMFORT SUITES 

Tulsa -8338 E. 6Ist St. 

ECONOIODGE 

Norman - 100 26th Dr. SW 
Oklahoma City North — 74 12 N* Biyant 
Oklahoma Gty Airport - 1-40 & Meridian 


QUAUTYINKS 

Oklahoma Ci^ ^ 5704 Mostellar Dr. 

Oklahoma City West — 720 S* iVlacArthur Blvd 
Oklahoma City Southwest - 7800 C*A. 

Henderson Blvd. 

Oklahoma North - 12001 Northwest l^wy 

SLEEP INN 

Oklahoma City/Edmond -3608 S. Broadway Ext. 
Guthrie —414 Heather Rd. (ofl of 1-35) 

Tulsa — 3 1 St and Memorial 
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By Jennifer Breedlove 




How to be the most 
stylish, well-equipped 
player on the course 




1 0 



Miniature Golf 

Forget T-bail. Start youngsters off with a sport 
that will last them a lifetime. Several manufac- 
turers make dubs for kids as young as three, 
like this set from US Kids. Golf USA, 
Oklahoma City, {405) 755'0888. Bag, 
$59.93; clubs, $24.95-$34,95. 




to ki 


7 - 


aft 


Well Rounded 

A fun way to show your support for your 
favorite team — or state. OU balls at Jimmie 
Austin pro shop, {405) 325-6716, $2; OSU 
balls at Chris' University Spirit, (405) 377- 
0555, $2.75; Oklahoma logo balls at Foun- 
tainhead Golf Course, {918) 689-3209, or 
Governor’s Mansion gift shop, (405) 557- 
0158, $9/skeve. 



The Nineteenth Hole 

These etched glasses by 
Sterling Cut Glass are just the 
way to have a relaxing drink 
with your foursome and 
recount the day's triumphs 
and mishaps blow-by-blow. 
The Golf Store, Oklahoma 
City, (405) 755-5733. $24.99. 
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TOOLLDGIC*# 


Tool Time 

Only the size of a credit card» the Tool Logic Golf has practically everything a 
player needs: a divot tool, ball marker, ballpoint pen, groove scraper, grip 
rest, and a brush. Available at Brookstone in Oklahoma City, (405) 810-8505; 
or Oshman’s in Tulsa, (918) 252-0237. 


Thar She Blows 

One of the greatest challenges on Oklahoma courses 
is the wind that “goes sweeping down the plains.” 
The GustBuster won’t turn inside out, even in the 
strongest gale- force winds one is likely to encounter 
during eighteen holes. Steve McCollom at Edmond 
Golf calls it the fastest-selling umbrella he carries, 
even in the off-season. (405) 340-6767. $30-$45. 


Gone Fishin' 

Any honest golfer will admit to losing 
his or her share of balls to the great 
water gods. The 1 Gotcha spring-loaded retriever 
snaps closed over the golf ball to ensure a safe return 
to dry land. Proline Retrievers makes several models, 
but their Executive Pocket Ball Retriever retracts to a 
mere 14 inches. Available at Golf USA in Oklahoma 
City, (405) 755-0888. $29.95. 


Plotting Your 
Course 

The Oklahoma Golf 
Map details the state’s 
187 courses with their 
addresses and phone 
numbers. Available at 
Golf Passport in 
Oklahoma City, (405) 
949-0011. 


Home Turf 

Let visitors know where 
your heart belongs — on 
the golf course at OU — 
with this door mat. 
Jimmie Austin pro shop 
in Norman, (405) 325- 
6716. $49. 


No More Tan Lines 

The telltale sign of a true golfer is one distinctly pale 
hand — white from spending many sunny hours on 
the golf course with one glove on. Finally, manufac- 
turers are catching on with a glove that gives the 
required grip while allowing the sun through. (Still, 
don’t forget the sunscreen!) The Evertan and Lady 
Fairway gloves come in several styles and colors. Her 
Golf in Edmond, (405) 330-0623. $9-$18.50. 


On the Mark 

No more fumbling on the 
green for loose change 
to mark your ball. 

Edmond golf pro 
Margaret Ward 
makes these ball 
markers out of old 
coins she finds at flea 
markets. To order 
markers with specific 
dates, call Ward at (405) 399- 
3534. Also available at Her 
Golf, (405) 330-0623. $8 each. 
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A Time to Knead 

Fort Gibson Bread Bake 


T HERE’S NOTHING LIKE THE SMELL OF 
fresh-baked bread, but how about the 
smell of 200 loaves baked in an oven the 
size of a small room? Visitors to the seventh an- 
nual Bread Bake Day at the historic site of Fort 
Gibson will find out March 25. 

The 1850s brick and stone oven, with its 
noisy iron door, is a remnant of the site’s days 
as a military fort. It takes a lengthy four days 
and a lot of freshly split wood to heat the 
12x12x5 foot antique to an even temperature 
before the cooking can begin. 

The baker, dressed in an old-fashioned beige 
tunic, suspenders, wool pants, and a military cap, 
stands beside the oven with his peel, a six- foot- 
long tool made of wood used to remove the pip- 
ing hot bread from the oven. Visitors watch as the 
dough is prepared and then wait for a sample. 
Some even hope to get their hands on the authen- 


tic bread recipe. Others prefer to bring their own 
dough, everything from cookies to pizza crusts, 
to be cooked in the historic oven. 

While the bread is the primary attraction, 
there also will be nineteenth-century dance 
lessons and the site’s other historic buildings 
and the museum, which features period cloth- 
ing and an assortment of military weapons, are 
open for browsing. For souvenier shoppers, a 
small bookstore and a stockade trading post 
are nearby. 

— Priscilla Mohnkern 

The Fort Gibson Historical Site is open year 
round. Take U.S. Highway 69 in Muskogee to U.S. 
62, then east to State Highway 80 and go two miles 
north. Adults 53, seniors $2.50, ages six to eighteen 
$1, and children five and under free. 9a.m.-5 p.m. 
Public Bread Bake, March 25th. (918) 478-4088 



Red Dirt Gardens: Spring Cleaning 


Now that the daffodils are blooming, it’s lime to think about 
the bulbs you have planted in your garden. Most tulips are an- 
nuals, so they won’t bloom year after year, especially in Okla- 
homa, where the soils tend to be heavy and the summers hot. So 
unless Darwin hybrid tulips or species tulips were planted (these 
will often perennialize), pull tulips out once flowers have faded. 

To replenish daffodil bulbs for next year’s show, make sure to 
cut off seed heads but leave the foliage intact for at least one 
month. Some say to keep the foliage around until it dies a 
natural death, but with the mild and long springs we’ve 
been having, the leaves hang on forever — an annoy- 
ance that detracts from spring annuals. 

Bulbous plants can also be planted now 
for the summer garden, and some 


natives should flower reliably for many years. Native species 
of gay feather, or blazing star, are bulbous plants that natural- 
ize well with grasses. The tall purple spikes make excellent cut 
flowers and are a horticultural curiosity since the flowers at the 
spike’s peak open before those below. For well-drained soils, 
bush morning glory is a native that produces lavender flowers 
in June and July. So whether you’re tending to last year’s bulbs 
or planting new ones for summer, your hard work is sure to 
pay off in a multitude of colorful blooms. 

— Lou Anella 

For more plant recommendations, contact Lou Anella 
about Oklahoma ProvetFs 
selection for the year 2000, 

(405) 744-6593. 
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Rising Light 

A Novel First Effort 


Henryetta native Tim Tharp was 
recently awarded the 1 999 Milkweed 
National Fiction Prize for his debut 
novel, FoWng Dark, which v^s selected 
from almost two thousand submissions. 

FaHing Dark (Milkweed Editions^ $2 1 .95) takes place in a rural 
Oklahoma town where a family struggles to overcome emotional and 
moral obstacles* The New York Times Book Revieiv says, ‘'Tharp’s story 
tumbles out in a rush — he lets his dialogue run free without quotation 
marks, and his sentences become tong streams of detail. The result is a 
fast-flowing, vivid tale of a new kind of prairie chat Is home to an old 
kind of conflict, good versus evil/’ 

‘The kinds of people and descriptions [in the book] couldn’t have 
been written about without living in Oklahoma/' Tharp says of the 
influence growing up here has had on his writing. 

After two years at OSU, Tharp left school to "see America/’ With 
thoughts of someday becoming a fiction writer, he returned about a 
year later to earn an English degree from OU and later earned a 
master’s degree from Brown University in Rhode Island* 

His biggest influence has been his late father, Bill Tharp, an editor 
for the Henryeno Daity Free-Lance and an editor and columnist for the 
Ok/ahom<? Journal He enjoyed listening to his father "sit in the easy 
chair and tell stories about small town Oklahoma,” 

Miikweed Editions is a not*for*profit, award-winning publisher 
that emphasizes literature’s abriity to "convey the essential 
experiences of the human heart and spirit," Emilie Buchwald^ 
publisher at Milkweed says, "Being nonprofit allows us to 
take a chance and nurture an audience for an unknown 
but deserving new voice.” 

Tharp wrote Fo/Wng Dork while working at OSU- 
Okmulgee, where he has been teaching for the 
past five years. He is at work on a second 
novel and expects it to be published 
in 2001* 

— Melinda Long 


year, five Oklahomans have been invited. 
The twenty-four-year-old show is now the 
principal fundraiser for NatureWorks, an 
organization focused on educational and 
Wildlife preservation projects. This spring, 
they'll dedicate a monument at Tulsa's his- 
toric Swan Lake, depicting a larger-than-life 
trumpeter swan in full flight as it prepares 
to land on the lake. swan with an eight- 
foot wing-span,” says Iverson, “Now, that 
will be noticed,” 

— fanice Airhart 

The NatureWorks Wildlife A/ 1 Show and Sale 
will be held at the Tulsa Marriott Southern Hills, 
1902 E. list Street, March 3-5. Adults $5, students 
free. (9 IS) 747-1 119 


Natural Scenes 

Tulsa's Premier Art Show Returns 


T he changing quality of nature is 
the best reason to appreciate wildlife 
art, says Steven Iverson, president of 
NatureWorks, “It captures something beau- 
tiful — something that's gone in a mo- 
rn ent^ — and makes it permanent,” 

At the NatureWorks Wildlife Art 
Show and Sale in Tulsa March 3-5, art 
and nature lovers alike will see some 
of the best wildlife and western art in 
the country. Nationally known carvers^ sculp- 
tors, photographers, and painters clamor for 
invitations to participate in the show each 
year, but only about fifty are selected. This 
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High Drama 

Holy City of the Wichitas 

P \KINCE OF PEACE, THE LONGEST- 
running Passion play in America, cel- 
ebrates its seventy-fifth anniversar)' this 
year at its home, the Holy City of the 
Wichitas, just outside Lawton. 

The Reverend Mark Wallock began 
staging his version of the production in 
Medicine Park in 1926, then moved the 
play to its current location after construc- 
tion of the Holy City was completed in 
1 935. The City was built on a parcel of land 
in the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge 
with the help of a grant approved by Presi- 
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt himself. 

Stretched out along rocky foothills that 
form a natural amphitheatre are twenty- 

These photos, taken sometime between 1 935 
and 1 947, are from the permanent collection 
of OU*s Western History Collections. 
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six structures replicating the Garden of 
Gethsemane, the manger, Pilate’s Court, 
the gate into Jerusalem, the tomb, and the 
three crosses of Calvary Hill. Wallock 
chose the site because its rocky, arid hills 
are similar to the landscape of Jerusalem. 

The city’s buildings were all made out 
of native rock, including the World 
Chapel, whose painted ceilings, colorful 
tiles, and beautiful dark wood pews have 
been the backdrop for more than two 
thousand weddings. 

Each year, about six to eight thousand 
people spread out blankets on Audience 
Hill to watch the three-hour drama, but at 
its height in 1939, the play drew crowds of 
225,000. Photos of the behind-the-scenes 
action over the years are displayed at the 
Moses Building. They include pictures of 
a now ten-year-old boy who has been in 
the play ever since he played the baby Jesus 
as an infant, as well as the actor who has 
played Jesus for more than twenty years. 



The Holy City was built specifically for 
the play, but visitors come throughout the 
year to see the City’s memorials. Brick 
paths that lead to the chapel and past a 
memorial to victims of the Oklahoma City 
federal building bombing are dedicated to 
area veterans and supporters of the City. 
The Veterans’ Walkway is inscribed with 
the names and units of area soldiers who 
served in conflicts from the Civil War to 
Desert Storm, and the Friends’ Walkway 
bears the names of businesses and indi- 
viduals who donate time and money to the 
City. The bombing memorial has granite 
benches and a brick with the names of each 
victim at its base. 

— Dana Garrett 

The Holy City is open daily, year round, 
from 8 a.m. until dusk with free tours 
available. Prince of Peace is held April 22 
from 9 p.m.-l2 a.m. Free. For information call 
580-429-3361. 


History I Power Ger«ration | Reaeation I PubHc Power ; Environmert \ Economic Development 



Oklahoma’s Powerful Public 

t; 

Mrom here to prosperity. The road to a more prosperous 
Oklahoma winds down main street in Oklahoma’s public power 
communities. In these communities, where customers are also 
owners of the local electric utility, revenues from electric sales 
stay at home, where they can do the most good. That way every 
citizen sees the benefits: enhanced police and fire protection, 
nicer parks, brighter streets, low-cost electricity and more. For 
65 years now, the Grand River Dam Authority has been proud 
to supply power to Oklahoma and to be a part of Oklahoma’s 
continuing public p>ower story ... 

GRDA 

www.grd3.com 


Grand River Dam Authority # Oklahoma's electric supplier. 
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Wllliams'Sonoma 
Pendl^on Java Joe’s 
WIINIi Matersity 
Balliet’s 

FuU Orcle^g^CScfS 
Talbots & Talbots Petites 
Harold’s 

Israel’s Roe Men’s Wear 
Tornmy’s Shoesiiine 


i Laura Ashley 


Route 60 


■ so Penn Place Gallery 
Ellis of firiinbursfi 

Old School Clothing Co. 


Balllers Salon 


FINE 


.. ''I 


AETm 


50 Penn Place Hair Oesigner 


^"Mystique Fragrances ' 
fron Restaurant 
Urban Market Restaurant 
' • ** Scott Gordon Jeweller 


Performing Arts Source 


The Crystal Nail Room 
Bank of Oklahoma 
aelte tsie Hr it iiriMiT " Srew^ 


STIMULATE YOUR SHOPPING SENSES 

7 DAYS A WEEK AT PENK AND NW EXPRESSWAY 


Live on a Golf Course 30 Minutes from Ardmore! 


PFALCQNiiEAD 


Resort and CoHtttry Cltt^ 


11 milej w6Stoft-35 0t tfw Mafietts. OK exd (Extt IS) 
B05 F^ttcanhe^d Dr., BtimeyvWte, OK 7M3£^ 


’ Home sites on the course or 
2,700 acres of rolling hills and woods 
■ All types of constaicllon 


* Condominiums, lownhouses. 
RV camping 

* Lodge^ restaurant 

* Swimming, lighted tennis courts, 
fishing lakes 

* Airport 


* Golf outings 
^ Seminar^meeting rooms 
- 24-hour security 


Gotf Starting times 

580 - 276-9284 


Touft lot information 
580 - 276-3341 

Internet web site: www.fel conhead.net 


Administration office 

580 - 276-3341 



ACROSS THE RANGE 



He^s been called the Michael Jordan of 
Chihuahua, Mexico. It^s also been noted 
that his phenomenal star status hasn't 
ajfected him in his rise from all-around 
athlete in Mexico to leading player for the 
OU Soakers basketball team. Eduardo 
Najera seems destined for greatness. Here 
he tells us, among other things, where to get 
the best Mexican food in Norman. 

@Who or what inspires you? 

O My family. 

©Who were your childhood he- 
roes? Q My dad and Pancho Villa. 
©If you could change something 
about yourself, what would it 

be? ©Nothing — ] like myself the 
way lam. 

©What is your favorite motto or 
quote? ©''You'll miss 100 percent 
of the shots you never take.” 

©Your favorite book and/or what 
are you reading now? ©The Bible, 
©When youVe not working, what 
are you doing? © Dreaming. 
©Where is your favorite place to 
eat in Oklahoma? © La Cabana 
and Pepe Delgado's (both in 
Norman). 

©What's your perfect weekend? 

© Participating in the Sweet 16, 

©Whose opinion do you most 

value? © Coach Sampson's. 

©What's the most interesting 
thing youVe discovered about 
Oklahoma? © The weather is the 
same as in my hometowoj 
Chihuahua, Mexico. 

©If you weren't a basketball 
player, what would you be? 

© A baseball player. 

©What's your favorite NBA 
team? © The San Antonio Spurs. 
©Inquiring minds want to know, 
do you have a girlfriend? © Yes, 
her name is lennifer and weVe been 
dating for almost three years. 
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y^ORlH Is c 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
1 800 225-5652 *\™^W.VlS!TO KC.COM 


Thanks to oyr citywide revitalization project, OKLAHOMA CfTY now has 


the nation s premiere minor league ballpark and a canal that flows 


beside choice restaurants and quaint cafes in historic Bricktowfi 


Catch a movie in the brand new IWERKS large format theatre at the 


Omniplex or tour one of the nation s top ten zoos, right next door And 


don t inrss a walk through the Katmnal Cowboy Hatl of Fame and 


beautiful Myriad Gardens. All in all OKLAHOMA CITY has ptenty to see 


and do, plus mere are plenty of places to stay and friendly folks to 


make your visit memorable. It s a bmu new world m OKlAHOMA CITY, 






Coyote Hills Guest Ranch near Cheyenne 

TRAIL OF HOPE 

A TOUR OF THE CHEYENNE TRAIL • BY GREG JOHNSON 


A S A KID GROWING UP IN 
Oklahoma City, I don't remember 
ever hearing much about American In- 
dian history beyond slight mention of the 
Five Civilized Tribes, images of the Trail 
of Tears, and Sequoya, the most famous 
Cherokee scholar. In time I learned that 
there were sixty- seven American Indian 
tribes historically present in Oklahoma, 
but it wasn’t until a recent trip on the in- 
augural Cheyenne Heritage Trail tour 
that I really felt American Indian history 
come alive. For two days and one night 1 
was in a classroont without walls, follow- 
ing the Cheyenne on their journey into 
Oklahoma, hearing stories of pride and 
suffering and courageous resilience in the 
face of near genocide. 

Departing Oklahoma City on a beau- 
tiful November morning, the tour’s first 
stop was Fort Reno, just outside El Reno. 
The visitor center director Connie Hart 
Yellowman, herself a Cheyenne* shared 
the story of her ancestors* arrival in Okla- 


The Perfect Place For a Family ^etawoy 



Historic Tahlequah 
Beautiful Lake Tenkiller 
Scenic Illinois River 


Tahlequah Tourism Council 
(800) 456-4860 

WWW, tahlequahok.com/chamber 





LAilE TENKItCER 

A i S O t I A t t O N 

;nrT 


Lake Tenkiller Assn* 
(918) 457-4403 
ww w. laketenkillerxom 
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homa and Fort Reno*s subsequent role as 
military fort and home to the Darlington 
Indian Agency during the transition from 
reservation to private land. 

Fort Reno was first established in 1874 
to quell the unrest among the Cheyenne 
and Arapahos, and its story is vividly told 
in ''Tombstone Tales/* a living history 
featuring local actors. A glimpse of the 
program was presented by lack Reuter as 
military scout Ben Clark and tour guide 
Tony Maldonado as Arapaho scout, 
Chalk. If you suspended disbelief for just 
a second, you could have sworn you were 
back in Fort Reno in 1880. 

Perhaps the most interesting aspect of 
life at Fort Reno was the ledger art made 
by Indian scouts and their families. 
Named for the ledger books that were 
brought to the Cheyenne by the military 
and wagon trains (thereby replacing the 
traditional use of buffalo hide), these 
simple, one-dimensionai drawings have 
been collected into many volumes scat’ 


tered about the state. (Books one and two 
of Fort Reno Ledger depict day-to-day life 
at the fort and are housed at the Gilcrease 
Museum in Tulsa.) 

We then traveled west and stopped 
outside of Clinton at the Cheyenne Cul- 
tural Center. A Cheyenne welcome sign 
greeted us, Vau Da Mi meaning come 
and take the seat of honor. We were 
treated to a brief horticultural lesson by 
the center director Lawrence Hart, who 
introduced us to the many native plants 
and shrubs that lined the walkway. We 
then wandered around on our own look- 
ing at the artwork, clothing, and artifacts 
that were colorfully displayed through- 
out the center. 

After a healthy portion of Indian 
tacos. Hart presented an overview of 
Cheyenne history, telling of the four 
different Cheyenne societies and how 
the Center was built in accordance with 
Cheyenne custom: with the entrance to 
the east and subsequent buildings and 


sites plotted in the directions important 
to the Cheyenne. A Cheyenne drum cer- 
emony^ — one that dispelled all Holly- 
wood myth — followed, and the visit to 
the Center concluded with colorful cer- 
emonial dances and a participatory 
round dance and prayer. 

During the bus ride to each site, our 
guides Tony Maldonado and Nathan 
Hart, entertained us with more history 
and played tapes of traditional Indian 
music, creating a spiritual as well as an 
educational atmosphere. Eager questions 
and an ongoing discussion of Oklahomans 
Indian heritage soon emerged among the 
tour participants. 

We had a more in -depth look at Chey- 
enne artistry at The Village Within, a 
Native American art colony with shops, 
art studios, and an outdoor workshop 
where visitors can watch Indian artists 
create sculpture, beadwork, leatherwork, 
and other native arts and crafts. Also, a 
small labyrinth wove along the grounds 


Oklahoma’s Treasures 



Murk your calendars for the April 2000 opening of the state’s 
museum of natural liistoryh The i95,000-square“foot facility 
is the largest university-based mirseum in the country. With 
50,000 square fee! of exhibit space, the exhibits provide u 
unique experience for visitors of all ages. From 
magnificent dinosaur displays to fascinating cultural 
history’ objects to the Children's l9isco\^ery Room, 
the museum offers a fun-filled adventure for all. 

Call (405) 325-4712 for more information or 
visit www.snoninh.ou.edu to help plan your trip. 


Home to 6 million artifacts, including: 

« The world's largest Apatosaurus 
« The world's largest P\entaceratops skull 

* The oldest form of art in the New World 

• 1 2,000 years of human history in Oklahoma 
« Plants and animals from Oklahoma's diverse habitats 


OPENING 
APRIL 2000 


SAM NOBLE 

, 

MUSEUM 

The University of Oklahoma 
2401 Chautauqua. Nornian. OK 73072-7029 

The Uiiiversily of Oklahoma ii an equal opportunity Lnslilurion. 
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OkfBfmrrte Mititvm of 


Thi* fju mopifUnq tHtfiif ^hsffdim 0 ^wrwwf crowd tif ovwr MtOOO fsn- 


Known for its progressive style and stature, the city of Merman boasts 
sights and sounds for everyone as the third largest dty in Oklahoma. 
Founded In 1890, the University of Oklahoma Is home to top-notch academic 
and colfegiate sports programs Morman is also home to the nationally renowned 
Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of National History. Plus, Norman is rich in 
Oklahoma history and boasts homes and sites that have stood since the 
turn of the century. 


As a city with a variety of activities offered throughout the year, such as 
theatrical productions, music and year round festivals, we welcome you 
to Norman and hope you enjoy your stay. With all the attruetions to see 
In our city, the sooner you get here^ the better. 


CfiClr on 

or call l'B00-S13-3TSa for the 
la rest lip f£> date /nforntaMon 
Off the City of Normmn, 



he tftuG stofty o{ the 
^.cAA. gun colection. 

Ijy Cfausen 

1986 Larchmont Dr. • Deland, FL 12724 

(904) 738-2908 


Available at: Stevens Sundries Rooks Magazines in Tuka 
The Bookshelf in Cbremore • Full Circle Book Store in OKC 


in the ancient Hopi Indian pattern. Ac- 
cording to tradition, a meditative walk in 
the circle leads to clearer thought and 
well-being. 

As dusk approached, we came to the 
site of the Battle of the Washita— a hal- 
lowed spiritual place for the Cheyenne. 
Hart offered a Cheyenne prayer so we 
could enter the site. It was there on No- 
vember 27, 1868, that Colonel George 
Armstrong Custer and the Seventh U.S, 
Cavalry ambushed the village of Chey- 
enne Peace Chief Black Kettle, who only 
days before was telling the Indian agent 
at Fort Cobb his peaceful intentions. 
Black Kettle was one of the first casual- 
ties, and before the raid was over, Custer 
had massacred most of the men, women, 
and children in the village and burned 
lodges, clothing, and ceremonial arti- 
facts. He even killed all the horses. When 
the Indian allotment gave the Cheyenne 
Indians individual tracts of land, no 
tribal member chose this area. 

There was little conversation on the 
way to Coyote Hills Guest Ranch, a beau- 
tiful, nearly authentic prairie replica 
where we spent the night against the 
backdrop of a panoramic Oklahoma sky 
and the faint howl of coyotes. 

After several helpings of buffalo ste w, 
we adjourned to the social barn to hear 
Lawrence Hart's ‘Teconciiiation story/' a 
moving account of the 1968 meeting be- 
tween the Cheyenne and the Grandsons 
of the Seventh Cavalry, direct descen- 



Fort Supply Military Camp 
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Brotust; tfiToiig/i autstflndmg museums of an, and trxplore street festimh in sluiJowi of art deco arckkecturcd gems. 
Take in theater, ballet, and rodeo, or listen to s;ym|?kon 3 f, o|?eTa, and ^ind tken two-step rke nigkt at the {jallroom 
uf/iere Bof> Wilis and kts iioelj band rnifented Western Swing. After shof>j)ing /or treasures in a mega mall, flea market, or 
trendy bouCiijMe, hike or jog tkrougk historic neighborhoods he/ore joining the fans at a horserace, bosketboil game, or the wild 
hunch at the zoo. Enjoy a feast fit for an oii t^^coon. savor the tastiest road food on Boute 66, or slurp homemade root heer 
with the folks whose granddoddy invented the ham burger* Come join us and find out why Tulsa time is worth living* 
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Tulsa Convention and Visitors Bureau • 616 S. Boston Ave. • Tulsa, OK 74119 
1*800. 558-33 11 • wvt'w.TOURisM.TULSACH am ber.com 
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Xo! 5?// Of Our 

TREASURES 

!yire S7n 

MUSEUMS. 


Hie WichM Momimm * inset: Philbrook Museum, 

ur treasures range from ancient mountains 
and miles of lakes to priceless art and artifacts, 

historic districts and vibrant cities. For your OKIAHOMA 
free Travel Guide: 1-600-652-6552. NATIVE AMERICA 



JASMJSE Moran CHrU>Ki-N'S MUSHUM • Highway 9 in Seminote * (405) 3 83-09 50 


Jasmine Moran 
Children's 
Museum 

See seven new exhibits and 
outdoor play area. Bring the 
children you love to the Jasmine 
Moran Children's Museum for 
great hands-on fun. 


noursj jue - :>ai iu a.m. [o j p.m. 
Sunday I p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Mondays, ma|or holidays 
and first two weeks after Labor Day 


dants of Custer*s army. While this story 
has been written many times before, it 
was more stirring than ever when Hart 
so elegantly spoke of the resentment 
and ultimate forgiveness of his Chey- 
enne ancestors. 

The second day of the trip took us to 
Woodward and the Plains Indians and 
Pioneers Museum. Cheyenne history was 
chronologically displayed in turn-of-the- 
century photographs, paintings, clothing, 
and artifacts including Indian dolls, neck- 
laces, and a “Novel amulet,” a charm 
given at birth to insure the Cheyenne 
child long life. 

The afternoon bus ride gave us each an 
opportunity to contemplate what we had 
learned about the Cheyenne people and 
their experiences to date, i learned more 
about Oklahoma’s Native American heri- 
tage in these two days than I ever did in 
my formative years of school. This history 
is powerful and meaningful and certainly 
beyond words. The Cheyenne Heritage 
Trail is something that every Oklahoman 
from eight to eighty would not only en- 
joy but benefit from. 

Future tour guests will aho have the 
opportimity to build and stay in teepees and 
take part in an Indian lodge ceremony. 

For information about the next available tauTt 
contact Lawrence Hart at the Cheyenne 
Cultural Center, (5S0) 323-6224. 



Battle of the Washita site near Cheyenne 
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FIELD OF MEMORIES 

THE DAVID ALLEN MEMORIAL BALLPARK 


Home , 

Run '*«• 

fif 

\i you nre an > \ 

OMaKoimn and 
you lov«f 
baseball, you 
need this book, 


T he car accident 

occurred during the fall 
of 1978 near Austin, Texas. 
Nineteen-year^old David 
Allen, then a pre-med student 
from Enid attending college at 
Trinity University in San An- 
tonio, was violently ejected 
from the back seat of the car 
in which he was riding. His 
landing on the cement caused 
a brain injury that would take 
years to recover from. 

David was one of Enid*s 
beloved sons, so the news hit 
the town hard. His mother 
spent years reteaching him 
the basics of reading and in- 
dependent living, and his 
progress was periodically 
chronicled in the local news. 
He had been a high school 
athlete, playing both football 
and baseball. Later, during the 
adult years of his recovery, he 
was a familiar face around 
town, active in the family busi- 
ness and the local Habitat for 
Humanity. Maybe more than 
an)1:hing, he was a devoted fan 
of the Baltimore Orioles, 
When David died in 1995 
of natural causes at just thirty- 
five, the entire Enid commu- 
nity mourned his passing. 
And in their own private grief, 
his parents and siblings 
searched for a meaningful 
tribute to his lasting memory. 

Meanwhile, sports buff 
and past president of Enid*s 
Main Street Todd Humphrey 
and Enid High athletic direc- 
tor Bill Mayberry were knee- 
deep in plans for a new high 
school and American Legion 
ballpark. 

Land had been secured, 
and the early stages of 
fundraising were under way 
when David’s parents, Joan 
and Paul Allen, got wind of 


the proposed ballpark. They 
met with the park’s visionar- 
ies and offered to underwrite 
its construction, donating 
more than a million dollars 
to the effort. The Allens had 
found their monument, and 
Humphrey and Mayberry’s 
field of dreams had just be- 
come a reality. 



The David Allen Memorial 
Ballpark celebrated the kick- 
off of its second season in 
February with a local college 
game. From March through 
May and well into summer 
and fall, the ballpark has 


booked a full schedule of high 
school, college, and tourna- 
ment play. “The only down- 
time we have at the park is 
November, December, and 
lanuary [2001],” Mayberry 
told the Enid News & Eagle 
last January. 

“David Allen” — a la “The 
Stick” or “Wrigley" — was de- 
signed by Enid architect Ken 
Corbin and inspired by Okla- 
homa City’s Bricktown 
Ballpark, Of the park’s 2,500 
seats, 359 have special signifi- 
cance: they are original chair 
backs from the Baltimore Ori- 
oles Memorial Stadium. Eight 
light poles with 138 fixtures 
give the field nighttime play- 
ability; a classic ballpark de- 
sign offers timeless appeal; 
and hardy construction mate- 
rials like brick, concrete, and 
steel contribute to its actual 
life span. 

Adding to the romance of the 
field is the Union Pacific, whose 
tracks lie just beyond the out- 


Doys of Summer: The 
History of Boseho/l in Oklohomo 
(Oklahoma Heritage Associa- 
tion, 1999. $39 95) is a 
comprehonsivc nnd loving 460- 
page tribute CO the game. 
Traipsing through each decade 
with special focus on the minor 
and mn|or leagues, college ball, 
and the Negro leagues, this 
beautifully designed coffee table 
book also provides detailed 
career statistics for AIbci t 
*‘Lefty'' Abcr, George Zuvernick 
jr., and every other player 
associated with Oklahoma in 
between, 

— I (Hiisa Mctltmc 


field to the east. The David 
Allen Memorial Ballpark, 
owned by thecity^ofEnid, is fast 
gaining recognition as the nic- 
est youth baseball facility in the 
country. 

—Louisa McCune 

The Daind Alien Memorial 
Ballpark is located at 315 S. Grand 
Avr. in Enid. (5S0) 548-03% 
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Treasures oi crown and countr^^ 
from rhe "Golden Age' as 
Europe's largest land empire 


LAND OF THE 
NGED 
iRSEMEN 

Art in Poland 
1572-1764 


March 26-JUne 18 



The Renfrow-Miller house 


Little Castle on the Prairie 

Billings's Architectural Gem 

By Holly W, Lamb 

A long with their diverse 

cultures, the settlers of the Okia- 
homa Territory brought with them many 
new ideas from the East and Europe, in- 
cluding architectural styles. In 1893, 
Thomas Franklin Renfrow of Missouri 
staked a claim for a homestead of 160 
acres in what is now Noble County, and 
after the re€|uired one-year stay, he re- 
ceived the deed to his land and returned 
to his wife, Ellen, in St, Louis to complete 
medical schooL 

Medical license in hand, Dr* Renfrow 
and Ellen moved to Oklahoma Territory 
where he set up a practice in the small 
town of White Rock, Later, when the 
Rock Island Railroad laid its tracks 
through Billings, he moved his home and 
office to the new town. It was in Billings 
that Dr. Renfrow^ built the architectural 
masterpiece that became knowm as the 
Castle on the Prairie* 

Construction began in 1 903 with large, 
locally quarried sandstone blocks promi- 
nent in both the main building and the 
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carriage house. It was because of the im- 
pressive size of the exterior that the house 
earned its nickname. 

In Oklahoma Territory, many build- 
ings were built with the abundant red 
sandstone in the same Romanesque style 
as the Renfrow house, including Com- 
mercial Bank in Guthrie, Splitlog Church 
in Grove, and the Sante Fe Railroad Sta- 
tion in Stillwater. 

The house is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Buildings, and most 
of its interesting features have been pre- 
served over the years, such as the deep- 
set windows with arched, colored -glass 
transoms; the two hexagonal rooms; and 
stone porch railings with stone columns. 
Historians are particularly interested in 
these and other characteristics that not 
only give the house its charm, but also 
identify it as part of an 1800s architec- 
tural period called the Richardsonian 
Romanesque style. 

However, there are a few unusual char- 
acteristics of the house. Visitors will no- 
tice two front doors; one for patients and 
one for the family. An exterior door also 
opens off the master bedroom on the 
second floor, but has no balcony beyond 
it. The door was used for ventilation and 
as a means to move furniture on and off 



Since 1925, Pete's Place in Krebs — 
Oklahomas little Italy^ — has delighted 
diners with fresh, family-style 
Italian Cuisine served in unselfish portions. 

Come see why Petes Place has been an 

Oklahoma landmark for three generations. 


tSFABUSHED l-CS" KEEBS. OK* 

ycijvtr/y 





Open M-Sat 4pm • Sunday Noon • (918) 423-2042 • Fax (918) 423-7859 



Champions wear orange 
on the greens. 


homa State University 

ISk Cowboy Golf 

jt - • B NCAA team titles 

• 6 NCAA medalists 

• 55 straight NCAA appearances 

• 47 con/iere/Tce titles 

• 124 All-Americans 

CowGtRL Golf 

* 1999 Big 12 Champions 

• 15 conference 

* 17 conference medalists 

^ NCAA appearances 

20 AlhAmericons 

Karsten Creek 

• Gal f Digest 5-stQr rating 

^ of 2005 men's 

'1^ ^ NCAA Championship 

■t ' * $4 miiiion clubhouse 

\Vf: under construction 


Karsten 
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Far more intormatiorr call Muskogee Coovenlma & Tourism 
. .V at 1-8e8-687-6137 ^ V »■ 



The Century in Review 

Addition<il copies of the Century in Review may be 
ordered directly from Oklahoma Today. A bulk 
discount is available for orders of lO or more. 

Qtv I -9. S4.30ea. 

$4.00 ea. 

25+ $3.50 ea. 

For fester service call (800) 777-1793 with 
yotir credit card order, or order online at 
www.oklahomatoday.coin 

OKIAHOMA 

TODW 

THE MAOAIIMEOF WtAHOMA 


the second floor. 

Perhaps the most impressive feature of 
the house is the fine woodwork through- 
out, especially in Renfrew’s office. Excel- 
lent craftsmanship rarely found today is 
evident in the detailed carving of the pan- 
eling trim and the stair railing. 

It’s possible the house was on the cut- 
ting edge of design. 

Case in point, the 
1910 Montgomery 
Ward catalog in- 
cludes a fireplace 
and mantel that very 
closely resembles the 
one in the north par- 
lor, which was built 
six years before the 
catalog was pub- 
lished, Another ec- 
centricity observant 
visitors may notice is 
that none of the rooms is perfectly square 
or rectangular, 

I'hough the Renfrow family eventu- 
ally moved out of the house, it stayed in 
the family until Dr. Renfrow’s death in 
1954, Miss Ora Miller, whose uncle was 
one of the original building contractors 
and who grew up in Billings, bought the 
house in 1963, and many much- needed 
repairs were made. She lived in the 
house until her death in 1 988; after that, 
the house was deeded to the Billings 
Historical Society. 

The restoration on the house since then 
has been done %'oluntarily or paid for with 
private donations. The Society’s future 
plans include refurbishing the carriage 
house, which is currently in a state of ex- 
treme disrepair. 

As a model of histori- 
cal interest, architectural 
beauty, and natural rel- 
evance, the Renfrow- 
Miller house in Billings is 
a marvelous example. 

The Renfrow- MiUer house 
is open to the public, httt 
historical society offrcials ask 
that you call ahetui and make 
au appointment. Call the 
Billings City Haii at (580) 
725-3610. 
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BREAK AWAY 

to Beavers Bend Country 

Southeastern Oklahoma's most popular getaway. 



e now. 


Ketax 


in a cozy cabin In' tf^e pine 
forests and fopthifis of the 
V Ouachita Mountains. . 


year-round trout 
fishing and canoe- 
ing on the scenic 
Mountain Fork River 
ai^ a variety of 
water sports on 
Broken Bow Lake. 


yourseif \ykh mU^tain 
biking mm hiking aiong 
miie&OT back-country traiis 


. inviting attractions 
\ and shops. 


CABIN ACCOMMODATIONS 
Hochatown Junction Resorts 
( 580 ) 494-6521 
1 - 800 - 550-6521 

Whip-Poor-Will Resort 
( 580 ) 494-6476 

Sleepy Hollow Cabins 
( 580 ) 494-6320 

Willow Creek Resort 
( 580 ) 494-6091 


AHRACTIONS 

Beavers Bend Wildlife Museum 
( 580 ) 494-6193 

Museum of the Red River 
( 580 ) 286-3616 

Oklahoma Forest 
Heritage Center Museum 
( 580 ) 494-6497 


lastipj^jlmpries J q£ your 
■i^^tii^le famiiy.^^w^ 


sponsored by the Tourism & Merehanls Associution of Berners Bend 
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Fightin’ Words 

Dueling to the Last Verse 

By George Lang 

I N THE MIDDLE AGES, WHEN ENTER- 
tainment depended on whether a band 
of ragged minstrels chose to pitot their 
Gypsy wagon to your village, slam poetry 
was on the cutting edge of performance 
art, weaving verse through the sparsely 
populated feudal towns of Europe, There 
were no score cards, but performers 
knew how well they performed based on 
whether their “judges’^ hung on every 
syllable or returned their attention to 
gnawing on their mut- 
ton legs or swilling de- 
canters of mead. 

Humankind’s travel 
from a minstrel-based 
communication sys- 
tem to the Informa- 


tion Age unwittingly forced poetry into 
an isolated existence. But at the close of 
our fiber-optic-and- 
microchip century, 
the “slam” appears to 
have saved true poetry 
from the ash heap. 

Galileo Bar 8c Grill, 
a charming hangout 
in Oklahoma City’s historic Paseo Dis- 
trict, has become the city’s premier fo- 
rum for aspiring poets to wield their 
verse. Every other Tuesday night, artists 
from diverse, even incongruous walks of 
life file into the bar. An emcee known 
only as Lord of the Vibes passes his 
bowler hat from table to table, collect- 
ing prize money for the best poet/ per- 
former. One by one, each poet has three 
minutes to change the world, and when 
he or she exits the hot glare of the spot- 
light, score cards appear from random 
points in the room. If the poet pulled an 
average score close to the double-digits. 


they could be looking at peer respect 
and enough money to put gas in the 
tank; if not, it is time to go home, write, 
stand in front of the mirror and refine 
their routines. 

Lauren Barry, an eighteen-year-old 
poet from the Oklahoma City suburbs, 
had been composing poems since she 
learned to write. She was invited to her 
first slam match after participating in 
opcn-mic readings at Galileo, “1 was be- 
coming friends with some of the poets, 
and they told me about the slam, I didn’t 
even know what slam poetry was,” she 
says. “1 went to my first slam and won 
first place. That got me motivated.” 

The modern concept of slams began in 
the mid-Eighties when Chicago poet 
Marc Smith devised a 
competition to enter- g 
tain Sunday night 5 
regulars at a well- | 
known Windy City s 
bar, the Green Mill, 5 
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& THE WIN pa OF HISTORY 


Unique Downtown Shops 
Challenging Golf Courses 
Woodward Arts Theatre 
Historic Fort Supply 
Fort Supply Lake 
Year-Round Athletic Events 
Oldest Pro Rodeo in Oklahoma 
Crystal Christmas Lights Wonderland 
Plains Indians & Pioneers Museum 


FREE BROCHURE... 

( 800)36^-5352 ( 580)256- IHI t w^oo<iut<2n<l. ak. i4A- 

WooauMinJ. 8 ’l&unMm ^evelo^imeni 

P.O. t026, f006 OJelaJmmaAuemie, 0/C 73802 
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Remember wlien your imagination was as big as the western sky^ and your dreams ran wild with tales of cowboys, 
Indians, outlaws, and heros? Bring those dreams back to life in Bartlesville, Oklahoma— the City of Legends. From oil- 
barons and movie star heros, to thieves and outlaws, Bartlesville is rich in history^ Today our unique past lives on in 
dramatic architecture, priceless an collections and museums, scenic prairie life, and world-renowned events. Bring 
your family to Bartlesville, where kids of all ages can still discover the sites and sounds that have made us legendarj^ for 
over 100 years. Call today for your FREE Visitor's Guide. 1 - 800 - 364 - 8708 . 



Woolamc Mtimm & IWlife Preserve 


Frank Mf/A^ Home 


PiwrieSong, fmfkm Wrrttorv 


cf^ cj l^oidf - 


Bartlesville Area Convention and Visitor's Bureau - 201 SW Keeler * PO Box 2366 ■ Bartlesville OK 74005 USA • 918“536-8708 * www.bartlesvlllexom 
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Oklahoma's 
Episcopal Schools 

Touching the lives of over 3,000 
students & their families 


St. John's Episcopal School 
5201 N, Brookline 
Oklahoma City 


Casady School 
9500 N. Penn 
Oklahoma City 


SL Mary's School 
325 E. First 
Edmond 


Trinity Day School 
501 S, Cincinnati 
Tulsa 


Holland Hall School 
5666 E. 81st Street 
Tulsa 

« 

Oak Hall Episcopal School 
PO. Box i 807 
Ardmore 


Episcopal schools have 
always provided the finest in 
education to the students of 
Oklahoma. Innovative yet 
strong in the tradition of 
academic excellence, we 
operate with regard for the 
student's spiritual, ethical, 
and moral development. 

We invite you to explore the 
exciting opportunities that 
await your children, and 
your entire family, at your 
area Episcopal school! 



Worship • Academics • Diversity • 
Community Acceptance • Service • Fitness • 
Nurtunng • Arts • Growth • Creativity 



State Flag 

Show your .state pride with iiri ofTickl 
Okhilioiiia flag flown al Ihc state capitol. 
This Hag comes eompicle with a cer- 
Eilicate signed ljy the Governor and the 
Secrctar\f of Slate. 

State Rag ( 3’ x 5 ) S 

For faster service call (800J 
777- 1 793 with yoor credit card 
order, or order online at 
www.oklahon!iatoday,corn 


fudges were chosen at random from the 
audience, maintaining a populist, non- 
academic flavor for the proceedings. Since 
then, the competition has spread through- 
out the country, with national competi- 
tions held each summer. Last August, the 
team from Galileo, led by poet Heather 
Moody, had only begun its slam activity 
a few months prior to the National Poetry 
Slam in Chicago, and placed a respectable 
twenty-eighth. A Tulsa team led by poet 
Nancy Harris also is on the fast track to- 
ward next year*s competition in Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, 

One of New York s foremost slam art- 
ists is Beau Sia from Oklahoma City, The 
twenty-three-year-old> along with fellow 
poet Saul Williams from the Nuyorlcan 
Poets Cafe team, has been featured in two 
slam -based films: Slam, a fictional ac- 
count of slam culture, which won the 1998 
Grand Jury award at Sundance, and 
SlamNatknh a narrative based on the 1 996 
National Poetry Slam, The preternaturally 
vicious and incisive poet has done much 
to elevate modern poetry through his own 
style of verbal vigilante justice. 

While few poets on the Oklahoma City 
team exude the ire of Sia, the line-up is di- 
verse and surprising: one poet, known as 
Tapestry, looks like he could be a mem- 
ber of the Bay Area punk group Rancid. 
But when Tapestry slams, he speaks about 
feelings, relationships, and the life of a 
split-shift factory worker, Hi.s book of 
poems will not be judged by its cover. 

For Barry, her fellow poets form more 
than just a family of artists — it is an evolv- 
ing drama in which she sees her partners 
in poetry changing and developing. 
“Some of my friends say it's like really get- 
ting into a TV show that you have to 
watch every week, YouVe got to come to 
see what's going on with the characters." 

Arc you a poetj Imt nobody knows /f? Cltd? 
One in Tubo has an open niic night every other 
Tuesday and a poetr)’ shtn on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month. 3200 S. Riverside 
DrivCy (9!S) 743-! 665. For budding poets 
nineteen and younger^ Borders Books itj Tulsa 
hosts a Junior Poetry Shun on the third 
Thursday of each month. (918) 494-2665. In 
Oklahoma Ciry, Gatiko Bar & Grtil hosts Soil 
of Siam on the second and fourth Tuesday of 
each mouth. 3009 Paseo, (405) 415-7827. 
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COUNTRY PORK SKILLET 

Serves 4 

In large sldlfet, brawn pork 


4 boneless top loin pork 
chops, diced 

1 12-oz. [ar pork gravy 

2 T. ketchup 

8 small red potatoes, 
diced ^ 

2 c. frozen mixed 
vegetables 


cubes; stir in gravy, ketchup 
and potatoes- cover and 
simmer for 10 minutes. 

Stir in v^tabies; cook for 
10-15 minutes bngec until 
vegetables are tender. 

Serve with hot brscute 
and tossed green se/ad 


App<o«imate Nutrienr bformatiwi per fening 
Calones 430 Pnoleini 33g Fac IZg 5at. Fai: 4.5g 
Sodium; 6?0mg Choi«tef(?l: 70mg Caibdiydrate: 52g 



leaven 


Start with a 
sirloin roast Cube it 
Braise it. You've got the 
perfect salad topper. Or cut pork into strips 
and stir-fry for a low-calorie family favorite. 



Marinades: Pour on the Pavor 


Brush on the 
Ateriyaki sauce. 
The pineapple 
preserves. Or 

BrusUefore meals, 

preserves. Give chops the brush. And your 
family won't give dinner the brush-off. 


For a savory, flavorRj] dish, simply cut up 
fresh pork, put it into a plastic bag and 
add teriyaki, soy sauce 
or Italian dressing. 

Marinate in your 
refrigerator for 20 
minutes to overnight 
It's a symphony for 



Make any weekni^ht 
taste like Sunday. 


Leftovers are as easy to make as to like, 

A large pork loin roast served on Sunday 
can make Monday's sandwiches, Tuesday's 
tostados and Wednesday's pot pie. 



MUSTARD-CRUSTED PORK ROAST 


2-pound boneless 
pork loin roast 
2 T. spicy mustard 
1 c garlic croutons, 
crushed 


Serves 4-6, wHh leftovers 
Heat oven to 40(f F. Season 
roast with selt end pepper, 
place In shallow pen and 
roast for 30 minutes: remove 
from oven, spread sufface 


with mustard and sprinkle 
vvith crauton crumbs. Return 
to oven and continue to roast 
for 10-15 minutes longer, 
until meat thermometer 
registers 155“ F 

(Pface croutons rn pfastk 
bag, ral/ wrth rolfrngpin untrf 
crushed) Serve wfth brocoo/i 
spears, green saiadf wrth your 
favorite dressing and hot 
French breed. 



The Other 
White Meat 


Serves 4 

Season chops with salt 
and pepper brawn on 
one side in non-stidc 
skillet: turn chops and 


add salsa to skillet; 
bring to a boil, lower 
heat, cover arxf simmer 
for 8 minutes. Garnish 
with eiJantro, 

Serve with sauteed 
summer squash and 
cooked nice or com, 


Approsirnale Mu^ient tnComatien per ThieMUfKe Serving CaloHa; 190 
Protein: 26g Fat; 7g Sal. Fat: ZSg Sodium: t90mg Chdesteral: ASnvg 


■Hite message pfCwWed by 
Oklahama's Portt PfodiJcaFS and iha 


OKUHOMA 



COUNCIL 


Appmsmale Nutrient Inbrmatioci per Serving 
Calories; 180 Pnitein:26g Sat, Fat 2g 

SocWuin: lOOmg Cbolesterol: 40m§ 


When your meat 
thermometer reads 
155'’-160"F,you know 
your pork is done. If you don't 
have one, visit the pork Web site at 
www.nppc.org/ for ordering instructions* 

Or pick one up at your local grocery store. 


The measure of a perfect meal begins ri^ht here. -^3? 


USDAH«>dbocAB,ia(l99ll, pp.tZZand 153.01W9 



Blooming City 

For Okies Going to Muskogee 


W HAT HAPPKNS WHEN MOM LONGS FOR CULTURE, 
Dad demands a little history, and the kids clamor 
for thrill-seeking adventure? Someone usually gets 
the short end of the vacation. Muskogee is out to change that. 
In one weekend, you can stroll through a majestic garden, 
wallow in the belly of a submarine, explore Native American 
culture, and try royalty on for size in a bona-fide castle. 

Muskogee is no novice when it comes to showing visitors 
what it has to offer. Since becoming a railroad stop in 1872, 
the community has worn the host role with pride. It became 
the focal point for the Five Civilized Tribes when the Union 
Agency established headquarters in what is now Honor 
Fleights Park. Today, the Union Agency Building greets visi- 
tors as the site of the Five Civilized Tribes Museum. 

Each spring, more than 300,000 people wind through 122 
acres of impressionist beauty as Honor Heights Park masters 
the art of blending flora and fauna. More than 30,000 azaleas. 


including 625 different varieties, soften the edges of a park 
designed for year-round recreation. Muskogee's annual Aza- 
lea Festival blossoms as the largest flower show in Oklahoma. 
April festival events include everything from a downtown pa- 
rade, chili cook-off, and barbecue competition to the Flower 
Power Bike Ride and 5K Run for the Azaleas. 

.Spring isn't the only time the park blooms. Winter strips the 
azaleas of their showy spring wardrobe, but the Muskogee Parks 
and Recreation Department steps in with a shimmering blan- 
ket of more than one million lights. The Garden of Lights runs 
from Thanksgiving through New Year's and features animated 
wildlife sculptures, a radiant entiy tunnel, and illuminating 
displays highlighting the park's gardens, waterfalls, and ponds. 
Organizers estimate that several hundred thousand visitors 
made a holiday out of the 1999 Garden of Lights event. 

The Azalea Festival runs throughout the month of April. 
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Muskogee is also the home of one of the 
few institutions dedicated to preserving and 
promoting the histories, cultures, and tradi- 
tions of the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, 
Muscogee Creek, and Seminole Nations* 
Each year, more than 30,000 people visit the 
Five Civilized T ribes Museum and Center for 
the Study of Indian Territory, Agency Hill, 
on Honor Heights Drive* (91 B) 6B3H701 

Besides displaying an 800- item art collec- 
tion that is nationally recognized, the museum 
hosts competitive art exhibits and shows and 
conducts a day camp designed to teach young 
people about the cultural arts, games, and 
lifestyles of the Five Civilized Tribes* An out- 
door an market, Art under the Oaks, show- 
cases area artists during the Azalea Festival. 

Another Native American collection takes 
residence in the northwest corner of Bacone 
College's campus* The Alaloa Lodge houses 
more than 20,000 traditional and contem- 
porary artifacts* The privately owned collec- 
tion includes anil 8- piece kachina doll ex- 
hibit, artifacts from the Civil War, and work 
by Bacone College students past and 
present. (918) 683-4581, ext. 283 


WHERETO EAT 

MISS ADDIE'S TEA ROOM 821 West 

Broadway Street. Try one of the private 
upstairs dining rooms in this converted 
drugstore. Daily specials, salads* sandwiches, 
soups, and homemade desserts top the take- 
out lunch menu. (918) 682-1506 

SLICK^S 2329 West Shawnee Highway. 
Chopped brisket* hickory smoked ribs, and hot 
links* Prepare to get messy. (918) 687-9215 


Muskogee visitors don't have to travel to the 
high seas to explore the depths of a submarine. 
The U.S*S* Bcufish War Memorial Park Mu- 
seum takes visitors inside the highly decorated 
Batfish. The World War 11 submarine boasts an 
impressive record of sinking three enemy sub- 
marines and eleven other vessels. The park fea- 
tures fifty-two monuments to other submarines 
lost during the war and a Walk of Honor trib- 
ute to all veterans* Bn t/zs/i survivors reunite ev- 
ery year on May 5 at the park* (918) 682-6294 
One of the newest kids on the tourism block, 
The Castle of Muskogee, wasted no time giv- 
ing visitors the royal treatment. What began 
as a castle-themed fireworks stand exploded 
into an entertainment fortress armed with ex- 
citing events unique to Oklahoma. The Okla- 
homa Renaissance Fair, set for the first three 
weekends in May, gathers more than 600 
knights, gypsies, jesters, minstrels, maidens 
faire, and other costumed revelers for a cel- 
ebration of all things medieval. Mardi Gras is 
celebrated March 4* (918) 687-3625 
Other points of interest include the annual 
Muskogee Air Show, Honey Springs Civil War 
Battlefield just down Flighway 69 near 
Checotah, the annual Oklahoma Music Hall 
ofFame induction ceremony, and nearby Fort 
Gibson Lake* Check out the antique and spe- 
cialty stores, including McClain Furniture, a 
4 3, 000 -square- foot building overflowing with 
unusual furniture old and new. 

Flower power still packs a powerful tourism 
punch in Muskogee, but the unusual mix of 
submarine, castle, and culture are becoming 
crowd favorites, too* 

— Sheilah Bright 

Miss Addie's Tea Room features entrees like this 
potato crusted salmon with cream lobster sauce. 


JASPER^S I 702 West Okmulgee Street. 
Known for its steaks* other favorites inciude 
seafood entrees and tempting desserts. 

(9i8) 682*7867 

CHET*S DAIRY FREEZE 35 iO West 
Okmulgee Street, This landmark food stand 
has gone to the dogs* hoc dogs that is* since 
the early 1950s. (918) 687*9364 

SMOKEHOUSE BOB*S 1 100 North 
Eleventh Street* Homemade chili* farm-raised 
catfish, smoked chicken, and hkkoi 7 smoked 
pit barbecue. (918) 687-0275 




The breakfast room of the Graham- 
Carroll House Bed & Breakfast 


WHERETO STAY 

GRAHAM.CARROLL HOUSE 
BED & BREAKFAST 

50 1 North Sixteenth Street 
(918) 683-0100 

Innkeepers Fritz and Linda Feickert have 
operated the bed and breakfast since 
1993. The 6*000 square-foot Victorian 
English manor offers queen-size beds, 
whirlpooi tubs for two, honeymoon 
suites* private telephones, and Victorian 
gardens. Elegant breakfasts often include 
banana pecan waffles* The Inn is open 
every day except Thanksgiving* Christ- 
mas, and New Year s. Rates range from 

$8041 10. 

WESTERN HILLS GUEST 
RANCH 

Located in Sequoyah State Park on Fort 
Gibson Lake, (800) 368-1486 
Located about twenty-two miles 
northeast of Muskogee, The lodge 
features 100 hotel rooms including some 
suites, fifty cottages that can sleep from 
two to six people, and a bunk house that 
can sleep up to forty-six people. Rates 
range from $50 per night for individual 
rooms to $ 1 75 per night for suites* 

RAMADA INN 

800 South Thirty-Second Street 
(918) 682-4341 

This 1 40 -room inn features an on-site 
restaurant serving breakfast only, a 
lounge* and an indoor heated swimming 
pool. Rates start at $64. 

MUSKOGEE INN 

2300 East Shawnee Highway 
(918) 683-6551 

Rates start at $46 for the II 9- room inn, 
complimentary continental breakfast. 
Restaurants are located nearby. 
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Y YOUSEF KHANFAR 



Sit among the trees and the grass 


Untamed and venerable, is it myth or reality? 
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Deep in the forests, where clouds hang to touch 
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shore at Great Salt Plains Lake near Alva 


THE POWER OF MOVEMENT, 


SEIZE AND behold: 


AMONG US, 


PAST, 


Time rushes 
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Come to 
Quartz Mountain 
for the Artist 


in You 




THE OKLAHOMA FALL 

ARTS INSTITUTES 


Weekend Re treati For ArtuL* and Educators 
September 28-October 30, 2000 

Come to Quartz Mountain for an aiti^tic retreat. 

Stuci>' with nationally renowned instructors in the visual aits, 
photography, music and writing. Only $450 for lour days of professional 
course instmction, room and board. Scholarships are available to 
Oklahoma public school teachers and higher education faculty. 

For more inlormation, contact us at (405) 319-9019, e-mail us at 
okains@telepath,com, or visit our w^ebsite at w^ww,okartinst,org. 



Arts and Learning: 
Teachers and 
Administrators Weekend, 
September 28-October 1 

Oklahoma s educators and 
school admlnistratore will join 
the artist faculty to examine 
topics related to arts and 
learning. The integi ation of arts 
into academic curricula, and the 
role of the arts in higher 
academic achievement are 
among the subjects that will be 
covered. 

Visual Arts Weekend, 
October 5-8 

Participants will investigate a 
vai'ied range of visual arts media, 
techniques and processes with 
nationally renowned artist 
laculty in a number of different 
workshops. 

Music and Performing 
Arts Weekend, 

October 12-15 

Attendees wWi be among the first 
to experience the acoustically 
mar\^elous Quartz Mountain 
Performance Half Workshops 
will include instruction in choral 
music, and theater arts, and a 
workshop focusing on 
instrumental music will be 
introduced. 

Photography Weekend, 
October 19-22 

Participants will engage in a 
variety of photography 
workshops that will explore 
photographic composition, dark 
room techniques, and alternative 
pr’ocesses, among other related 
topics. 

Writing Weekend, 
October 26-29 

Attendees will partake in a 
variety of workshops covering a 
diverse range of writing styles 
and forms, and led by nationally 
acclaimed writers. 










For this year’s edition of 
Black Bookf we felt our 
“expertise” might come 
in handy with summer 
outings right around the 
comer. So we asked the 
Oklahoma Today staff 
and a jew contributors 
to name their very 
favorite people, places, 
and things in Okla- 
homa. Whether a canoe 
outfitter on the Moun- 
tain Fork River or a 
spectacular library hi 
Norman, these picks are 
geared to satisfy your 
traveling whims. Here, 
in no partimlar order, 
are a few of our favorite 
things. Enjoy! 


By Aimde J. Downs 




© HOT OFF 
THE PRESS 

We like the Novel Idea 
Bistro in Tulsa because their 
fare is made from only the 
freshest ingredients. Chef 
Linda Campos is known for 
her tow-fat !ow-sodium 
pasta dishes, but if you're 
simply in the mood to read> 
this restaurant-in-a-book 
shop offers that as well. 

(9l8) 492d)335 


O OYSTER, BAR 

We sometimes call it the 
Okhihoma Today cafeteria, 
because invariably someone 
from the staff orders lunch 
there. Across from our 
offices at the Cotcord 
Building in Oklahoma City, 
the Oyster Bar is one of few 
places in the state's capital 
that serves fresh gulf 
oysters. (405) 233-2014 


® LIGHT IT UP 

Contributing editor Steffie 

Corcoran gives Carman 
Candles a glowing report, 
saying "Mmm— they smell 
so good!'* Checotah-based 
Carman sells four sizes of 
candles in about fifty 
different scents ranging in 
price from $1,89 to $18.95. 
Available by mail, 

{918) 473-0242. 

® PIZZA, PIZZA 

‘'WeTe not fancy — we just 
serve good food, or we 
wouldn't still be around 
after thirty years,'* says 
Travis Lawley, owner of the 
Minuteman Pizza Parlor in 
Sand Springs. Not much has 
changed, he says. They still 
start each pizza with a little 
flour and some water, and 
the sauce is made fresh 
from the original owner's 
recipe. Order the local 
favorite, the '^Homerun,” 
basically a supreme, loaded 
down with pepperoni, 
sausage, and plenty of 
vegetables. (918) 241-1776 


@ BACK TO BASICS 

Sometimes the simplest 
things offer the most 
pleasure. We suggest taking 
the advice of editor in chief 
Lmiisa McCone: "^Stand next 
to huge grain elevators and 
look up." 



® BURGERS ALL 
AROUND 

Oklahoma Todfl)' advertising 
director Brian Brown raves 
about the burgers at Folger's 
Old-Fashioned Hamburgers 
in Ada. Since brothers Jim 
and Jerry Foiger like to **stick 


to the basics" you won't 
find much more on 
the menu than 
burgers and 
fries. (580) 

332-9808, 

For an old 
favorite in 
TuLsa, check out 
Brownie's Ham- 
burger Stand. Owner 
BLIJ Bowen says his burgers 
have put smiles on faces ever 
since they opened in 1956, 
and devotees go for the 
homemade coleslaw, pie, and 
root been (918) 744-0320. In 
Oklahoma City* a greasy 
onion burger at Abraham's 
Western Cafe always hits the 
spot (405) 843-8172 

© STRETCHING IT 
It's good to clear your mind 
before, during, and after a 
trip, and we think yoga is 
just the way to do it. In 
Tulsa, Linda Acton- Smith 
teaches the tranquil 
exercise at Yoga for 
Everybody, (918) 748- 
9642. Lana Billings 
at Lana's School 
of Dance in Enid 
teaches three 
weekly yoga classes. Rates 
range from $10 for a single 
session to $75 per month. 
(580) 233-5480. The Yoga 
Loft at Iglesia in Oklahoma 
City provides classes for $8 
per session. (405) 560-0539 

® FESTl-FULL 
One of our fa%^orite festivals 
takes place in the Pan- 
handle each spring. 
Guyinoii (population 
7,803) expects more than 
thirty thousand visitors to 
show up for this year's 
Pioneer Days. For ten days, 
locals and tourists celebrate 
Panhandle history with a 
rodeo* an arts and crafts 
show, a carnival, and a 


parade through 
downtown. This 
year, the city- 
wide event 
starts April 
29. (580) 
338-3376 

® BACK TO 
NATURE 

Martin Park Nature 
Center, a 140-acre 
wildlife refuge in north 
Oklahoma City, is the 
perfect place to escape 
urban wildlife while staying 
within the city limits. Two 
and a half miles of trails 
offer self-guided tours 
through the habitat. 

(405) 755-0676 

1 


lU . 
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© YOU WILL BECOME 
COMFORTABLY NUMB 
The dimly lit private room, 
calming music, and comfy 
slippers and robe are just a 
few of the creature comforts 
that make Norman's Le 
Visage Day Spa and Skin 
Care Salon's fifteen unique 
facials oh-so wonderful — 
not to mention the fact that 
each one leaves your face 
radiant and glowing. Facials 
run between $40 and $80. By 
appointment only. 

(405) 321-3223 
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® ABSOLUTELY NO 
MOWING ALLOWED ^ 

The Tallgrass Prairie Preserve 
in the Osage Hills is one of 
the best places to walk and 
feel alive in the world, says 
photographer Hal Cantwell. 
“The thing to do is to park, 
pick out a hilltop, and walk 
through the grass until you 
reach the top. The quiet 
beauty of the vista will make 
you marvel at the vastness of 
the original prairie.” 

(918) 287-4803 

® PIKEPASS 
We adore this little piece of 
plastic because it gets us 
everywhere in the state on 
all ten turnpikes without 
the hassle of stopping at a 
tollbooth. Begin an account 
with a minimum of forty 
dollars, and with each use 
the payment will automati- 
cally be deducted from your 
account. And the savings? 
Anywhere from five cents to 
thirty cents with each use. 
(405) 755-8655 

® EAT YOUR HEART 
OUT, RALPH LAUREN 
For twenty years, polo 
enthusiasts have converged 
in Norman at the Broad 
Acres Polo Club, founded by 
the late car dealer Bob 
Moore as a personal family 
getaway with hopes that it 
would encourage a family 
atmosphere for others. Polo 
season usually begins in 
April, and the playing 
continues through late 
October. Most matches 
are open to the public. 

(405) 364-7035 

® TREE IN THE 
WIND 

Production manager 
Colleen McIntyre 
can’t wait to get 
back to Whispering 



Pines, a bed and breakfast 
just south of Norman. 
McIntyre spent her honey- 
moon and first wedding 
anniversary at this cozy 
wooded getaway. Unlike 
other B8cBs, Whispering 
Pines has chefs on duty 
round-the-clock ready to 
whip up dinner if re- 
quested. Rates range from 
$85 to $165. (405) 447-0202 

® SSHHH, EMERIL 
“It’s like a little bit of New 
Orleans in Tulsa,” says fact- 
checker Gwen Dobbs of the 
White River Fish Market 
and Seafood Restaurant. The 
sixty-eight-year-old market 
is one of the largest fresh fish 
markets in the state, and 
they go through seventy 
gallons of gumbo per week. 
(918) 835-1910 

© MUSEUM NOIR 

What’s macabre to some 
fascinates others. That’s what 


makes the Oklahoma Prisons 
Historical Museum such an 
intriguing place. On the 
grounds of the state peniten- 
tiary in McAlester, this 
museum houses a full history 
of the state’s entire prison 
system. In addition to the 
biographies of Big Mac’s 
twenty-five wardens and each 
of the 102 men who have 
been executed behind prison 
walls, visitors will also see 
“Old Sparky,” the electric 
chair which was decommis- 
sioned in 1966. (918) 423-4700 

« HIGH-FLYING 
“Their sopapiUas made with 
whole oranges are absolutely 
out of this world,” says 
contributing editor Nancy 
Woodard of Enrique’s 
Mexican Cafe. Pilots fre- 
quently buzz through Ponca 
City just for the great 
Mexican food, located in the 
main terminal of the Ponca 
City Airport. (580) 762-5507 


© PATHWAYS 

Of the 351,068 acres of 
public land at the Ouachita 
National Forest in south- 
east Oklahoma, we think 
the Ouachita Trail is one of 
the best spots for hiking 
and backpacking in the 
area. Approximately 192 
miles in length with 
varying points of entry, the 
trail starts at Talimena 
State Park. (918) 567-2326 




® LATHERING UP 
leanette Koenig, owner of 
Route 66 in Oklahoma City, 
says Primal Elements hand- 
sliced soap is one of her best 
sellers. And it isn’t just 
popular with her female 
shoppers. “A lot of men like 
to use the Tahitian Vanilla 
for shaving. It’s full of olive 
and coconut oil, making it 
ideal for the face.” Loaves 
sell for $58 (a loaf yields 
about ten bars); for a single 
bar, $7. (405) 848-6166 

® INN STYLE 
^ “The McBirney Mansion is, 
without a doubt, the finest 
inn, hotel, or bed-and- 
breakfast I’ve ever stayed 
in,” says Louisa McCune 
of the exclusive Tulsa 
inn. Personal attention 
to every detail makes 
spending the night at 
the McBirney an 
experience in 
luxurious pamper- 
ing. Rates range 
from $1 19 to $225 
a night. 

(918) 585-3234 



® HERB S THE SCOOP 
Although their infamy stands 
with their plate-sized ^ 
longhorn beefburgers, the 
ninety-nine-year-old Meers 
Store and Restaurant also 
serves up a delicious cherry 
cobbler a la mode. Publisher 
loan Henderson says it^s out 
of this world, (580) 429-B051 




® WHERE THERE'S 
A WILL... 

“On The Ropin* FooP video 
[$19,95]; Will Rogers does 
simply amazing rope 
tricks — theyTe so good, city 
slickers think they are 
faked/’ says contributing 
editor Maura McDermott of 
the 1995 edition narrated by 
Will Rogers Ir, The video can 
be purchased in the gift shop 
of the Will Rogers Mem or ial 
Museum in Claremore 
(they’ll also ship it), 

(918) 341-0719 

® CINE-TRICKS 

The best movie seat in 
Oklahoma City is in the new 
IMAX theater at the 
Omniplex, No matter where 
you sit, the seven -story 
dome screen and 36,000- 


watt digital sound system 
will surround you, Everest is 
its current cinematic 
wonder, (405) 602-3663 

® OUR GYRO 
For the last twenty-one years, 
Angelo Dimas has made 
many a Sooner fan happy, 
serving hundreds of gyros on 
game day at the Greek House 
in Norman, Brian Brown, a 
Norman native, says their 
gyro is “the best on the 
planet— the cucumber sauce 
is tangy, tomatoes are ripe, 
and the pita bread is soft and 
warm/' Gyro sandwiches sell 
for $3.49, and a dinner plate 
with fries goes for $4.62, 

(405) 364-6300 

© SUCH A CUTUP 
Ask any of the five men In 
white what to do with a rump 
roast, and each will offer 
terrific suggestions for your 
upcoming ineaL The butchers 
at Kamp’s in Oklahoma City 
fill orders with a coDective 1 1 3 
years of experience. From 
andouille, Italian, or smoked 
sausage (hand stuffed and 
linked by Bill Kainp for 
the last twenty years) to 
whole chickens, these 
guys can't be beat, 
(405)524-2251 


© RIDE 'EM 
COWBOY 
“We try to make it an 
adventure rather than 
just a trail ride/’ says 
Greg Hayes, who 


owns and operates the stables 
at Roman Nose Resort Park 
near Watonga. For a group of 
at least five people, stable 
cowboys will take riders on 
an overnight trail ride and 
campout for $125 a person. 
Prices for more basic rides 
start at $ 1 5 per person, 

(580) 623-4354 



® HIGH CHURCH A 

Completed in 1929, Tulsa’s 
Boston Avenue United 
Methodist Church is the first 
house of worship within its 
denomination to be built In 
the cathedral style. The 
building was designed by Dr, 
Adah Robinson, and Bruce 
Goff contributed to the art’ 
deco design of the building. 
The church was placed on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1978 and 
was made a National 
Historic Landmark in 1999. 
(918) 583-5181 


©JUST PEACHY 
If apples, pumpkins, or 
blackberries are on your 
shopping list, the Livesay 
Orchard near Porter is a 
must ’Stop, The Lives ays also 
have quite a pumpkin patch 
in the fall — somewhere in 
the sixty acres of vine should 
be just the right pumpkin 
for carving. (918) 483-2102 


© SONGS IN THE KEY 
OF DRIVE 

A road trip just wouldn't be 
right without the perfect 
music. One of our favorite 
CDs is The Wheels Roll by 
Stillwater-raised Bruce 
Henderson, With a title like 
that and songs like “I Can 
Drive” and “White Lines/ 
Blacktop,” it’s no wonder it’s 
our pick for tunes in the car. 



When Henderson performed 
on The Late Show last 
December, David Letterman 
said of bis latest offering. 
Beyond the Pale, “There’s not 
a bad song on the CD,” 


® DON'T WANT TO 
LIVE LIKE A REFUGEE 

The visitor center at the 
Wichita Mountains Wildlife 
Refuge should he a part of 
any traveler s journey 
through the refuge. The 
center interprets the environ- 
ment found just outside, 
including the grasslands, rock 
lands, and aquatic area. Once 
there, you’ll have a better 
idea of what to look for while 
on the refuge. (580) 429-3221 
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Take the next exit to Love’s and see why 
we’re The Stop of Choice! With more 
locations throughout Oklahoma to serve you, 


we offer the highest quality gasolines for your 
automobile, and we have raised the standard 
when it comes to pampering travelers. 
Features like gift shops, 24-hour quick-serve 
restaurants, clean restrooms, and a 
dedication to fast, friendly service bring 
customers back again and again. Love’s is 
everything you want in a travel stop. 







® SOUP'S ON * 

The perfect lunch? A bowl of 
soup may not seem substan- 
tial enough for a midday 
meab but when you see the 
size of a large order of 
noodle soup from Oklahoma 
City\s Pho Ca Dao, you'll be 
converted like we were. A 
large bowl of soup, $5.15, 
Located in the heart of the 
city's Little Saigon district 
(405) 521-8819 

® CHEERS 


Morning Sun 


COME YE, EN- 
LIGHTENED ONES 
Jean Barnes Books in 
Oklahoma City opened in 
1961 with a goal to serve the 
seekers of the world. Of the 
28,000 Utles 
that now line 
the shelves, 
expect to find 
spiritual books 
like tlie Dalai 
Lama’s The An 
of Happiness 
and 

Sm on n White 
Piano by Dr. 

Robin R. ►- 
Meyers, a minister at the 
Mayilower Congregational 
Church in Oklahoma City. 


lano 
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© DANCING QUEEN 
The real cowboy^’s play- 
ground,” is GrahanTs 
Cetitral Station motio, and 
it’s the place in Oklahoma 
City to go tw'o-stepping, 
says associate editor 
[conifer Breedlove. (405) 
949-1691 


© LAKE HOUSE 

Lake Hudson is a small, 
pine- ridged lake in north- 
eastern Oklahoma and one 
of two lakes in the state 
offering lakefront 
residential prop- 
erty. Despite this, 
Lake Hudson, 
located east of 
Sal in a, has man- 
aged to remain 
quiet, with very 
little commercial 
development , 
iAtmong fisherman, 
It is known as “the 
best bass take in 
Oklahoma,” and if you 
want to cast vour line, there 


kj 
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A beer is a beer is a beer. But 
at TapWerks Ale House 8c 
Cafe, beer takes on a whole 
new meaning with 106 
domestic and import 
.specialty beers on tap and 
another 140 bottled indul- 
gences. When we belly up to 
the copper -cove red forty- 
five- foot bar at Oklahoma 
City’s Bricktown location, it's 
usually for one of the house 
concoction.s, like the Snake 
B i te, m a de wi t h G ui n ness 
Stout and Woodpecker 


Cider. (405) 319-9599 


T 


(405) 946-0621 

© PRIMITIVE FINDS 

You won’t find any replicas 
at Outskirts Antiques, a 
3, 000 -square -foot antique 
store that deals mostly in 
high-end primitives from 
1840 to 1930. Owner Jim 
Booze also hawks his own 
furniture line, called “Barn 
Again” — pieces fashioned by 
Booze from the wood of 
bams or farmhouses. 

Located on Route 66 east of 
Chandler. (405) 258-2902 


are several bass tourna- 
ment.s held annually on the 
water. (918) 434-6658 

® IN THE GREEN 
The Philbrook Museum of 
Art in Tulsa may house 
one of the world’s premier 
collections of N ative 
American art, but some- 
times we like to skip the 
inside and head straight for 
the beautiful gardens. 

While you’re there, check 
out the gift shop. 

(918) 749-7941 



© I THINK I CAN ^ 

On the first Saturday of each 
October, the lOOK Hills of 
Oklahoma Bike Tour in 
Sulphur gives riders a 
breath t a ki ng — I i t era 1 1 y — 
glimpse of Oklahoma. Less 
breathy bicyclists can opt for 
the shorter seven, fourteen, 
or fifty-one mile rides. For 
registration information, 
(580) 622-2824. 

© HITTING A PLATEAU 
Photographer Hal Cantwell 
believes the Black Mesa in the 
Panhandle is the best place to 
sit and be at peace in the 
workl. “The views are endless, 
the silence is large, and the 
solitude is tremendous.” 
(580)426-2222 

® SPIN CITY 
Since their vinyl and cassette 
beginnings in the 1970s, 
Starship Records & Tapes in 
Tulsa has bad to change with 
the times. Although they sell 
mostly CDs now, you can still 
buy vinyl of just about every 
variety and taste. 

(918) 583-0638 
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provide more than 550 
exhibitors a place to sell their 
wares with enough room to 
breathe. Now in its sixth year, 
the show takes place at the 
Tulsa fairgrounds July 14-16. 
(800) 755-5488 




<P LOCATION, LOCA- 
TION, LOCATION ► 
Of the 4 1 2 cabins run by the 
Oklahoma Tourism and 
Recreation Department, 

Cabin No. 1 at Robbers Cave 
State Park near Wilburton just 
might be our favorite. It’s one 
of two specialty cabins in the 
park, set apart by hand- 
rubbed pine interiors, but we 
like it for the view: it’s the only 
cabin in the park that rests on 
the bluff. Weekend availability 
is rare, so reservations should 
be made ahead. Rates for 
Cabins No. 1 and 2 are $88. 
(918) 465-2565 

® FIGHTING GLARE 
WITH FLAIR 
If you require glasses for 
driving and have money to 
burn, these specs are the elite 
of their class. With silver 
palladium on the sidepieces 
(the same used on the 
bumpers of Rolls Royce 
automobiles), these Mont 
Blanc glasses take the cake. 
This pair, $350. The only 
place in the 
state to 
find 
them is 

Oklahoma Cit/s 
Eyecare Optometry. 

(405) 232-0877 

® GOING BATTY 
Spelunking, looking for 
bats, or simply taking a 
scenic drive? Look no 
further than Alabaster 
Caverns State Park near 
Freedom, where late fall is 


the best time to see the 
roosting habits of .some two 
thousand bats. (580) 621-3381 

® NATIVE LESSONS 
On the campus of Muskogee’s 
Bacone College sits the Ataloa 
Lodge museum, a storehouse 
for original Indian arts and 
crafts. Expect to see artifacts 
like a land grant signed by 
Abraham Lincoln and a 
personal water jug used by 
Geronimo. (918) 683-4581 

© FLYING COLORS 
In 1999, Northwest Aero 
Services in Enid won the 
national award for the mo.st 
“converts-prospects,” people 
who came in for a “discovery 
flight” but then went on to 
become student pilots. One 
hundred percent of the folks 
who walked in their office 
were placed with 
an instructor, 
performed a safety 
inspection on the aircraft, 
taxied out on the runway, and 
took at least a 30 to 45- 
minute flight over Enid. 
You’ll find Northwest Aero at 
Woodring Airport, where 
your cockpit awaits. 

(580) 233-4531. Log on to 
www.beapilot.com for fifteen 
other area flight schools that 
offer discovery flights. 


© CAMOUFLAGED 
Contributing editor Joel 
Everett says there's nothing 
like dove hunting in 
Harmon County. “With 
Texas at your back and 
sweat in your eyes, the dove 
veer and dart toward you in 
the searing wind, flying at 
speeds of sixty miles an 
hour. This is real wing- 
shooting. You almost have 
to grow up with it.” Dove 
sea.son opens September 1 . 
'Fhe Wildlife Department, 
(405) 521-2730. 

® ALL STRINGS 
The Enid Symphony Center is 
itself a masterpiece of 
restoration. Once an aban- 
doned Masonic temple, the 
gorgeous center, located on 
the top floors of the Knox 
Building, now boasts gold-leaf 
molding and trompe I’oeil 
imagery. For concert sched- 
ule, (580) 237-9646. 

© HEARTS 
& CRAFTS 
While some craft 
shows seem to 
burst at the 
seams, the 
Heart of TuLsa 
Arts and 
Crafts Show 
manages to 


© TRES CHIC 
Wilshire Garden Market in 
Oklahoma City offers an 
eclectic assortment of 
gardening tools and adorn- 
ments, and Oklahoma 
artists’ wares make bold 
statements among the 
selection — metal garden 
sculptures from the Tulsa line 
Garden Diva, rustic bird- 
houses from Chickasaw, and 
pressed-tin planters by the 
Antique Garden in Bethany. 
(405) 879-1121 

© TRAVEL GIANT 
Most folks know Jim 
Buratti as the host of 
Discover Oklahoma. He’s 
been on the show since its 
beginning in April 1991 and 
has missed only one of four 
hundred appearances. We 
love Jim for his wealth of 
information about his 
adopted home of Oklahoma 
(he’s a Jersey boy) and 
completely trust his advice 
on restaurants 
statewide. 

Check local 
li.stings for 
Discover Okla^ 
lioma showtimes 
— they vary in 
different areas 
across the state. 


® FRESH AIR 
For outdoor dining, try The 
Wild Fork at Utica Square in 
Tulsa. The fourteen ’table 
patio is open year round, and 
the restaurant even keeps a 
supply of blankets on hand 
for the customer who really 
wants the courtyard view 
despite the nip in the air. 
Their website, wildfork.com, 
includes menu updates and a 
recipe of the month. 
(918)742-0712 

® WILD, WILD WEST 
Hal Cantwell calls the 
Western History Collections 
“the most amazing place to 
gain a sense of Oklahoma 
history/' Located on the OU 
campus, the collection houses 
dose to 34 million manu- 
scripts and more than 
400,000 photographs, all 
available to the public. As 
Cantwell suggests, “Spend an 
afternoon looking at their 
photography collection, and 
you will begin to understand 
this state/' (405) 325-3641 

® HIT THE DIRT 

More than ten miles of paved 


trails surround Oklahoma 
Cit>''s Lake Hehier, ready 
for runners, bikers, and 
Rollerblade fans alike, 
lust north of the area, 
dirt trails are designed for 
mountain bike riders. They Ve 
thick and tough in the 
summer, but a beginner can 
make it through the chal- 
lenge. (405) 297-3882 

© A RIVER RUNS 
THROUGH IT 
Spring is the perfect time to 
put your oars in the water 
and take in the beauty of 
Oklahoma’s waterways from 
the seat of a boat Try the 
canoes and kayaks at Beavers 
Bend River Floats. Fora 
two-and-a- half- mile stretch 
of the Mountain Fork River, 
rates run $20 per canoe; for 
an eight -and -a- half- mile 
stretch, $30. (580) 494-6070 

© HUMDINGER 

Flalim 8i Mi mi's Deli, a 
p u r vey o r of Le ba n ese plate 
lunches, has become a Tulsa 
institution. Our favorites 
include the charcoal 
chicken, Minii's made-from- 
scratch hummus (no canned 
garbanzo beans here — ^she 
cooks them herself), and the 
pocket bread. The platter 
costs $5.40, (918) 599-9623 

© IN THE ROUND 
It may be an old favorite, 

^ but it's made our list 
none-theless. Last 
year, the Round Barn 
near Arcadia received 
the 1999 National 
Preservation Honor 
Award. A fun gift shop 
within sells Route 66 
memorabilia. 

(405) 396-2761 

® TOWN TALK 
Rich Fisher’s radio 






show, StudioTulsa, “is ver)' 
intelligent,’* says contributing 
editor Maura McDermott. 
“Fisher interviews great guests 
who come to Tulsa to speak 
or who have written about 
Tulsa/' FI is sho w airs at 1 1 :30 
a.m. weekdays on FM 89.5 
KWGS. (918) 631-2649 

© SKY'S THE LIMIT 

Weak stomachs not allowed. 
The Oklahoma Diving 
Center in Cushing, (918) 
225-2222, is the place to go 
in central Oklahoma. The 
largest skydiving center in 
the state, they offer classes 
each Saturday and Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. For $135, a 
beginner can jump tandem 
with a qualified instructor. 
Also, try Pegasus Skydiving 
in Chickasha, (405) 222- 
1445; or Skydive Tulsa, 

(918) 343-5867. 

© SLAPHAPPY 
What is it about Slapout that 
we like so much? For a town 
that's never reached more 
than forty-three residents— 
and that was in the Forties^ — 
it does have something of a 
history. Its name came 
about in the Thirties when 
road crews constructing 
Highway 3 sought supplies 
in Tom Lemmons's not- 
well-stocked general store. 


To their endless requests, 
Lemmons would reply that 
he was “slap out" of it. Not a 
lot happens in Slapout these 
days, but in 1993 the little 
hamlet gained its five 
minutes of fame when the 
Race Across America bicycle 
ride spun through town: 
Slapout was the halfway 
po i n t , exac t ly 1 ,44 7 m i 1 es 
into the 2,914 mile race. The 
tow'n is located less than ten 
miles into the Panhandle 
when traveling west. 



© TAKE ME OUT... ^ 
Ask anyone who enters its 
gates, and they'll tell you that 
Bricktown Ballpark in 
Oklahoma City is the nicest 
Triple A facility they've ever 
seen. This year's season kicks 
off with an exhibition game 
April 1. (405) 218-1000 
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® FALLEN 

[ We think this serene, 120-acre 
slice of paradise just west of 
Siloam Springs is one of the 
most inviting parks in 
Oklahoma. Stepping into 
Natural Falls State Park is like 
walking into a pristine forest. 
With seventy known varieties 
of moss, twenty-five fern 
varieties, flowering dogwood, 
and all types of \%ildfiawers in 
its midst, a seventy-seven- 
foot waterfall cascades to the 
pond below. (918) 422-5802 

® THE OPEN ROAD 

Former editoriai assistant 
Kelly Crow’s ideal highway 
drive is from Oklahoma City 
to Lawton along Interstate 
44. '"My favorite spot is 
coming to the top of a big 
hill and seeing the Wichitas 
suddenly jump onto the 
horizon in indigo blue. The 
sky is so wide and 
overpowering 
out there 
on the " 
south- 
western 
plains*" It’s 
an eighty- seven- 
mile dri%^e west from 
downtown Oklahoma City 
to Lawton* 

® STEAKfNG ACCLAIM 
At Stockyards City in 
Oklahoma City sits a Sooner 
State institution no list 
woLiid be complete without. 
Cattlemen’s Steak House is 
where locals take out-of- 
town ers for a cut of meat y 


from "plains-grazed” cattle* 
TheyTe also known for their 
chicken fried steak (which 
comes with a choice of 
potato and dinner salad for 
$7.50). (405) 236-0416 

® YOU OLD SWEETIE 
You won’t find any fancy 
fia voted coffees, bul inside 
4'ahlequah’s Morgan s 
Bakery youTe likely to 
find doughnuts of a 
sizes, thirty 
different kinds 
of fancy 
cookies, and 
all types of 
bread loaves 
(they even sell 
gourmet dog biscuits). 
Contributing editor Joel 
Everett calls their cinnamon 
rolls his favorite. The 
doughnut dough is formed 
into four-inch squares with 
raisins filling each layer. The 
rolls are removed from 
the oven while the 
dough still has a 
, ^ slighliy gooey 
^ “ texture, and the 
final product is 
smothered with icing. 
Cinnamon rolls sell for 99 
cents apiece and can be 
shipped. (918)456-3731 

© RUNNING FOR 
YOUR LIFE 
Whether ymiVe been a 
jogger iill your life, or )^ou’re 
an out- of- shape neophyte. 
The Runner is your source, 
says contributing editor 
Steffi e Corcoran, who 


regularly hits the pavement 
five times a week. Tlie store 
sells nearly every line of shoe 
on the market, 
on finding the exact 
shoe to fit your foot. 
Flat-footed, higli 
arches, narrow 
width — no problem* 

(405) 755-8888 

® ROAD LESS 
TRAVELED 

rhere’s a small 
bit of 

Highway 
77 just 
north of 
Guthrie that 
contributing 
editor l.D. 

Merryweather thinks is 
the best place in the state 
for a motorcycle ride* He 
describes it as winding, 
somewhat hilly, and with 
tight corves perfect for 
cycles* Old bridges add to 
the scenery. Consult your 
map and hit the road* 

® UNITED WE STAND 
Right in the heart of Tushka 
where Highway 69 and 75 
intensect, two neighboring 
roadside fruit stands have 
cornered the market on 
traveler.s’ conveniences for 
southeast Oklahoma. Sears 
Fruit Stand and Pat’s Fruit 
Stand sell everything from 
plants and fruit to hard 
candy and peanuts* Sears, 
(580) 889-2484; Paris, 

(580) 889-3415* 

© MAMA MIA 
Besides their famed home- 
made sausage, Lovera’s 
Grocer)' in Krebs makes a 
miiffriletta that Brian Brown 
calls "’a heart attack on a 
plate, a delicious mess." The 
muffiiletta is chock full of 
Lovera's .specialties; swiss 


chee.se, three deli 
meats, and homemade olive 
salad. A whole muffuletta 
served on an Italian loaf is 
$12, but iris available as a half 
order for $6 and a quarter 
orderfor$3* (918) 423-2842 

© EXTRA, EXTRA 
With more than thirty-seven 
hundred magazine titles and 
sixty (mo.stly Sunday) 
newspapers, Taylor’s is the 
“largest newsstand in the 
state, and we’re working on 
becoming largest in the 
Southwest,” says Hal Priddy, 
owner of the eighty-seven- 
year-old downtown Okla- 
homa City shop. Open seven 
days a week. (405) 239-61 1 


® STOMPING 
GROUNDS 

When driving into Hominy, 
you can’t miss Cha Tullis's 
“New Territory,” fifteen 
mounted warriors standing 
between sixteen and 
nineteen feet high* The 
sculptures sit high above the 
town on the Osage Hills. 
(918) 885-4939 


® DANCE HALL DAYS 
On February 9, 1934, Bob 
VVilL and the Texas Playboys 
made history for Cain's 
Ballroom when they 
played the first of their nine 
years' worth of daily broad- 
cast concerts* But now when 
concert“gi>ers vvalk through 
the doors, it isn't just for 
good old countrv^ music. 
Cain's plays host to artists like 
Delbert McCIinton, Primus 
with P*0*D*. and even the 
d'uisa Philharmonic. 

(918) 747-0001 

® PICTURE PERFECT 

While setting out with a 
camera seems like a good 
idea to most of us, some 
people have more specific 
ideas in mind. Photographer 
Hal Cantwell says his perfect 
day in Oklahoma is “to be 
up and out just as a summer 



under the ownership 
of Bob and Helen flam mo ns* 
In 1976 when the shop 
changed hands, Bob passed his 
sauce recipe on to the current 
owner. Phi! Henderson, who 
still cooks with tlie completely 
unmodified original 1933 
brick pit, using pecan wood 
for heat* Henderson regitrds 
himself as “custodian of a 
sacred trust,” and ever>^ time 
you eat one of his pig 
sandwiches, you can almost 
taste the heritage behind it. 

( 405) 238-2332 


be heard each Sunday 
evening on FM 107*7 from 
7-9 p.m* (405) 524-0738 or 
WWW. bluedoorm usic.com 

© COLD AS ICE 
4 The Arctic Edge Ice Arena 
in Edmond is one of our 
favorite places to hit the 
ice. Aside from open skate 
times, lessons ate available 
as well as hockey leagues for 
all ages. Tuesday is “Family 
Night” — the whole family 
gets in for $ 1 2* 

(405) 748-5454 

© HAIL, CAESAR 
“I've tried them the %vorld 
over, and Fve never found a 
better caesar salad,” says 
Kelly Crow, now a journalism 
graduate student at New 
York's Columbia University, 
and we agree with her* At 
Ground Floor Cate in 


“small, crystal clear lake 
surrounded by cedar trees 
with no high-powered 
motorboats.” Located in the 
Cedar Lake National Recre- 
at I on Area near Heavener, it's 
just the right size for an 
afternoon dip* “Watch out for 
nibbling perch,” says Bright. 
(918) 653-2991 

© MEDAL MAKER 
They put the meaning 
behind the name — the 
Olympic-sized pool at 
Oklahoma City Community 
College was built in 1989 to 
host the U.S. Olympic 
Festival aquatic competitions 
held in the Sooner State. You 
don't have to be a world- 
record-holder to swim some 
laps, but fifty meters can 
seem like forever if you Ye 
used to an average indoor 
pool. (405) 682-1611 



dawn is breaking, camera in 
place, waiting for exactly the 
right light.” 

® TICKLED PORK 
At Bob's Pig Shop in Pauls 
Valley, the secret to success 
lies in the pig sandwich 
recipe that has been passed 
down only once — ’and only 
then with the promise that it 
would never be written 
down* Bob's opened in 1933 


® DOOR NUMBER ONE 
rhe Blue Door owner Greg 
lohnson regularly brings 
world -class folk music to the 
stage at this 100-seat venue 
in Oklahoma City* Jimmy 
LaFave, Ramblin' lack 
Elliott, and Guy Clark have 
all played the Blue Door. 
Johnson doesn’t serve 
alcohol, but patrons are 
welcome to bring their own 
drinks. His radio show can 


Oklahoma City, three types of 
lettuce are tossed with 
homemade dressing (includ- 
ing tlie anchovies), fresh 
Parmesan cheese, and 
croutons. (405) 232-2233 or 
(405) 842-2233 

© WATER SIGN 
Cedar Lake in Heavener gets 
our vote for favorite swim- 
ming hole* Contributing 
editor Sheilah Bright calls it a 


© ON YOUR MARK 
Way down in the southeast 
part of the state, the commu- 
nity of Hollis hosts the 
Cotton Pickin' Run. It's a 
small event that's great for 
runners who don't want to 
get trampled by larger 
crowds— last year eighty- 
nine racers took off for the 
5K and twenty- nine showed 
for the one-mile fun run. 
This year's eighth annual run 
starts at 3 p.m* on September 
24. (580) 688-2419 

® THEATRE REDUX 
At Ponca City's Poncan 
Theater, a restored 1927 
Spanish-Colonial Revival 
style theatre, audiences will 
be charmed by local plays or 
Glen Campbell bringing 
down the house with a 
rendition of “Wichita 
Lineman*'' Located at the 
corner of First and Grand. 
(580) 765-0943 
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® WRITING A STORM 
If you’re like us, writing is 
an integral part of any 
journey. We recommend the 
Tornado pen by Retro 1951 
for whirlwind effects. If 
you’re in Oklahoma City, try 
Copelin’s Office Center, 
(405) 235-7367; or check 
out Serendipity in Jenks, 
(918) 298-5628. 

® BEACHED 
A virtual Route 66 icon. As 
an anniversary present for 
his wife Zelta, Hugh Davis 
and his friend Harold 
Thomas built this eighty- 
one-foot-long smiling blue 
whale near Catoosa. Made of 
sucker rods and cement on 
the pond across from his 
house, it took two years to 
complete. They couldn’t 
keep passersby out of the 
pond, so a year later in 1972, 
they opened the swimming 
hole to the public. Though 
now closed for swimming, 
Zelta still lives across the 
highway, and the Blue 
Whale rests in peace. 

(918) 266-6042 y 



® STRINGING US 
^ ALONG 
‘"Banjos” combined 
with “Guthrie” can 
mean only one of two 
things. One: Byron 
Berline and the Oklahoma 
International Bluegrass 
Festival, held each October 
for five-stringed banjo fans. 
Two: The Guthrie )azz 
Banjo Festival, a world-class 
gathering of world-fiimous 
banjo players held each May. 
Both festivals take place 
throughout downtown. 
(405)282-1948 

® FINGER LICKIN' 
GOOD 

Names can be deceiving. 
Eischen’s Bar in Okarche is 
more than just a watering 
hole. In fact, most folks walk 
over the green, sawdust- 
covered floors, skip the beer, 
and plant themselves down 
for an order of Eischen’s 
secret recipe fried chicken. 
Nick Eischen opened the 
saloon in 1896, but in 1993 a 
fire destroyed the building, 
and some thought it would be 
the end of the beloved 
chicken. Ed Eischen, Nick’s 
grandson, vowed to rebuild 
and opened in the same spot 
seven months later. 

(405) 263-9939 

© PAGE-TURNER 
A trip wouldn’t be complete 
without a book to help pass 
the moments. And who 
better to read about on a 
journey than Oklahoma’s 
favorite son. Will Rogers: A 
Biography ($14) by Ben 
Yagoda takes the reader 
through 335 pages of 
Rogers’s life from its 
beginnings in Indian 
Territory to his untimely 
death in a plane crash with 
Wiley Post. 


©LIGHTNING ^ 
FLASHES 

Spring rains bring great 
entertainment to a sky 
near you. And lucky for 
Oklahomans, the state 
offers a great vantage 
point in just about 
every comer. The website 
spc.noaa.gov monitors 
storms twenty-four-hours a 
day across the nation, and 
since they’re headquartered 
in Norman, you’re likely to 
see a good amount of 
Oklahoma-based reports. 
This photo was taken in 
Ponca City. 


® BORN FREE 
I’he Wichita Mountains 
Wildlife Refuge is our favorite 
place to experience new life. 
From the herd of 565 bison, 
calves begin appearing in late 
February, but May and lune 
are the ideal months to see all 
types of babes, including 
fawns, longhorn calves, and 
elk calves, lane Bechtold, an 
outdoor recreation planner at 
the preserve, says, ‘‘Spring is 
the best time around here. 
The grass is green, the 
wildflowers are in bloom, and 
we have lots of young 
wildlife.” (580) 429-3222 

© A HANDLE ON IT 
Roughing it in the Pan- 
handle is )oel Everett’s idea 
of a good time. He suggests 
horseback riding through 
the Black Mesa, then 
stopping at Kenton’s 
Mercantile for a soda, 

(580) 261-7447. At 
nightfall, rest your 
head at the Hitching 
Post Lodge, 

(580) 261-7413. 



® EVER AFTER 
Looking for the perfect 
traveling companion? Check 
out Happy Endings: Pets Go 
Public, a weekly thirty- 
minute television program 
showcasing the dogs and cats 
scheduled for euthanasia at 
the city animal control 
shelter and the pets at the 
Humane Society of Stillwater 
who are up for adoption. 
“Our philosophy is the right 
animal always ends up with 
the right owner if they’re 
given enough time,” says Kel 
Pickens. The show runs 
every Tuesday and Wednes- 
day at 4:30 and 8 p.m. on 
local cable channel sixteen. 
(405) 377-1701 
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® ROUGHING IT 

For twenty- four years^ 
Backwoods has provided 
Oklahoma hikers and 
backpackers with all sorts of 
outdoor gear. Kelly Crow, a 
former Oklahoma Today 
editorial assistant, bought her 
favorite piece of luggage from 
Backwoods before she trekked 
around Europe in 1 998. She 
describes it as a backpack with 
wheels attached, “so you can 
zip up the straps and pull out 
the handle and pull, ft's 
hardier than any other 
backpack Tve ever seen, and 
yet it's small enough to carry 
on a plane.” It sells for $250. 
Oklahoma City, (405) 751- 
7376; or Tulsa, (9 1 8) 664-7850. 

® LOAF OF 
BREAD . AND THOU 
Big Sky Bread Company in 
Oklahoma City prides itself 
on only using healthy 
ingredients like “rich, 
organically grown Montana 
wheat, no processed sugar, 
no oils, no presen^atives, and 
no cholesterol.” Big Sky 
offers breads from Pesto 
Parmesan to Amish Style 
White. (405) 879-0330 


® BLACK GOLD 
Oklahoma is the only state in 
the union with oil rigs on its 
Capitol grounds. The most 
famous of those twenty- 
four rigs is Petunia#!. 
“She” was built in 1942, 
and her base runs well 
over a mile beneath the 
capitol. Though they 
may not spout black gold 
anymore, these rigs loom 
as an expression of 
Oklahoma's continuing 
stronghold rn the oil 
induslr)'. 

® RIDING THE 
STORM OUT 

Tornado chasing has gained 
pop u 1 ari ty si n ce H o I lywo od 's 
glamor izat ion of the neo- 
spon in the 1996 blockbuster 
Twhter. If you have the 
proper background, equip- 
ment, and the necessary 
bravado, Oklahoma supplies 
the best of American soil for 
chasing down the elusive 
tornado. The Oklahoma 
Weather Center has a 
comprehensive website 
(owc.ou.edu), featuring the 
famed School for Meteorol- 
ogy at OU — helpful when 
tracking storms. 

(405) 325-6561 

® ENTER PEACE 

Whether it's a perm, color 
treatment, or basic haircut 
you seek, Eden Salon & Spa 
in Oklahoma City is among 
the best. When it comes to 
your head, it's not just your 
hair Eden is worried 
about — they offer several 
services, including a stress- 
relieving shampoo, $1 5; and 
a Purescription Treatment, 
which leaves hair condi- 
tioned and comes with 
custom scalp therapy. 

{405} 722-3336 or 
\^^^,edensalon.com 
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© NEIGHBORLY 
Gina Stanley, an Oklahoma 
Today account executive, 
says Zink Park in Tulsa is 
the place to go. This small, 
midtown park is “full of 
trees and has a small creek 
running through it with an 
open area below a tree-lined 
drop-off. It s so shady in the 
summer, and the creek is 
more like a bubbling 
brook,” she says. For a piece 
of this little slice of heaven, 
find the corner of Forty- first 
and Trenton and march in, 

© HAIL TO THE CHIEF 
We know Chief Mankiller 
isn't a tourist destination 
herself, but the Cherokee 
Cultural Center in 
Tahlequah houses the 
Cherokee National Mu- 
seum, where a wealth of 
information can be found 
about one of the most 
respected women in 
Oklahoma. (918) 456-6007 



® ANOTHER WORLD 
“The shrunken heads in the 
Wooiaroc museum make an 
impression on people,” says 
Maura McDermott, “hi fact, 
the whole museum is very 
idiosyncratic.” Frank 
Phillips's retreat near 
Bartlesville includes a gift 
shop and nature preserve. 
(918)336-0307 

® JUICED- UP 

While we love their eggnog 

and their crinkly fries too, 
the limeade fountain drink 
at Braum's is enough to 
make our eyes roll. Made 
the old-fashioned way with 
fresh -squeezed limes 
(sometimes three limes per 
serving), limeade prices 
range from 79 cents to 
$1,59. For store locations, 
log on to www.hraums.com. 

© THE LONG AND 
WINDING ROAD 
There are many to choose 
from, but perhaps the most 
breathtaking view in our 
state can be taken in along 
the Talimena Scenic Byway 
in southeastern Oklahoma. 
Beginning in Talihina on 
State Highway I, follow this 
fifty-four mile path through 
the Ouachita Mountains to 
its end in Mena, Arkansas. 
Along the way are numer- 
ous scenic turnouts ideal 
for capturing your own 
Kodak moment. 




(918) 567-3434 
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Convention Visitors 



Railr9ad Museum of Oklahoma 


^Vermienl 


Glidewi 


David Allen Memorial 
Ballpark 

Enid Symphony Center 
Gaslight Theatre 
Government Springs Park 


BUREAU 

(888) 229-2443 


Enid, Oklahoma 


Attractions: 




Humphrey Heritage 
Village 


Adventure Quest 


Museum of the Cherokee 
Strip 


Railroad Museum of 
Oklahoma 


George s Antique Auto 
Museum 


Midgley Museum 


Leonardos Discovery 
Warehouse 


Adventure Quest 


Robert Bartunek Winery 


2000 Events: 


March 23-25 Cherokee 
Strip Stampede PRCA 
Rodeo 4 

May 3-6 Tri-State /'j ^ 
Music Festival 


January 13-17 
Chautauqua in the Park 


September 14-16 
Cherokee Strip Days 
Celebration 


November 24-January I 
2001 Enid Lights Up 
the Plains ^ 





With the ri^ht vision and the 
right imyeslors, the Hotel 
Ambassador is once again 
a Tulsa landmark. 

BY LOUISA MCCUNL 

PHOTOCRAI’HY 
BY I.D. MHRRY WEATHER 


rt dotce viftjy says the hotel 
brochure* The Italian refer- 
ence to the sweet life promises 
much from the newly renovated Motel 
AmbassadoTt the first of the popular bou- 
tique hotels found the world over to arrive 
in Oklahoma. While following througli on 
promises of the tiolce vita sort can be a 
deathtrap for a new business, the Ambas- 
sador more than delivers the goods. 
Celebrating its first year back in opera- 
tion in May, this fifty- five- room hotel spe- 
cializing in "Old World” service has been 


something of a landmark on the outskirts 
of down town T ulsa since its beginnings in 
1929* It's also been something of an eye- 
sore. First a hotel for early Tulsa's wealthy 
boomtown fortune seekers, the nine-story 
building eventually wound up as an apart- 
ment hotel, then a senior living center, 
and finally an empty rundown building 
eliciting sighs from those who knew its 
former grandeur* A little bit like Okla- 
homa City's Skinhn Plaza, you might say. 
(In fact, Oklahoma City preservationists 
are looking to the Ambassador as inspira- 
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room acts as much a tribute to Hurley as 
a reading room. Perhaps one of 
Oklahoma’s more powerful figures in the 
twentieth century, Hurley served under 
President Hoover as secretary of war and 
later as U.S. ambassador to China and 
then Iran under FDR. Photographs of his 
impressive military career (with Mao, 
Stalin, and Lindbergh too) line the walls, 
as do paintings by his equally respected 
son, artist Wilson Hurley (whose most fa- 
mous paintings are the enormous western 
landscapes at the National Cowboy Hall 
of Fame). 

A typical room has a king-size bed, 
which sits high off the floor and comes 
with a pillow-top mattress and triple 
sheets. For the business traveler, dual-line 
phones, data ports, and cordless phones 
are standard amenities. Terry cloth bath- 
robes and fluffy towels are offered in the 
bath area, itself exquisitely tiled with Ital- 
ian quarried stone. Says desk clerk Roy 
Lee, a seven-year veteran of the Tulsa ho- 
tel industry, “We’re able to better take care 
of guests because of the relaxed atmo- 
sphere. It's just the way it’s run.” 

Personal and unflappable attention to 
guests does indeed make for a sweet stay 
at the Hotel Ambassador. Booking a 
room at this boutique hotel rich in tra- 
dition is more than just a night’s stay in 
the Oil Capital. It’s a lesson in history 
and an experience in great taste. 

Hotel Ambassador room rates range from 
$135 to $193. The hotel is located at the 
corner of Fourteenth and South Main. (918) 
587-8200 or mvw.hotelambassador-tulsa.com 


tion for the future of the Skirvin.) 

In 1997, after ten years in this state of 
abandoned disrepair, Paul Coury, a Tulsa 
developer, and several investors made a 
deal with the Catholic Archdiocese to ac- 
quire the building for next to nothing. The 
renaissance of the Ambassador had only 
just begun. Architectural overhauls in- 
cluded reducing the room count from 1 65 
to 55, and while design plans incorporated 
the existing wrought-iron railings and a 
few other signature details, every room in 
the building was gutted to the extreme. 


The process took two years and came with 
a price tag of $6.1 million. 

Hotel Ambassador now has a sophisti- 
cated San Francisco slash European feel. 
The lobby reflects the building’s original 
Mediterranean design. A large fireplace is 
framed by a comfortable sitting area, 
where afternoon tea is served from the 
garden-level restaurant. The Chalkboard, 
also a revived favorite from years past. 

A few steps up is the intriguing Hurley 
Library. Named for the hotel’s original 
founder. General Patrick Hurley, the 
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A \j>k golf pros what makes a good golf hole, and you 're bound to get veiy' dilVerenl 
answ^ers. The criteria, however, will probably be pretty similars dilTicultyp playabil- 
ity, and attractiveness, though not necessarily in that order. 'T ioles that I remember 
look good and are challenging," says Rrian Cathey, assistant pro at Stillwater Coun- 
try Club. Jim Woodward at Quail Creek Country^ Club in Oklahoma City says he 
ranks difficulty first, then attractiveness, and finally playability. When w'e gathered 
our expert panelists, w^e didn’t give them any instructions on how they were to judge 
the holes. We simply asked them to list their top three choices lor each hole. 

We chose panelists vvho were familiar with many difTerent courses in the state and 
who could also judge with some authority: Barry Thompson, the current general man- 
ager of the South Central PGA; Mike McGraw, OSU golf coach; Steve Carson, presi- 
dent ol the South Central PGA ; and Mike Klemme, known throughout international 
and national golf communities as *’the course photographer from Oklahoma." 

It’s worth mentioning that there are many great courses that did not make our list 
but are certainly wwth visiting, including some terrific public and stale courses. Forest 
Ridge, Twdn Hills, and Battle Creek Golf Club, among others, were all top three 
choices but didn’t make the final tally. "The great thing about golfin this stale/’ says 
Carson, a native Oklahoman who has played the game seriously For thirty- five years, 
"is that we have good golf courses that are very accessible to the public. ’ 

So lace up your soft spikes, slather on some SPP 30, and join us fora terrific round 
ol eighteen in Oklahoma. 

BY JENNIFER BREEDLOVE 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MIKE KLEMME 
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(-)a k T'ree's number tour is also known 
as Waterl o o , and based on the vie w 
from the tee box, it's easy to see whjy* 



OAK TREE 
GOLF CLUB 


HEAD PRO: DAVID BROCK 
YARDAGE: 421 - PAR 4 


Oak Tree Golf Club in Edmond is no 
stranger to national recognition, so it 
should come as no surprise that this 
twenty-five -year- old club has four of the 
eighteen holes on our list, including the 
number one tee* Oak Tree has ''probably 
one of the most difficult starting holes in 
the country,” says director Rick Neal. Both 
sides of the fairway are lined with trees, 
which creates a very' narrow drive area. But 
making a good tee shot doesn't guarantee 
the second — and most difficult — shot will 
be any easier. Left with a dovmhill lie, you'll 
be hitting up to a three- tie red green over 
water Good players gladly play for par 
here, says Neal. (405) 348-2004 



OAKWOOI> 
COUNTRY CLUB 


HEAD PRO: TlMMENDENHALL 
YARDAGE: 4U • PAR 4 
Just hit a drive straight down the 
middle. It sounds simple enough; there's 
no water to intimidate on this Enid hole. 
But let's put things in proper perspec- 
tive — youVe hitting into the prevailing 
south wind down a tight, tree- lined fair- 
way to a two-tiered green guarded by two 
bunkers, “It's a long par four into the 
wind,” says head pro Tim Mendenhall* 
'The contour of the green and the wind 
make this an interesting hole.” Panel 
member Steve Carson agrees, “St's just a 
very difficult par four.” (580) 242-5408 



OAK TREE COUNTRY 
CLUB (\\t:st) 


HEAD PRO: BRENT lAUBER 
YARDAGE; 470 • PAR 3 
"Here in Oklahoma, we have fine golf 
courses with as much beauty and diffi- 
culty as any\\'here in the country,” says 
Carson, who voted for Oak Tree Coun- 
try Club's number three hole* The fair- 


way is bordered by trees on the left and 
water on the right, and once the ball 
lands on the fairway, it tends to run to- 
ward the water. “Ifs a beautiful golf hole, 
as well as providing a test for every level 
of golfer*” (405) 340-1010 



OAK TREE 
GOLF CLUB 


HEAD PRO: DAVID BROCK 
YARDAGE: 200 • PAR 3 
This is the most well-known hole on the 
course and perhaps one of course designer 
Pete Dye's greatest par threes. Photogra- 
pher Mike Klemme calls it "one of the 
toughest and most beautiful holes in the 
world.” This hole is also known as Water- 
loo, and based on the view from the tee 
box, it's easy to see why* Most players aim 
for the steep hill on the right to avoid the 
water, but the mounds and downhill slope 
make for an interesting challenge* 


3^ KARSTEN CREEK 
HEAD PRO: TOM JONES 
YARDAGE: 47 2 • PAR 4 


Karsten Creek is a relatively young 
course, but it has already received national 
accolades* Named best new course in the 
country by Go/f Digest in 1994, this pub- 
lic course near Stillwater was more re- 
cently ranked fifty-eight on Goif Digest's 
1999 list of the 100 best modern courses 
in the country* The elevated tee box gives 
a great vantage point to view the entire 
hole, hut even a good drive can leave you 
with a blind second shot, as the fairway 
slopes up toward the green* Wide fairways 
allow for a margin of error, but thick 
woods on either side give extra incentive 
to keep it in the fairway* (405) 743-1658 



GOLF CLUB OF 
OKLAHOMA 


HEAD PRO: CRAIG WALKER 
YARDAGE: 3 7 6 - PAR 4 

Finding the Golf Club of Oklahoma — 
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A RoLuid of Five 

OKLAHOHA HAS PRODUCED A NUMBER 
of golf champions both amateur and profes- 
sional. Take, for example, the great amateur 
Charlie Coe or how about OSU greats Scott 
Verplank and Willie Wood? Jeff Maggart led 
the links at OU, and who could forget when 
Nancy Lopez played for the University of 
Tulsa men's team before turning pro? Any 
serious discussion about Oklahoma golfers, 
however, has to start with these five distin- 
guished players, 

COACH CLASS 

There is little doubt that golf in Oklahoma 
would be much different if not for the guiding hand 
of Labron H arris . golf coach for OSU from 1 947- 
73. The Cowboys are the only school to compete 
in each of the last fifty-two NCAA championships, 
winning eight and finishing lower than fifth just 
eight times. When Harris died in 1 995 at eighty-stx, 
Oklahoma lost a true pioneer of the spore 

PUB LINKS HERO 

As head pro at Lincoln Park Golf Course, U.C. 
Ferguson not only endeared himself to thousands 
of weekend golfers but also to every parent who 
dropped his kids off to participate in the junior 
golf program. Ferguson guided players like Mark 
Hayes and Susie Maxwell Serning to greatness 
beyond the tradition-rich fairways at Lincoln. 

FIRST LADY OF THE LINKS 

Susie Maxwell Berning became the first woman 
to play on a men’s collegiate golf team in 
Oklahoma when she teed it up for Oklahoma 
City University. As the first great female golfer 
from Oklahoma, Berning turned pro in 1 964 and 
went on to win eleven LPGA events, including the 
women's U.S. Open title three times. 

FROM COWBOY TO CHAMP 

Perhaps the most successful golfer to come 
from the great OSU golf program. Bob Tway was 
named the 1986 PGA Player of the Year following 
his dramatic victory at the PGA Championship at 
Inverness when he holed out from the bunker to 
defeat Greg Norman. Tway’s game fell off during 
the early Nineties, but by 1 995 he was back in 
form, and in the second half of 1999, he finished in 
the top ten four times in the last thirteen events. 



The preserved natural surroundings of Karsten Creek’s nunaber 


THE DOCTOR IS IN 

Wewoka’s Gil Morgan earned a doctor of 
optometry degree before joining the tour, and 
even chough he doesn't practice, he keeps his 
license current Morgan has seen even greater 
syccess on the senior tour than during Ns 
twenty-three years on the regular tour, where he 
won seven events. A member of two U,S. Ryder 
Cup teams, he was long considered one of the 
game’s top players. Morgan won six senior tour 
titles in 1 997 alone. Both he and Tway play out of 
hole Oak Tree in Edmond. 


— Greg Johnson 







tucked away in Broken Arrow — might be 
the most difficult part of your game, but 
it*s a course well worth the trouble. This 
Tom Fazio- designed course can hold its 
own in terms of sheer beauty, and the 
number six hole is a perfect example. A 
dogleg to the right, this hole has hazards 
from beginning to end: a small creek runs 
just in front of the tee box, two sand traps 
are on the left, and to complicate matters, 
the entire fairway slopes severely to the 
right, leading to thick woods that border 
the fairway. “It's not a long hole, but it is 
demanding,*' says assistant pro Jason 
Doyle. (918) 486-6579 

OAK TREE 
GOLF CLUB 

HEAD PRO: DAVID BROCK 
YARDAGE: 440 • PAR 4 
An accurate tee shot is essential on this 
challenging par four Trees create a men- 
acing obstacle to the left, but golfers who 
play it too far right will find themselves in 
a deep fairway bunker. Rolling mounds in 
the fairway and a consistent crosswind 
make tor an interesting second shot onto a 
sloped green with water on three sides. 


OKLAHOMA CITY GOLF 
S: COUNTRY CLUB 
HEAD PRO: LEN CASTEEL 
YARDAGE: 325 * PAR 4 
At Oklahoma City Golf & Country 
Club, number nine usually gets all of the 
attention, says assistant golf pro Chris 
Strong, but it would be a shame to over- 
look the beautiful number eight. This is 
definitely one of the most picturesque 
holes on the list, and taking difficulty and 
playability into account, there can be no 
doubt that this hole deserves attention. 
(405) 848-4344 

OAK TREE COUNTRY 
CLUB (LAST) 

HEAD PRO: BRENT LAUBER 
YARDAGE: 4 6 7 - PAR 4 

Oak T ree Country Club is perhaps best 
known for its annual Daily Oklahoman 
Open tournament, which pulls many lo- 
cal favorites from the PGA tour, such as 
Willie Wood, Bob Tw^ay, and Scott 
Verplank. The long number nine hole 
has a very intimidating tee shot over 
water. It needs to carry about 230 yards 
for a good second shot onto the green, 


guarded by four bunkers. Water is a con- 
stant threat on the left, and several large 
oak trees stand guard along the right. 


A view of Lake T exoma from the 
Chickasaw Pointe golf course 
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“Ifs one of the nicest, neatest holes I've 
ever played — and the toughest, says in- 
terim head pro Brent Lauher, 


EARLYWINE GOEF 
COURSE (NORTH) 




dating,” warns Langford. Even the green 
brings little relief. A long, narrow green 
with large slopes on both sides makes 
club selection on the approach shot cru- 
cial to avoid having to contend with the 
green’s undulations. (405} 691-1727 


HEAD PRO: BEN BAKER 
YARDAGE: 394 - PAR 4 

'fhe smart play on this Oklahoma City 
hole is to use an iron off the tee, although 
the hole’s 394 yards could tempt even the 
best players to risk using a driver. “There 
are th ree perils on this hole,” according to 
director of golf L>an Langford Jr. The 
most dominant menace is the water that 
runs all along the left side of the fairway. 
This creek is not only a challenge for the 
tee shot, it can also haunt players on their 
approach shot— a hill on the left side runs 
straight to the water. The second “peril” 
is the prevailing wind that blows across the 
hole from right to left, pushing balls to- 
ward the creek. 

Many players overcompensate for the 
hazards on the left and end up in the trees 
along the right, but as Langford notes, 
most would rather take their chances 
with the trees than risk landing in the 
water. Almost hidden among the rolling 
mounds in the fairway is another creek 
that runs straight across the ftiirway di- 
rectly in front of the elevated tee box. 
“The whole thing is just visually intimi- 


KARSTEN CREEK 
HEAD PRO: TOM JONES 
YARDAGE; 209 • PAR 3 

Don’t let the beauty of this hole lull you 
into a false sense of security. This is a very 
difficult par three. You must carry almost 
the entire distance to the green, and there 


is no margin of error for balls that stray 
even slightly left. You will be fishing. Play- 
ing to the right is only slightly safer, because 
the steep bank will almost definitely kick 
the ball back to the left, probably with a 
splash. Perhaps more than any other hole 
on the course, the number eleven signature 
hole exemplifies the idea behind the design 
of the course: to incorporate the natural 
surroundings as much as possible. A group 
of rocks on the number two green became 
part of the challenge in the bunker instead 
of being removed during construction, and 
the waterfall on the number four fairway 
was there when the fairway was created. 


Tee Turn at Lake Texonui 

landing on the clubhouse porch and overlooking the back nine of the beautiful and 
challenging Chickasaw Pointe, I confused this outstanding golf course for one of those 
luxurious resorts in Palm Springs, California* or Scottsdale, Arizona. Not that those states 
have anything on us as far as native beauty, nnind you, but any golfer— from the beginner to 
the seasoned player — senses immediately when a course has been created to be something 
more than just another round of eighteen. Chickasaw Pointe is a svoHd -class course in 
every way. 

With spacious Lake Texoma framing its difficult but fair 
layout, golfers will have a cough time concentrating on their 
games — nearly every inch of this Randy Heckenkemper design 
offers a remarkable view. *'We are even getting tourists who 
don’t play golf wanting to see the course,” says head pro Jim 
Richmond. "We know the serious golfers will find us, but it's 
also nice to just have the folks who are staying at the lodge 
come see it. We do think it's a really beautiful spot ” 

The course opened last October, fives years after 
Heckenkemper and his staff began work on the layout. “We 
took special care to make sure the course was in harmony 
with the existing environment." says the designer, also the 
architect behind Forest Ridge in Broken Arrow. When Forest 
Ridge first opened. Golf Digest voted it one of the top five new 

municipal courses In the country, and Chickasaw Pointe is _ 

already getting similar attention. Colfweek's Superintendem 
News recently included the course in its top ten new munici- 
pal courses in the country. “One thing that really stands out is 
Lake Texoma, which can be seen from sixteen of the eighteen 
holes,” Heckenkemper says. 

From the black tees, the course measures just over 7.000 yards — long by anyone's 
assessment — but the blue tees at 6,390 yards and the white tees at 5,780 yards allow even 
average players a chance to hit medium and short irons to the green. The red tees come in 
at 5,285 yards and are actually shorter than many other courses. “Players of all levels will 
enjoy the course,” Richmond says. “We want it to be a very good challenge, especially 
from the back tees, but we want players to have fun as well “ 

— Greg Johnson 


liedifty just one of the ivonderful {mnbfttes of this resort course, Greeu fees tire$W every 
fkty which inehtdes a curt imd rouge httlh titui—utitil play imreases — wilf he good )hr oil dity, 
Golfers may call up to month in advimee for tee limes hut nonmdly can just come out and be 
able topfuy. Golfers also have their ehoke of aeeom modal ions at the iwarhylMke Texoma 
Resort Park lodge ami the individual cahitis heated imide the state park, only a five 
drive to the course. Ghkkasaw Pointe Golf Course is heated four miles east of Kingston tui 
Highway 70 just before you enter Lake Texoma Resort Park, (877} 242-8040 
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SOUTHERN HILLS 
COUNTRY CLUB 



JIMMIE AUSTIN 
GOLF COURSE 


HEAD PRO: DAVE BRYAN 
YARDAGE: 445 • PAR 4 
Southern Hills needs no introduc- 
tion. The course consistently ranks 
among the country’s top courses, and it 
is a well-known host to the U.S. Open. 
The course is currently undergoing 
renovations intended to bring it closer 
to Perry Maxwell’s original design. Sev- 
eral holes could easily have been se- 
lected, but number twelve has long been 
a favorite. In fact. Golf Magazine just 
named it one of “the best 100 holes in 
the world” in their February 2000 issue. 
From the tee, the fairway is narrow, and 
the dogleg to the left blocks the view of 
the green. The drive is key, because you 
have to carry almost 250 yards over a 
fairway bunker in order to be in good 
shape for your second shot. The best 
part of this hole is the green, which has 
very subtle rolls and a ridge down the 
middle. (918)494-0001 


OAK TREE GOLF CLUB 
HEAD PRO; DAVID BROCK 
YARDAGE: 149 • PAR 3 

Without a doubt, this is one of the 
most beautiful, scenic holes in the state 
with its peaceful, isolated surround- 
ings, but there is plenty of trouble to 
get into here. “You need to hit the ball 
high,” head pro David Brock says, be- 
cause the green slopes slightly toward 
the water, and a very large bunker 
guards its front right. The water runs 
the length of the hole along the left 
side, and the graceful rockwork along 
the banks makes it practically impos- 
sible to save a bad shot. If you don’t 
walk away from this hole with a par, 
rest assured you will at least have a gor- 
geous image in your mind’s eye to take 
with you as you approach the next tee. 


DIRECTOR: STAN BALL 
YARDAGE: 6 10 • PAR 5 
This monster 6 1 0-yard par five which 
plays into the wind is a tough hole from 
start to finish. With the exception of a 
few OU golf team players who call this 
course home and can get it to the green 
in two, it really is a three-shot par five, 
says course pro Richard Buchanan, who 
has worked at Jimmie Austin for thir- 
teen years. “The optimum shot by 
course design is to get as close to the 
hazards as possible without actually go- 
ing in.” Bob Cupp redesigned the 1951 
Perry Maxwell course five years ago and 
seized the opportunity to add an extra 
challenge to this hole in the form of a 
very imposing oak tree that guards the 
left front of the green. “It’s a great 
course with a lot of good holes,” 
Buchanan says. From the back tees this 
course will challenge good players, but 
it’s still a playable course for the aver- 
age golfer. (405) 325-6716 



STILLWATER 
COUNTRY CLUB 


HEAD PRO: DAN PRYOR 
YARDAGE: 516 • PAR 5 
The signature hole at Stillwater 
Country Club is a memorable one, an 
unusual horseshoe layout that allows 
for different playing options. Bold 
players with an aggressive streak can 
drive up around the corner — cutting a 
few yards — and leave themselves about 
175 yards into the green. Most instead 
will opt to drive it straight down the 
fairway and then lay up just before the 
large pond in front of the green. It’s the 
mental challenge of deciding whether 
or not to take on the water in two shots 
or to play it safe and go for it in three 
that makes it fun, says assistant pro 
Brian Cathey. (405) 372-8987 
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DORNICK HILLS 
COUNTRY CLUB 

HEAD PRO. BRAD MARTIN 
YARDAGE: 5 3 2 • PAR 5 

What Oklahoma golfer doesn’t know 
ihe Cliff at Dornick Hills in Ardmore, ci- 
ther by experience or reputation? One of 
the course’s smallest greens, it tauntingly 
stares down from its perch atop twenty- 
eight feet of rock. The ground slopes aw^ay 
from the cliff, creating an even more dif- 
ficult shot. The key, says head golf pro 
Brad Martin, is to leave your lay-up shot 
far enough back that you can still see the 
flag from the bottom of the diff — about 
1 00 to 1 25 yards. This was course designer 
and Ardmore native Perry Maxwelfs first 
course. (580) 223-2957 

QUAIL CREEK 
COUNTRY CLUB 

HEAD PRO: JIM WOODWARD 
YARDAGE: ^70 * PAR 4 
Standing on the tee box, number sev- 
enteen on this Oklahoma City course 
doesn’t look that intimidating — a long, 
straight shot to the green w^ith a bunker 
hugging the right side. But head pro Jim 


Woodward says that this hole is mislead- 
ing the first lime around. It’s only after a 
player realizes how difficult the hole is 
supposed to be that it becomes difficult. 
“Td rather have my wisdom teeth pulled 
than play this hole eveiy^ day,” Woodward 
says* Fncouraging words from a man with 
thirty years of experience under his belt. 
With the wind, “You have to bit a driver, 
and you have to bit it well,’’ he says, point- 
ing out that the fainvay is a mere twenty- 
eight yards wide. 

With water all along the right and 
houses practically hugging the left side of 
the fairway, the importance of this advice 
becomes apparent. A second creek runs 
across the fairway just in front of the 
green, making a rolling shot into the 
green a very poor choice. Once you suc- 
cessfully navigate those obstacles and the 
large bunker that wraps around the right 
side of the green, you only have to mas- 
ter the subtle undulations to the pin in 
order to jot down your birdie or bogey 
and be on your way. Quail Creek is a 
great course tucked away inside a resi- 
dential community, but don’t be fooled. 
Number seventeen is a beast, just like the 


real stuffed lion that looks out a nearby 
window, regally surveying all approaches 
to the green. (405) 751-0811 

SOUTHERN HILLS 
COUNTRY CLUB 
HEAD PRO: DAVE BRYAN 
YARDAGE: 4 70 * PAR 4 

Rounding out our ii.st is the infa- 
mous number eighteen. Loved and 
hated, it is well known by the pros as 
an extremely difficult hole. In fact, 
PGA officials only allow the pin to be 
placed within a small area for tourna- 
ments because the slope of the green 
makes it nearly impossible to land a 
ball that doesn’t roil right back off with 
some pin placements. The green itself 
sits perched atop a large hill with the 
clubhouse in the background. The view 
from the bottom of the hill really is im- 
pressive, especially w'ith the huge bun- 
ker on the left in front of the green. 
Players unfortunate enough to find 
themselves at the bottom of that bun- 
ker will most likely be playing blind as 
they attempt to hit up the vertical back 
wall of the bunker. fp. 
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The Simmons 
Center Theatre 

^ March 2 
Cruz Brothers 

^ March 3 
Barbershoppers 

April 1 

David Hooten 6 
Friends 

^ April 7 6 8 
Bus Stop by DLT 

For ticket sales or 
group platmiDg call 

'ioV82-7167 


OKL.AHOMA 


■ 







OnTlie Chisholm Trair S 



Group Tours 
Historic Trail Sites 

The Simmons Center 
Convention Center 
and Theatre 

Antique and Specialty 
Shopping 

Visit our website at 
www.duncanok.org or call 
Duncan Convention and 
Tourism at 1 -800-782-7167. 

“On The Chisholm Trail" 
Museum (580) 252 6692 



And the Winner Is... 


Oklafi oh Id Todcn 'Is 
"Give Us Your Best Shot" 
Photo Contest W inners 


Last fall, when Oklahoma Today Invlltd readers to participate in 
a photo contest, we couldn' t be sure of the response. The hundreds 
of entries proved not only how talented you really are, but what a 
true sense of Oklahoma you have. 

Once the entry deadline came to pass, we assembled our panel of 
professional p holograph ers/judges, and over lunch out of Styrofoam 
boxes, the judges painfully arrived at their final decisions. Since 
Oklahoma is nearly synonymous with Route 66, is it any wonder 
that a Mother Road shot took first place? 


AND THE JUDGES WERE... David Fitzgerald of David G. Fiagerald 
S Associates: Fred Marvel, Oklahoma Tourism St Recreation Depart- 
meni:; Jim Argo, phoco editor, Dai/y' Ok/ohomon; j.D. Merry weather of 
Merryweather Photography 
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CAREY HUGHES 



First Place: Two nights in the Bishop’s Suite at Tulsa’s Mc&imey Mansion 
Left Kathy Anderson of Edmond took this photograph of Route 66 In April last 
yean Just east of Foss near the I -40 Stafford exit, the image captures not only the 
bend in the road but also the two lanes of vintage Portland cement concrete. 

Second Place: Two nights at any one of the state's seven park lodges 
BeloWj Karen Lee Wilson of Medicine Park captured this "six-foot late bloomer" 
just before the first freeze in December 1 998. Judges liked it for its originality with 
a common subject "I bved the face,” says David Fiugerald. 

Third Place: Two rounds of golf with cart at any of the state's golf courses 
Bottom left, Carey Hughes of Duncan got this shot of an outlaw last September at 
the Outlaw Days Annual Ambush reenactment hosted by the Marlow G unfighters 
Association. "I was standing right next to the gunfire," says the photography 
student at OU. "It was really loud, making it hard to take pictures.” 
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DICK CLAPP 



Merit Awards: A year 
subscription and T-shirt from 
Oklahoma Today 
Clockwise from top: Kathy 
Anderson, first place winner, 
photographed this abandoned Route 
66 railroad trestle in February 
1 999 — it crosses the Canadian River 
southwest of Geary. Angela Carey of 
Denver took this picture of her 
daughter, Anna, on her parents' farm 
north of Garber Euan McMillan shot 
the lighthouse on Lake Hefner's 
eastern shore in Oklahoma City last 
falL Fifth grader Sean McMillan of 
Oklahoma City wrote a class report 
about rattlesnakes, and in his 
research he photographed this one 
at the Oklahoma City Zoo. Dick 
Clapp of Noble set his camera on a 
twenty-minute exposure for this 
image of stars rotating around the 
North Star It was taken at the 
Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge. 
Barbara Jean Perrin photographed 
this retired fire truck at Don’s Swap 
Shop in Grove in April 1 999. 






We’re Proud To 
Our Rates Are Among 
The Lowest Anywhere. 


VALUE. At Public Service Company of 
Oklahoma, we work hard to ensure the 
safest, most reliable electricity possible - 
at some of the lowest rates in the state. In 
fact, PSO prices are among the lowest in 
the nation. Which is one big reason why 
PSO power is one of the best values 
going. Bar none. 


And PSO’s low prices have remained 
consistently low over the years, while 
prices for other necessities of life have 
risen dramatically by comparison. 

For information on a wealth of elec- 
tricity-related topics, we’re available 24 
hours a day or you can visit our website 

at www.csw.com. 




Public Service Company of Oklahoma 

A Central and South West Company 
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St. Agnes Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

...a ^racioiLs step back in time 

• Hisloric Home 

• Aniiquc-decoraied Guest Rcxmiis 

• Private Baths - some clawfoot tubs 

• Cable TV and Video Players 

• Garden Spa 

• Personal Attention 


St. Agnes Inn 
1I8E. Strcet S\V 
Ardmore. OK 73401 
(580) 223-5679 
E-mai I : stagnes @ ardmore.com 



Twins Play Daily at 
the Zoo 

Visit Ayana and Amiri, the seventh 
set of gorilla twins bom in captivity. 
They’re online daily courtesy of 
Discovery Channel Online’s baby 
gorilla web cam - and they’re on 
exhibit vcar-round at the Zoo. 




2101 Northeast 50th 
(405) 424-3344 
www.okczoo.com 



SULPHUR 


Sulphur, Oklahoma 

• National Park 

• Bed & Breakfasts 

• Mineral Springs 

• Museums 

• Historic Downtown 

• Outdoor Sports 

• Lake of the Arbuckles 

• Golf Courses 

• Shopping 


6ULPHUD 


MAIN 


6TDErr 


(580) 622-2824 
www.arhuckles.com 



Ttirner Falls Park - 
the Playground of 
Oklahoma 

Featuring a variety of 
attractions including: 

• 77-foot Waterfall 

• Trout Fishing ( in season) 

• Natural Springs 

• Blue Hole Swimming Area 

• Hiking and Camping 

• Beautiful Canyons 

Turner Falls Park 
invites you to enjoy the fun in the 
“Heart of the Arhuckles.” 

Davis. Oklahoma 73070 
(580) 369-2917 or 
(580) 369-2988 



Head for the Hills 

Make Fayetteville your destination 
for fun. Call the Hogs at a Ra/.orback 
game. Catch a show' at the Walton Arts 
Center. Shop Farmers Market. Or 
soak up the scener> in the beautiful 
Arkansas O/arks. 



For more information, call 
1-800-766-4626 
Or write Fayetteville 
Chamber of Commerce, 
PO. Box 4216. Dept. OK. 
Fayetteville AR 72702-4126 
www.fayettevilleAR.com 



Open your doors 

, 0 160,000 

visitors! 


Advertise in Oklahoma Todays 
Travel Planner section and reach 
more than 160,000 upscale 
travelers. It's easy to advertise: 
just send us a 
color photo, copy, 
tind your compiiny ' 
logo, and we'll do all the re.st! 

Contact an Oklahoma Today 
advertising sales representative 
by calling (405) 521-2496 or 
(800) 777-1793. 




OKLAHOMA 

TODW 

THE MAGAZINE OF OKLAHOMA 
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Relive the Heritage 


Relive the heritage of ihe Cherokee, 
Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek md Semi- 
nole tribes in Indian Territory. 

2000 Major Event Schedule 

Apr, 8 - 30 An Under The Oaks 
Gallery Exhibit 

Apr. 8 - 9 Outdoor Indian Market 
July 9 ' 3 1 Competitive Art Show 
Oct, 7-31 Masters Art Show 

THE 

FIVE 

CIVILIZED 
TRIBES ♦MUSEUM 

Agency Hill, Honor Heights Drive 
Muskogee. OK 74401 (918) 683-1701 
Hours: M-S 10-5; Sun 1-5 



Hammett House 


With nearly 30 years of fine dining, 
Hammett House has achieved an 
unmatched level of excellence. 
*'Pampcr-fried chicken,’' country- 
fried steaks, lamb and turkey fries 
and 14 varieties of delicious pies 
baked daily top our menu, A family 
oriented, made-from-serdteh restaurant 
where no reservations are necessary. 


jj 4 

Hammell 

Restaurant 

dt n 


1616 W, Will Rogers Blvd,, 
Claremore, OK 74017 
(9181341-7333 



OK MOZART 
International Festival 

June 9-17, 2000 
Bartlesville, Oklahonia 
Ransom Wilson, Artistic Director 
SOLISTI NEW YORK ORCHESTRA 
Itzhak Perlman 
The Canadian Brass 
Anne- Marie McDermott 
Misha Dichter 
Beverly Sills 
Paul Neubauer 
and many more!! 




CH< 

P.O. Box 2344, Bartlesville, OK 74005 
(918) 336-9900 • Fax: (918) 336-9525 
E-mail: okmozanl^wcbiekxom 




Darryl Starbird’s 
Custom Car Museum 

Forty world- fainoiis exotic vehicles 
on display by Starbird and other 
renowned car designers. Automotive 
artwork, thousands of photographs 
and auto memorabilia on display 
throughout our ultra- modem museum. 


#1 Star Kustom Avenue 
Aflon,OK 74331 
{off f -44 near Shangri-La Hewn, 
Grand Like} 

(918) 2574234 



Castle of Muskogee 

2000 Events 


March 4 
April 13 

May 6, 7, 13, 14, 20 & 21 
June 15 - July 5 
August 18-20 
Oct. 13 & 14, 20-22, 26-31 
Nov. 1 1 & 12 
Nov. II Sl 12 
Dec. 15-31 
Dec, 31 


Mardi Gras 

Bridge Cross-Cultural Festival 
Oklahoma Renaissance Faire 
Fireworks Sale 
Castle Con 
Haunted Castle 
Boare’s Heade Feaste 
National Jousting Tournament 
Fireworks Sale 
New Year's Eve Gala 


3400 Fern Mountain Rd., Muskogee, OK 74401 
Just north of Muskogee on Hwv. 69 
(918) 687-3625 or (80Q) 439-0658 
For; (918)683-6750 

www.thecastle,org * E-mail: thecastle@thecastle.org 


r 



* / 
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Hours: 10 a.in. to 4:30 p.m.. Tuesday through Saturday. 

Also open Sunday I to 4 pan.. Memorial Day through Labor Day. 

October 7 

Council House Indian Art Market 

For tours and special event info, call (918) 756-2324 
106 W, Sixth, Okmulgee, OkUi, 


The Creek Council 
House Museum 

The Creek Council House was 
constructed in 1878 by the Muscogee 
(Creek) people for use as a Capitol 
Building for tribal affairs. The facilities 
contained separate chambers for the 
Executive and Judicial branches of 
government* as well as individual 
chambers for the Legislative branch. The 
Legislature was divided into the House 
of Kings and the House of Warriors* 

The Creek Council House and the 
stirrouriding gmunds aie listed on the 
National Register of Historic Sites and 
they have also been designated as a 
National Historic Landmark. 

Visitors to the museum will learn 
about the history and culture of the 
Muscogee (Creek) people and enjoy 
shopping for Native American artwork 
and jewelry in the Red Slick Museum. 



Park It In Okmulgee! 

Nestled in the heart of Green Country, 
Okmulgee - the capitol of the Creek 
Nation - offers tw'o breathtaking state 
parks just minutes from downtowm. 

Both parks feature outdoor activities 
ineludng camping, group RVing, boating, 
nature trails, and an adjacent public 
hunting area. After your fun in the sun* 
explore Okmulgee's other hot spots and 
fun -11 lied events: 

• Historic Downtown 

• Anliques/Eateries 

• OSU-Okmulgee 

• Muscogee (Creek) Nation Capitol 

• 12th Annual '50s Bash (May 6) 

• Pecan Festival (Jime 15-17) 

• Creek Nation Festival (June 16-18) 

• Invitational Rodeo ( August 11-12) 

• Bluegrass Festival (August 10-12) 


For more information, contact the 
Okmulgee Tourist Program. 

P.O. Box 609, 112 North Morton 

Okmulgee, OK 74447 

(918) 756-6172 or l-8(K)-355-5552 



EDMOND 



II I PCACt) CC)< M 
I N LKf Al 

For Your Next Meeting. Reception. 

or Party For 50-150 People 
Located in Historic Downtown Edmond 
108 5. Broadway *(405) 348-7887 
Open for Lunch Hon. -Sat., I0am-3pm 
Cindy Carter Daviee and Susan Parker 


experience the excellence, 

experience Cdmcnd! 






ITODMA 




.1 

^ CONVFNTION-iaL^" 
AND VISITORS RURF AU 


825 n. 2nd Street, Ste. 100 
Tidmond, OK 73034 
(405) 341 4344 
(405) 3400512 


March 10th & 11th, 2000 

Timed Evait Championship 
of the Worldy 
Lazy E Arena 

March 18th & 19th, 2000 

Boogcr Batter Team Roping^ 
Lazy E Arena 

March 30th — April 1st, 2000 

Lazy Barrel Futurityy 
I^azy E Arena 

April 15th, 2000 

Homestead Fair, 

Edmond Historical Society 

April 21st & 22nd, 2000 

89erDaysPRCA Rodeo, 
l-azy E Arena 

April 28th — May 1st, 2000 

The Vietnam Wall Fxitaience, 
Edmond Historical Society 

May 5th, 6th, & 7th, 2000 
Edmond Downtown Arts Festival, 
Downtown Edmond 
Business Association 


t'tmiil: cw^'hitc^n'isitcdmondok.com Website: www.visitcdmondok.com 




Uniciuely difierent antiques, 
and collectibles. 
Seventeen difierent dealers 
with s()methii^ for everyone! 

A CIRCLE OF 
FRIENDS 

104 South Broadway 
Downtown Edmond 
(405) 330^07 
Mon.. Sat., 10-5:30 


[BKO/APWAV AM¥D3J)IU)II MzAll 

10,000 square feet 
of quality antiques 
includinq fine 
European furniture, 
collectibles and 
home accessories. 

Monday - Saturday, 
10am - S:30pm 

114 S. Broadway, Downtown Edmond (40S) 540-821S 
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6ING6ftB156nO 


CGTTflGS 


Geeaz 5eleotio« Of 


finiujues 6i H666660ei66 
For The Goufitru CollMVor 


1ST & BROROWflY 


CHOS3 


330-3G57 


Come to the Annual 

DWNM Arts ftsmu 

May 5, 6 & 7 

Visit historic 
downtown Edmond 
and find lots of 
family fun at the 
arts festival! 

A wide array of art, 
food and entertainment 
fill the streets during 
this fun and festive 
weekend. 

We’ll see you there! 


Sponsored by Ihe 



Downtown Edmond Business Association 

eamonae\ecU\c 


and Edmond Electric 

bi 












FRONTIER COUNTRY 

EL RENO GUTHRIE NORMAN OKLAHOMA CITY 


BANK OF OKLAHOMA 

presents 


A ‘^don*t'miss” season! 

2000 SEASON 

WEST SIDE STORY /wic 6-/7 

THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN 
mOOD)unc20~Julyl 

BIG RIVER 7u/y-#'l3 

A FUNNY THING 
l-UPPENED ON THE WAY 
TO THE FORUM fitly 18-29 

DAMES AT SEA Aupisi H2 

Save ntny with 
season tfckeis! 

(405) 524'9512 

^ 


fyr Stietare, . . 


Enjoy our entertaining attractions and 
award-winning events throughout the spring. 
Call today for your FREE guide to 
Central Oklahoma’s Frontier Country. 

Tourist Information Line: (800) 386-6552 
or (405) 354-3079 in the Oklahoma City area 
Visit us at www.oktourisin.com 

OKIAHOMA 

NATMWERia 


IxteToieiid near tlic 

Uotvcrsily Oklal)<»na and 
iltywiHmw-NcirirBtn* priv-atrlr 

owned offWa. a quiej ' 

atmosptierc, immaculate 
acconuxiadons ajirl a friendly, 
prcjiassianal 

Fnee CocttiiicmaJ 
Free FTOO, Disrtey* CNN 
aiid ESPN 
Free local calls 
Hetiied Ou t door pool 
Ki tellurite 

MjcroM'aves and refrigci-ators 
availabic 

14.10 24ili Avf. S^V, 
Norman. OK 73072 
For ix’iiervattons or rates 
call tttll fro: (8fK>> 4.12-^73 

An mtepthmai mhtt at 
tut cxirptitfifmi prhe 


OMON 

BUR6BRMY 

FESWM 
powmm a R£m 
SATURMK MAY 6 . 2000 

fOAm. - 5 m 

The BURGER DAY FESTIVAL is a tribute lo the oronrKilk, unique hungers 
which hove been cooked daily In El Reno since the early 1900s. Vou'll see the 
cooking of the woHd's brgesi fried onion hombur^, weighing over 850 
pounds. There are many oclivities for kkk as well os live enteftainrnenl on ihree 
stages, a classic cor show, croft show end rnudi more. 

for more mformetiion, contaci it R&no Main Sirieel-. 

(405) 262-8888 * E-math moinstfeeteelreno.org 



V 


Ik ifyiofflii ^1 

A Muskal Comedy U 


THE POLLARD THEATRE 
JOHN VANCE MOTORS 

proudly present 


lom 



I Comedy 

by Meredith Wilson & Richard Morris 

APRIL 7^ MAY 14 

120 W. HARRISON, GUTHRIE 4- (405)282-2800 



iimmiut 


Oklalioma City Courtyard 
by Marriott 

C oiirnard surrounds travelers uith the 
conveniences that make business and 
pleasure travel easy. Relax and gel ready for 
the day ahead in one of our spacious guest 
rooms, wliidi feature a comfortable sitting 
area, large work desk, r\\^o phones with data 
ports, in- room cofTcc service and iron and 
board in e\ery room. Start ycnir morning 
with a reasonably priced healthy breakfast 
buffet. To unwind at the end of the day, take 
advantage of our lounge, swimming pool, 
wliirlpool and exercise room. 



® . 
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COURDARD 1 


Two Great Locations 

Nor til west 

. 1515 N.VV. Express wav 
\ (405) K4X (1K08 • fox:\405 ) 84H-31 13 


4301 Hii^hline hlvd. 

{405) 946 6500 * Fax; (405) 946 7638 






GREAT PLAINS 


^IVEW/Qr. 







HISTORIC 
MEDICINE PARK 

DIN I . ()V I .« Tl I F. W.VIT.H 

LUNCH AND 
DINNER 
( 580 ) S29-3626 

Ci.osi.D Mon. &) Tui„s. 



E I. K CITY 

HOLIDOME complete with: 

151 R(K)ms • Meeting Space for 300 • Free bKal C'alls 
Free In-RtKim CxiOce • Indtxir Swimming Pool • VVhirlpix)! • Sauna 
Steam Rcxim • Fitness RtK)m • Game Rcxim • ShuOleboard 
9-Hole Miniature Golf Course • Ping-Pong • Gazebo Restaurant 
Payzone Club • 1 Mile from Klk City Golf & Countr>' Club 


Toll Free Reservations: 1-800-HOLIDAY 
1-40 & Hwt. 6 • Elk City, OK 73644 • (580) 225- 663 7 
Bob and Anna Welcome Ton! 


iiliilciiiitiCIpeyipilis 




rfactlont: 

Washita Battlefield National 
Historic Site • 6 Museums 
Golf Course • 3 State Lakes 
Unique Stores & Art Galleries 
Accommodations: 

Motels • Bed & Breakfast 
Guest Ranch • RVs • Restaurants 
Cheyenne. OK 73628 • (580) 497-3318 • (580) 497-2760 






ffeicomf, 

MEERS. 


Shhh... Oklahoma's Best 


The Secret's Out... We 

Legendary Attractions 

(Nat'l. Rt 66 Museum, Old Town Complex. Ackley Park) 

Excellent Dining and Lodging Facilities 
Unique Shops and Antique Stores 
Festivals. Rodeos and More 

Contact Us For A Visitor's Guide... 

ELK cm CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
1 (800) 280-0207 • eIkdtychamberCfi itlnetnet 


Tal(e a step back in history with 
a guided tour of seven life-sized villages... 


INNAN,€IC 


Authentic performances by the Indian City Dancers^ 
throughout the summer 
Indian City Lodoe^ 

Native American crait|f ^ jfc u venirs 
Indian City 
with displays of r 
Thunderbird Lodge wit 

tent sites S swirrimii^f 
Summer hours 9 am tb pm 
Winter hours 9 am to 5 pm 

2 1/2 miles south on SH 8 Afiadal 
(800) 433*5661 or Uos) 
www.indian< 

visit the National ^all^ 

Famous American India 






Fjymous foroiH’" 

The.Meers Store fs listed In the 
Hstfonal Register of Historic 
Flams and is themly 
left from the, tur 
gold boom town. 

Como sea MO I 


OH 73558 








K A W LAKE 


5 Be cPoncdii S^eahe 




The Oak Ridge Boys 

Saturday, Februaiy 56, ^000 

The Platters 

ft, 

TeieMarveleties 

Saturday, AprO x, ^000 

Gary Lewis 
AND The Playboys 

with 

Mitch Ryder 

Saturday. June 3, 20&0 

1964 : The Tribute 

"The^i Beatles Show'' 

Saturday, September 16, 2000 

The Ponc\.n Timiiti: 

Box Office: iPM to 5 PM, Mon. " Fri. 

(580) 765-0943 

104 East Grand, Ponca City, OK 



'Soatiog ♦F^ishing ■> CAnpiog ffiktng ♦ Wueeoms * fiacdens 

For [ [jg^jjomiationjQj^ th*? Kaw Lake Association: 

; ' Box i 933; Ponca Ciiy. OK ' 74602 

(S80T762-9494-or {888) 291-4995. pin 2920 

E-mail; ,J(awlakeCa>kskc.net UU 

www.poncacitynews.com/kawlake ' 



llwys. (iO & Old 77 
I'.O. Box 1 1 1 
Ponca City. OK 74602 
(380) 762-1314 
wivw'.standingbear.com 





UP ARQl^ Om^AMPHREI 




‘^Rar-B-Q, wiiie selecA® »f tentWy smu 

an avvdi^-wiiiuijig 

litw iiviillnbgf tfiniugho|it Oklahoiiia, &■ 

floim “ il.* W) . in . - iV.W liuiily 


^ *\^ofexSla^ 

PONCA CITY 


Home ot Hero's Srill and Spirifs Lounge 
Outdoor Pool 



• SRowlimsH Remote Control TV 

• Free Local Calls 

• Wake-up Galls, Hero's Room Service 

• Close to Kaw and Ponca Lakes 

• 10% AARP Oiscotmi 

2215 N. 14 th {BEWDLEY& 14th) 

(580) 762-8311 or V8Q0-H0LI0AY 
Fax: (580)765-0014 
E-maeu hipncok^ullnet.net 


PONCA CITY.. 



here The ^ 20 s Still Roarl 


Man.'h.l-5, 10- !1 

“A Few Good McaT' 
Pnncu Pljiy house 

March J I 

Howard Hanger Jaivz 
Poncan Theatre 



May 5 * 7 
Iris Festival 


May 27 
Oil Bi\m Day 
Martand Estate Mansion 


June 2 

Draggiii' Grand 
Classic Car Show 


June 1 
Herb Festival 
Canri Garden 


Fora FREE Visitor’s Guide call I*800’475>44(lfl or visii our web site ArwAv.poncadlynews.eomytourisni 


June 10 < II 
KawFcst 
Kaw Lake 


.April 1 

The Platters w/Thc Maixeleiies 
Poncan Theatre 


April 9 - JR 

Photo Competition & Eishibit 
Ponca City An Center 





RED CARPET C O N T R 



/V A A- A PPRO V I* D 
NON'Smoking Rooms 
Indoor Pool 
Game room 

iiBO & JN'Room Movies 
RESTA 0 R/\NT & LOirNOE 

COMPLIMUNTAHV^ 
COEFEE & NEWSPAPER 
Deliv ered to Yoi’r 
Door Daily 


Northwest inn 

llwy- 270 antt l‘irst Street 
P.O, Box I OOG 
woodward. OK 7:i802 
(380) 23G-7GtK> 

IY>r ReservatJoiis Only Call: 
atM)‘727-7(R>fi 



Musettins 4 


AME 1 C^. 


IVawer B. .M^•a. OK 73717 

(8(K)) 447-269S 

WAVAV. ixidci uiietot >i iiiti a ii 






8 


Miitcl 




1201 Hwy. 54 E, 
Guyiuon, OK 

(580) .138-0507 or 
(800) SOO-SOOd 


Red Carpet Country 

is Wildlife CoimTo’ 


• Whirlpool Suites 

• Cable TV 

• Handicap Rooms 

• Fax Machine 

• Free Local Calls 

• Guest Laundry 

• Complimentary 
Coffee & Toast Bar 




Eight-acre City Park * Guided Hums 
Tennis Courts ’ Swimming Pool 
Museum ' ^LHoleGolf Course 
Youlh Programs 


Annual Events 
4ih of July Celebration 
Homecoming 
Christmas Celebration 


Laveme Chamber of Commerce 
Box 634 Laverne.OK 73848 
(580) 921-3612 

E-mail Address: www.laverneok.OTB 




lYout Seuson at Thompson Park 

Doc Gardner Memorial Coileg^e Hodeo 

Pioneer Day Country and Western Concert 

Pioneer Day PRCA Rodeo 

Pioneer Day Celebration 

Western Arts and Crafts Show 

Etbauer Saddle Bronc School 

Guymon Haiich Rodeo 

Old Fashioned Fourth Celebration 

Corn Stalk: Gny man version of Woodstock 

AMEUC Demolition Derby 

Pioneer Day Open Rodeo 

Collector's Show 

Welcome Home Fiesta 

Texas County Free Fair 


OKL/NI-iC:>M>\ 
AN AMERJCAN ORfCINAL 


Ja^uiiary 1— April 30, 2000 
March 30-April 3, 3000 
April 29, 2000 
May 4-7, 2000 
May 6, 2000 
May 6-7, 2000 
May 13-13, 3000 
June 38, 2000 
July 4, 2000 
July 15, 2000 
July 29, 2000 
August 17-18, 2000 
September 9-10, 3000 
September lO, 2000 
September 30-34, 2000 




STILLWATER 


Welcome to the 
Best Western 
Stillwater! 

JuM mfnute5 away from 
Oklahoma State University, 
Karsten Creek and Cimarron 
Trails Qolf Courses, and 
world-famous Eskimo Joe's. 

• IZ2 Quest Rooms 

• Pool, Spa, and 5auna 

• Meeting and Banquet 
facilities 


600 hcElroy Ave. 
Stillwater, OK 74075 

For reservations, call 
(600) 355^6694 





hRKfc: Ahmission 


Stillwater 


Award wlnningexhihitii: 

• early eJrplorers 

• Native American hiatoiy' 

• Civil War battles 

• outlaws artd lawmen 

• cowboy music 


Abo visit our antique and gift 
sliop. On Tlie Trail Anticiiies, 
where you will find the umuiual 
and the unexpected. 


f.orarrf^ 6 tuUn of Htiifmucr 
un nml t ,i f milci 

on tlir /Inud 

40*5-614 ^i3o * GdilmdwH^aol.rom 
wTv"H'.em> Iki\ .ncL'noii - profit "^irviiig 


t tofi m A u rv . 




Home of... 

Oklahoma State University 
Eskimo Joe’s 

National WrestUng: Hall of Fame 
Oklahoma Gardening: Stndlo Grounds 
...and much more! 


Contact ns for yonr 
FREE copy of the 2000 
Stillwater Tisl^rs Gnlde — 
1 ( 800 ) 901*6717 

www^me2st£llwater.coni 
crlsty eowbfiy jiet 


Run for the Arts 

[fitie Jlrl' iimf %zz [feshvaf 

April 15, 2000 

Payne County Courthouse Lawn 

Sir/ * /food * .'/Qdi S1iM///es 


Ar/t ntBnT»iiiT 

43?*^ 

I ftolEmtSfaBDDt 


SUllwdtit 

Am a 

MiinuiHiTm 

Cuiintll 


For more information, call f^OS) 747-B084. 



I The Stillwater Community Center 

PrAS6nt*s 

UNIVERSAL BALLET 


, KOREA’S PREMIER CLASSICAL BALLET COMPANY 




The Fab Four 

f ^ next to Me^caJoe^^ Open Spring 2000 

Jwm. ^ 

-Ussit 


sat K £/m 
405-372-0890 


SrrEMB/loffjme zmOffasOamf 

4^372-tm 405-743-2780 


Downtown Stillwater Main Street & The Stillwater Bay 

present an evening of imisital magic. „ 
the 2nd Annual 

SympftOHtf 
in the ^ark 

MAY 5 & 6 

performed by the 

StiUftfttter School Orckestms 

Craig Wensell, conductor 
Call (405) 624-2921 for tickets 











T U L S A 




Flovof5...tfie finest 
dining experience 
kilulsa 

Ibe freshest hgrediejTls, 
piepored with utiqne 
cootinotlonsoflDSfes, 
textures rndniDmo, 
moke dining witli 
i^nmosf 
"Flovorful" event. 




6104 East 71st Street 

X _ J L i * 

(918)492-7767 


Pwto bit Ofin S:.lJlCv 




L > A. 

For voiir FREE Visitors Guide, 
ealMSOO) 558-3311 



TULSA'S SOUTHERN 
COiVVFORT. 



Orr a pr«strgious hilltop site 
in south Tulsans rolling green 
hills, find every comfort 
and luxurious hotel amenity. 

Relaxing indoor pool. 

Wei IT urn is he d health dub. 
Ccmplimentary airport shuttle. 
Award-winning restaurants. 
Plus warm. Doubletree chocolate 
chip cookie upon check in. 
Now that's comfort food, 

(?? 

Doubletree 

Hotel 

TuiS> Piju:i 

6110 South Yale |61sl & Yale) 
91S-495-1000 ■ 1300-222-TREE 



M' 

McBimey Mansion 

,..Forihe disaimimiin}* traveiey 

Make one of Oklahoma's mosi 
ireasujned historic dwclling.s your 
Tulsa hcadguartCTs for business or 
pleasure travel. 

Enjoy aficriMxin refrcstimems, a 
luxurious guesi room and a hearty 
American breakfast all wilhin easy 
access to Tulsa's dowolown business 
dtsurici, Utica Stjuajo shopping, anti 
Phllbrook and Gilcrea.se Museums. 

ww wjnehimey mansion .com 




Admiral 




*j mt fi Aifmiriit 
rw/ti#. fiK 


Tulsa's Largest Indoor-Outdtx^r Market 
A Bargain Hiui tier's Paradise -Over 300 Booths 

Find ymr trmsf^re at Admiral fiea 
Tree-shaded outside 6c air-cooled inside 








Nobody understands you quite as well as 
the people you've grown up with. 



For as long as you can remember, one company has been there, providing reliable phone service. So when youVe 
thinking about wireless service, it just makes sense to stick with Southwestern Bell. After all, who else would 
you trust to give you the technology that allows you to use your phone wherever and whenever? Who else would 
offer the latest in wireless service, like the Diktat Edge, which gives you crystahdear call quality? Who else 
would provide friendly, dedicated and responsive customer support? And of course, you know you can always 
count on us for flexible and competitive rate plans. So remember, when you're ready for wireless, you*ve 
already got the right connections. 

friendly, neighborhood, global: (§) SOUthweStem Bell 

Call 720-0411 or visit www.swbel1wiretess.com. 




ENID 

ACROSS THE BOARD 

Chisholm Trail Expo Center Mar 9-1 3: North- 
west District Jf. Livestock Show. Mar 23-25: 
Cherokee Strip Stampede PRCA RodeOt (590) 
237-0238. Apr 8: Corvette Show, (580) 234- 
6043 

Mar 3-5 Zaloudek Boat Show, Cherokee Strip 
Conference Center. {580) 237-1 557 
Mar 11,12 Guitarist Brad Richter In Concert, 
Enid Symphony Center, (530) 237-9646 
Mar 24- Apr 1 A Streetcar Named Desire, Qas- 
Ight Theatre. (580) 234-2307 
Apr 8 Spring Plant Show, Hoover Building, (580) 
237-0163 

LAWTON 

ACROSS THE BOARD 

Cameron University Mar 2: National 

Shakespeare Company Presents Romeo and 
Juliet. Mar 3: Nationaf Shakespeare Company 
Presents Midsummer Night's Dream. Apr 13- 
16: Medea. (580) 531 -2478 
Mar 24,25 City Ballet's Spring Repertory Con- 
cert, McMahon Auditorium, (530) 357-2700 
Mar 24-Apr 8 Blithe Spirit, Community Theatre, 
(580)355-1600 

Apr 15,16 Fort Sill Stamp & Coin Show, Sand- 
piper fnn. (580) 355-7135 
Apr 22 Prince of Peace Easter Pageant, 

Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge, (530) 429- 
3361 

MUSKOGEE 

MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 

Five Civilized Tribes Museum Agency Hill at 
Honor Heights Drive. Mar 5-31 : Student Art 
Show. Apr 8.9: Outdoor Indian Market. Apr 
8-30: Art under the Oaks Gallery Exhibit. 
{918} 683-1701 

Rotic-o-lci is one of sixty-five photographs 
featured in “Roadworks: Photographs by 
Linda McCartney,'* on display March I - April 
30 at the Oklahonna City Art Museum, 3113 
Pershing Boulevard, (405) 946-4477* One of 
the most sought after rock and roll 
photographers around, McCartney was 
known for her ability to capture the surreal, 
humorous, and genuine moments of life* 
“[These images] are like stills from a kind 
of personal road movie recording a slice of 
my life,” said McCartney, who lost her 
battle with breast cancer in 1 998. 
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Red Earth Wanderer 

For six years he saved part of every paycheck, 

Tucked into an account he labeled “Cruise.” 

Collected brochures, pored evenings over travelogues; 

Then writing, finally, postcards from Naples, Athens, Istanbul. 

Home again, he unpacks wrinkled clothes 
...shirts fragrant with foreign summer 
Empty suitcase slips beneath the bed. 

Pulling on soft, worn boots he taps the soles together; 

Red dust rises in a shaft of sunlight. 

He smiles. It’s good to be home. 

— LaDonna Meinders 

LaDonna Meinders is a poet (iV/ng in Oklahoma City. 


FAIRS & FESTIVALS 

Arrowhead Mall 501 N Main. Apr 7,8: Porcelain 
Artists An Show, Apr 8,9: Okie Whittlers 
Woodcarvers Show. Apr 8-1 6: Art Guild Spring 
Show. (918)683-4100 

Apr 1-30 Azatea Festival* Citywide, (918) 684- 
6302 

Apr 7,8 Qurlters^ Guild Spring Show, SI. Paul 
Methodrat Church, (918) 478-8522 
Apr 15,16 Artist ClothesHne Quilt & Art Show, 

Honor Heights Park, (918) 667-1460 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

The Castle at Muskogee 3400 Fem Mountain. 
Mar 4: Mardi Gras. Apr 13: Cross-Cultural Festi- 
val. (918) 687^3625 

Mar 25 Wild Onion Dinner, Creek Indian Com- 
munity Center, (918) 682-4173 
Apr 15 Easter Egg Hunt, Spaulding Park, [91 8) 
684-6302 

Apr 17 Historical Society Black Town Tours, 

Citywide, (918) 684-6359 
Apr 22 Farmer's Market, Library Parking Lot, 
(918) 487-5474 

Apr 22 Fore Char- 1 -Tee Golf Tournament, 

Muskogee Country Club, (918) 662-3721 
Apr 28-30 Beehrve, Uttle Theatre, (918) 663-4901 

RUNS, RIDES* & WALKS 

Honor Heights Park Apr 15: Flower Power Bike 
Ride, (918) 684-6302. Apr 15: Run for the Aza- 
leas, (918)683-6912 

Apr 29 Kids-For-Kids-Walkathon, Civic Center, 
(918) 687-5445 

Apr 30 Walk for Life, Spaulding Park, (918) 
683-2020 


NORMAN 

MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 

Firehouse Art Center 444 S Flood, Mar 26-Apr 
23: R. Kirk Roush Paintings. Apr 29-May 28: 
Josh Deweese Ceramics Exhibit ^ Workshop. 
(405)329-4523 

Mar 4-24 Young Talent in Oklahoma Art Exhi- 
bition, Lightwell Gallery, (405) 848-0058 

Apr 2-23 Art of Benjamin Harjo Jr., Jacobson 
House Native Art Center, (405) 366-1667 

Apr 15 '89er Day, Cleveland County Historical 
Society Museum, [405) 321-0156 

ON THE STAGE 

OU Campus Mar 2-5: Eating RaouL Mar 24-26, 
30-Apr 2: Come Back to the Five & Dime* 
Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean, Apr 14-16, 20-23: 
Very Heaven. (405) 325-4101 

Apr 13-16 Oklahoma Festival Ballet, Rupel J. 
Jones Theatre, (405) 325-5321 

Apr 15 Thomas Carey & the Cimarron Circuit 
Opera Company Alumni, Catlett Music Cen- 
ter, (405) 364-8962 

FAIRS & FESTIVALS 

Apr 7-9 Medieval Fair, Brandt Park Duck Pond, 
(405) 288-2536 

Apr 16 Festival of Spirituals, First Presbyterian 
Church, (405) 364-8962 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Cleveland County Fairgrounds 601 E Robinson, 
Mar 4: Irish Setters Club Dog Show, (405) 321 - 
2589, March 18,19: Antique Sate & Rea Market, 
(405) 360-4721 


Mar 4 7th Annual Mardi Gras Parade, Down- 
town, (405) 329-5108 

INDIAN EVENTS 

Apr 14*15 Stomp Dance & Contest Powwow, 

Uoyd Nobfe Arena, (405) 325-5321 

RUNS, RIDES & WALKS 

Mar 25 6th Annual Fine Arts Classic Run* 

Owen Reid, (405) 325-51 73 

OKLAHOMA CITY 

MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 

Black Liberated Arts Center 4024 N Lincoln, 
Mar 1 1 : My Lord, What a Morning— The Ufe 
Story of Marian Anderson, Mar 18: Edward 
Hudson Jr. Apr 8: Three Divas. Apr 29: Barbara 
Geary. (405) 524-3800 

City Arts Center 3000 Generai Pershing Blvd. 
Mar 2-Apr 8: Associations IN— Tenant Art Orga- 
nizations Exhibit. Mar23-Apr29: Elizabeth 
Layton— face to Face. Apr 22-May 20: Vision 
Makers, (405)951-0000 

Individual Artists of Oklahoma 1 N Hudson. 
Mar 4-1 8: Biting the Apple. Mar 4-18: Neal 
Putnam: Evocations. Apr 7: Cameron Eagle. 
Apr 7-May 27: Mixed Media X. (405) 232-6060 
Natl Cowboy Hall of Fame 1700 NE 63rd St. 
Mar 18: Cowboy Poetry Gathering featuring 
Baxter Biack. Apr 28,29: Opening of the Joe 
Grandee Museum of the Frontier West Gallery. 
(405) 478-2250 

ON THE STAGE 

Carpenter Square Theatre 400 W Sheridan, 
Mar 1-11: Travels with My Aunt. Mar 24- Apr 18: 
Kindertransport. (405) 232-6500 
Jewel Box Theatre 3700 N Walker. Mar 8- Apr 2: 
Moon over Buffalo. Apr 19- May 13: Vanities, 
(405)521-1786 

Oklahoma Children's Theatre 3000 General 
Pershing Blvd. Mar 23-Apr 7: The Sorcerer^s 
Apprentice. Apr 2 7 -May 1 2: The Adventures of 
Robin Hood4405) 951-0011 
Oklahoma City University 2501 N Blackwelder. 
Mar 2-5: Tartuffe. Mar 30-Apr 2: The Little 
Prince. (405)521-5227 

Rose State Performing Arts Theater Mar 3,4: 
Navah Perlman and Giora Bernstein, Mar 24,25: 
An Evening with Maureen McGovern, Mar 31 ■ 
Apr 1 : A Serenade to Youth with Mimi Stillman. 
Apr 21 ,22: Season Rnale. (405) 733-7960 
The Blue Door 2805 N McKinley. Mar 3: Ellis Paul. 
Mar 10: Emily Kaitz and Michael Veitch. Mar 1 1 : 
Terri Hendrix Mar 25: Sill Kirchen. Apr 7: Lucy 
Kaplansky. Apr 1 6: The Great Divide & Friends. 
Apr 21 : Michael Fracasso. (405) 524-0738 
Mar 1 -5 Shakespeare in the Park: Julius Cae- 
sar, StageCenter, (405) 340-1222 
Mar 1 1 * Apr 8 Greater Oklahoma Bluegrass 
Music Society Concert/Jam, Community 
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Center, Midwest City, (405) 485-2370 

FAIRS & FESTIVALS 

Mar 24,25 Scottish Heritage Festival, Midwest 
City. (405) 737-4962 

Apr 25-30 34th Annual Festival of the Arts, 

Downtown, (405) 270-4848 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Myriad Botanical Gardens Reno & Robirtson. Apr 
1 : Southern Living Gardening School. Apr 7,8: 
Rant & Garden Sale. (405) 297-3995 

Omniplex 2100 NE 52nd St. Mar 1-Apr 30: 
Omnidome Theater — Everest. Mar 1-Apr 30: 
Remember the Children — Daniel’s Story. Mar 3- 
Apr 2: Oklahoma Art Guild Spring Show. Mar 
31 , Apr 1 : Rairie Dance Theatre & Friends. Apr 
7-May 8: Contemporary Quilters Art Show. (405) 
602-6664 

Apr 15 7th Annual Open Car Show, Classic Auto 
Parts. (405)631-4400 

LECTURES & WORKSHOPS 

Mar 4 The Next Century of Plant Discoveries 
Symposium, Myriad Botanical Gardens, (405) 
297-3995 

Apr 28,29 Grandee Rendezvous: Symposium- 
Conquest of the American West, Nat’l Cow- 
boy Hall of Fame, (405) 478-2250 

STILLWATER 

ACROSS THE BOARD 

Gardiner Art Gallery OSD Campus. Mar 26-Apr 
5: Student Invitational Exhibition. Apr 9-19: 
Spring Graphic Design Portfolio Exhibition. Apr 
24-May 6; Annual Juried Student Exhibition. 
(406) 744-6016 

Payne County Expo Center Fairgrounds Road. 
Mar 24,25: Oklahoma & Texas Longhorn Show. 
(405) 377-1275. Apr 3-8: State Holstein Cattle 
Show. (405) 377-1275. 

Mar 2-5 Five Women Wearing the Same 
Dress, OSU Theatre. (405) 744-9208 

Apr 6-16 The Children’s Hour, Town and Gown 
Theatre. (405) 372-9122 

Apr 15 Run for the Arts — Fine Arts & Jazz Fes- 
tival, Courthouse Lav\ffi, (405) 747-8084 

Apr 27-30 Tumbleweed Calf Fry, Country Club 
and Lakevlew Roads, (405) 377-0075 

TULSA 

MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 

Alexandre Hogue Gallery College & Fifth 
Street. Mar 1 -31: Peng and Chi— Sculpture & 
Painting. Apr 7-28: Gussman Annual. (918) 
631-2202 

Philbrook Museum of Art 2727 S Rockford Rd. 
Mar 1 -Mar 26: The Hollywood Portraits of 
George Hurrell. Mar 1-June 11: God, Saints, 
and Heroes — Prints from the Permanent Col- 


lection. Mar 2-Apr 20: Life Drawing. Mar 9: 
The Hardman Art History Lecture Series— The 
1 9th Century in France and America. Mar 26- 
Jun 18: Land of the Winged Horsemen— Art in 
Poland. 1572-1764. Apr 20: Egg-stra Special. 
Apr 22: Easter Egg Hunt. (918) 749-7941 
April 23-June 27 Needle Art of Oklahoma, Int’l 
Linen Registry Foundation, (918) 622-5223 

ON THE STAGE 

Heller Theatre 5328 S Wheeling. Mar 2-11: Pri- 
vate Eyes. Mar 17: Spring Break Crack Up!— 
Laughing Matter Improv. Apr 6-15: Waltzing on 
Rowers. (918) 746-5065 

P.A.C.E. Theatre 10300 E 81st St. Mar 5: 
Macbeth. Mar 10: The SInfonIa with Music of 
Rogers, Hart, and Hammersteln. Mar 24,25: 
38th Annual Red Glove Revue — A TREK thru 
the 20th Century. (918) 628-1800 
Trinity Episcopal Church 501 S Cincinnati. Mar 
14: Irish Music with Stephanie Swinnea. Mar 
21 : Coventry Chorale. Apr 4: Tulsa Children’s 
Chorus. Apr 1 1 : Organist William Brice. Apr 25: 
Tulsa Opera Previews Tosca. (918) 582-4128 
Tulsa Performing Arts Center 1 10 E 2nd St. 
Mar 3,4: Anam. Mar 4-10,12: Tulsa Opera 
Manon — Story of Love & Betrayal. Mar 10-18: 
Complete Works of William Shakespeare 
Abridged. Mar 17.18: Philharmonic Pops — 
Doc Severinsen. Mar 19: Swingtime. Mar 30- 
Apr 2: One Night. Apr 7-9: Carmina Burana. 
Apr 7-15: Gin Game. Apr 28-May 6: Ups To- 
gether, Teeth Apart. April 29: Tosca. (918) 596- 
7111 

Mar 2-5 The Jungal Book, Spotlight Children's 
Theatre. (918) 587-5030 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Expo Square 21st & Pittsburgh. Mar 10-12: 
Greater Tulsa Antiques Show. Mar 1 8. 1 9: Glass 
Show & Sale. (91 8) 744-1 1 1 3 
Tulsa Garden Center Apr 1 ,2: Orchid Show & 
Sale. Apr 6,7: Spring Garden Market. (918) 
746-5125 

OUT & ABOUT 

MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 

Price Tower Arts Center Bartlesville. Mar 1-26: 
Athletes: The Essence of Action. Apr 1 -May 1 : 
Frank Uoyd Wright. (918) 336-4949 
Mar 25 109th Anniversary of Yukon, Historical 
Society Museum. Yukon, (405) 350-7810 
Apr 9-30 Photography Competition & Exhibit, 
819 E Central. Ponca Oty. (580) 765-974 

ON THE STAGE 

Center for Performing Arts Tahlequah. Mar 27: 
Green Country Jazz Festival. Apr 6: Radio 
Days. Apr 15: Sandy Duncan. (918) 456-551 1 
The Pollard Theatre Guthrie. Mar 4: The Four- 
Poster. Apr 7-May 14: The Unsinkable Molly 



Inter-TVibal Designs 

Come by for that unique Native 
American item. We carry Native 
American-made jewelry, including 
Oklahoma’s largest selection of Concho 
Belts, Kachinas by Oklahoma’s Johnny 
Burgess, and one-of-a-kind Christmas 
ornaments. Share the season with a gift 
of Native American culture. 




1501-03 N. Portland 
Oklahoma City, OK 73107 
(405)943-7935 800-943-7935 
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Fourteen Years Dental 
Implant Experience 

■ 

Ten Years Teaching: 
Crown, Bridge, and 
Restorative Dentistry 
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Jeffrey T. 

McCormick DDS 

Charter Commons Office Park 
304 NW 13th St. 

Suite 100 
OKC.OK 73103 
405-232-0303 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


CALENDAR 


MISCELLANEOUS 

FREE DEBT RELIEF 
Not a loan. Not bankniptcy. Lower 
payments and interest instantly. Private. 
Call Amerix now. 

(800) 847-5912 (ext. 4252). 

JEFF MCCORMICK, DDS 
Fourteen years dental implant services. 

Ten years teaching. Crown, bridge, and 
restorative dentistry. OKC, OK 
(405) 232-0303. 

MUSEUMS & SHOPS 

INTER-TRIBAL DESIGNS 
Native American-made jewelry. Concho 
belts, Kachina s, one-of-a-kind Christmas 
ornaments. OKC, OK (405) 943-7935. 

JASMINE MORAN 
CHILDREN'S MUSEUM 
Exhibits and outdoor play area. Great 
hands-on fun! Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m, Seminole, OK (405) 382-0950, 

RESTAURANTS 

PETERS PLACE 

Family-style Italian cuisine, served in 
unselfish portions. Microbrewery, 
banquet facilities, Krebs, OK 
(918)423-2042 

OKIAHCMA 

TDE^ 

THE MAGAZINE OF OKLAHOMA 

CLASSIFIED RATES 

IX 3X 6X 
$4.00 $3.50 $3.00 

Rates are per word per issue. Abbrevia^ 
tions and zip codes count as one word. 
Hyphenated words count as two words. 

To reserve your classified call 
(800) 777-1793, or mail your classified 
with payment to: Classified Department, 
Oklahoma Todavi P.O, Box 53384, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73152, 


Brown. (405) 292-2800 

Simmons Center Theater Duncan. Mar 1.3: 
Barbershoppers, Mar 2: The Cruz Brothers. Apr 
1: David Hoolen and Friends. Apr 7-15: Bus 
Stop. (580)658-6017 

UCO Edmond Mar 26: Concert Series: Hayden 
Trio. Apr 10: Edgar Allan Poe: Once upon a Mid- 
night. (405) 340-3500 

Mar 2-4 Little White Lies, Community Center, 
Sarttesville, (918} 337-2787 
Mar 3 The Mischief Maker, High Schoot. 
Duncan, (580)252-4160 

Mar 3-5,10,1 1 A Few Good Men, Ponca Play- 
house. Ponca City, (580) 765-5360 
Mar 24,25 Grant’s Early- Bird Blyegrass Show, 
Fairgrounds, Hugo. (580) 326-5598 
Mar 24- Apr 8 Blithe Spirit, Community Theatre, 
Uwton, {580) 355-1 600 

Mar 31 -Apr 8 Plaza Suite, Southwest Play- 
house. Clinton, {580} 323-4448 
Apr 1 The Platters with the Marvelettes, 
Poncan Theatre, Ponca City, {580} 765-G943 
Apr 6-8 Redbud Jazz Festival, Northern Okfa- 
homa College, Tonkawa, {580} 628-6366 
Apr 6-9,14-16 Not Now, Darling, Boomtown 
Theater, Drumhght, (918) 352-2236 
Apr 7,8,13-16 Steel Magnolias, Communiiv 
PJayhouse, Broken Arrow, (918) 258-0077 
Apr 14-22 You Can’t Get There from Here, 
Community Theatre, Sapulpa, (918) 227-2169 
Apr 28-30 A Saturday Night Live Review, 
Stage Door Theatre, Yukon, (405) 681 -5263 

INDIAN EVENTS 

Apr 11-15 American Indian Symposium, Uni- 
versity Center, Tahlequah, (918) 456-551 1 
Apr 27-29 Indian Festival & Powwow, High 
School Gym, Talihina, {918} 567-2639 

RODEO St HORSE EVENTS 
Lazy E Arena Guthrie. Mar 10-12: Timed Event 
Championship of the World. Apr 21.22: '89er 
Days PBCA Rodeo. (405) 282-7433 
Mar 3-6 Jackson County Jr. Livestock Show, 
Expo Center. Altus, (580) 482-0210 
Mar 8-11 Pittsburg County Jr. Livestock 
Show, Expo Center McAlester (918) 423- 
4120 

Mar 9-11 Pushmataha County Livestock 
Show, Fair BuiEding, Antlers, (580) 298-2488 
Apr 7-9 Triangle Horse Sales, Heart of Okla- 
homa Expo Center. Shawnee. (405} 275-7020 

FAIRS Sc FESTIVALS 

Mar 4 Hamfest Civic Center, Elk City, (580) 225- 
2666 

Mar 17,18 Wearin’ of the Green Irish Festival, 

Community Center/Park Grounds, Broken Ar- 
row. (918) 252-5241 

Apr 1 Ardmoredillo Chili Cook-off, Main Street, 
Ardmore. (580)221-5118 
Apr 1,2 Spring Arts and Crafts Festival, Turner 


Falls Park, Davis, (580) 369-2402 
Apr 7,8 Dogwood Days Festival, Downtown, 
Idabel, (580) 286^3305 

Apr 14,15 Year 2000 Old-Time Musio & Craft 
Festival, Blackjack Hills Festival Grounds Park, 
Harrah, {405)391-2338 

Apr 15 An Herbal Affair & Festival, Dowmtown, 
Sand Springs, (918) 245-3221 
Apr 15 Tulips Abloom Festival, Downtown, 
Blackwell, (580) 363-4195 
Apr 22 Herb & Garden Festival, Downtown, 
Jenks, [918)299-4101 

Apr 28-30 Crystal Festival & Celebration of 
Birds, Fairgrounds. Cherokee. (580) 596-3053 
Apr 28-30 Spring Fest, Posey Park, Eufaula, (918) 
689-2791 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Mar IS Fly-A-Kite Saturday, Greenleaf State 
Park. Braggs, (918) 467-7125 
Mar 18 Governor Seay Inaugural Ball, Fair- 
grounds, Kingfisher. (406) 375-51 76 
Mar 25 Guthrie Art Walk, Crtywlde, Guthrie, (405) 
260-2345 

Apr 2 Home Tour, Garrett Historic Home, Fort 
Gibson, {918} 478-3747 

Apr 8-15 Cimarron Territory Celebration, Fair- 
grounds, Beaver, (580) 625-4726 
Apr 11-17 Celebrate the Wind, Citywide, 
Shattuck, (580) 938-281 8 
Apr 15 Clean Up 2000, Sequoyah State Park, 
Wagoner, (918) 772-2108 
Apr 15 Hobo Dinner & Pie Auction, Katy Depot, 
Checolah, (918) 473-5872 
Apr 18-23 'S9er Day Celebration, Downtown, 
Guthrie, (405) 282-2589 

Apr 20-22 ’89er Celebration, Downtown. Lexing- 
ton. (405) 527-631 5 

Apr 22 '@9ers Day Celebration, Canadian County 
Historical Museum, El Reno, (405) 262-5121 
Apr 22 Clean Up Day, Lake Murray State Park, 
Ardmore, {580} 223-4044 
Apr 22 Easter Egg Hunt, Tenkiller State Park. 
V^an, (918)489-5643 

Apr 22 Easter Extravaganza, Greenleaf State 
Park. Braggs, (918) 487-7125 
Apr 22 Volunteer Breeding Bird Counk Roman 
Nose Resort Park, Watonga, (580) 623-7281 
Apr 22,23 Easter Pageant, Kenton. (580) 426- 
2222 

Apr 23 Easter Sunrise Service, Runestone State 
Park, Heavener, (918) 653-7788 
Apr 28 Chisholm Trail Annual Barbecue, Dks 
Lodge, Kingfisher, (405) 375-51 76 
Apr 28^29 Pioneer Days, Downtown, Okemah, 
(918) 623-2440 

Apr 28-30 Shortgrass Rattlesnake Derby, 

Downtown, Mangifm, (580) 782-2434 
Apr 29 Prairie Chicken Celebrationr Fair- 
grounds, Buffalo, (580) 735-2720 
Apr 29,30 Tagged Trout Fishing Derby, Black 
Mesa State Park. Kenton, (580) 426-2222 
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LIVING HISTORY 

Chisholm Trail Museum Kingfisher. Mar 10: Stu- 
dent Living History- Mar 1 1 : Living History Re- 
encampinent on the Chisholm TraJL (405) 375- 
SI 76 

Mar 16-19 The Last Surrender, Fort Townson, 
Fort Townsor. (580) 873-2634 

LECTURES & WORKSHOPS 

Mar 1 1 Water Gardening for Wildlife, Byron 
Hatchery Watchable Wildlife Area, Cherokee. 
[405)521-4616 

Mar 11 Wildlife Photography Saturday, 

Tenkiller State Park. Vian, (918) 489-5643 
Mar ia, Apr 15 Tatting Workshop, Chisholm 
Trail Museum. Kingfisher. (405) 375-51 76 
Apr 14-16 Watchabie Wildlife Weekend, Lake 
Texoma State Park. Kingston, (580) 564-231 1 

RUNS, RIDES, AND WALKS 

Mar 18,19 Western Okie Spokie Mountain 
Bike Classic, Lake Elk City in Elk City, (580) 
225 2453 

Mar 19,20 Vernal Equinox Night & Day Walks, 

Spiro Mounds Road. Spiro, (918) 962-2062 
Apr 15 March for Parks, Fountainhead State 
Park. Eufaula, (918) 689-4607 



For more Calendar listings, visit our 
website at www,oklahomatoday*com. 


Dotes and times are subject ro chonge; p/ecse 
confirm before cjttendng any event The calendar 
is a free service pubkhed on a space-avaihbk 
bosk To be considered, please mail a condse 
notice of tbe event (a separate page for each 
event) that includes date, time, place, address, 
admissm prices, and both a contact telephone 
number and a phone number that can be 
published. Notices must orrfve at Oklahoma 
Today three calendar months prior to publication 
(ie. July-August events must arrive by Aprii / ). 
Send to: Entertoinment Calendar, Oklahoma 
Today, P.O. Box S33B4, Okhhoma Qty, OK 
73 IS2 or fax: (405) 522^588; we cannot, 
however, take listings over the te/ephone. 

Ok/abomo Today (ISSN 0030^1892) is published 
seven times a year: in January, February, March, 
May, July, September, and November by the 
Scote of Oklahoma, Okidhoma Tourism and 
Recreation Department, 15 N Robinson, Suite 
100, P.O. Box 53384, Oklahoma Gty, OK 
73102173 152, (405) 52 1-2496 or (800) 777- 
1 793. Subscnption prices; $ 1 6.95 per year in 
U.S., $26.95 per year outside U.S.U.5 copyh^t 
2000 by Oklahoma Today. Periodkal postage 
paid at Oklahoma City, OK, and additional entry 
offices. POSTMASTER; Send address dionges to 
Okiahoma Today Circulation, P.O. Box S33B4, 
Okhhoma City, OK 73 1 52. 



CHEKOKEE 

HERITAGE 

CENTER 


♦ Living Ancient Village 

♦ Rural Village & Farm 
« Special Events 

^ Cherokee Heritage Tours 

♦ Museum 

♦ Museum Shop 

^ Genealogy Center 


1 - 888 - 999-6007 
South ofTahlequah 
off Highway 62 on WiUis Road 
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Writ Large 


W H AT OKLAHOMA TODAY HAVE LONG BEEN PERPLEXED BY OUR 
governor*® curious signature. So we asked Helen Smart, a master 
graphoanalyst in Edmond and member of the International Graphoanalysis 
Society, to take a quick survey of the handwriting and signatore of Frank 
Keating and a few other well-known Oklahomans, Smart says handwriting 
analysis is an approach to understanding the personality of an individual, and 
her remarks “are really ‘observations,* since a full analysis requires several 
pages of writing,” She also says that while these examples are not complete 
personality assessments, they do provide a quick look into the heads of these 
individuals and — given that this is OUahoma Today's kinnmi Travel Issue^ — 
suggest how they might fare on an excursion. 



H a person who likes to be his own boss, giv- 
ing rather than taking orders, he can still 
be quite tactful in relating with people. 
Since Mr, Worley is something of a loner, 
having him as a traveling partner will de- 
pend on his own wants and time frame. 


r 

rvtowe- 

Jasmine Moran, philanthropist 

P Ms, Moran is a fair-minded, consid- 
erate, friendly person. If she is a 
member of the trip, she will be a 
welcome addition because her 
shyness masks a considerate and 
understanding heart. 






Governor Keating is a man of determi- 
nation and has real staying power. 
Poised and cool, he does not respond 
to emotional appeals. As a traveler, the 
governor is a person who is restless and 
likes physical activity. Ask him on the 
trip, and if it meets his schedule and his 
needs, he will be happy to join you. 



Linda Cavanaugh, news anchor, 



Ms, Cavanaugh stays very involved 
but manages to juggle her responsi- 
bilities and is likely to resist any 
infringement on her freedom of 
thought and behavior. Her restless 
spirit shows she would enjoy travel- 
ing and would be fun on a trip. Let 
Linda have the first word, and she 
just may give you the last. 


Though protective of his privacy and 
image, Mr, Gill is optimistic and 
open minded, A person of quiet 
poise, his motivation is guided by his 
personal needs. Will he be your 
traveling companion? Ask him very 
nicely when he has a free moment, 
but don^t be surprised if he tells you 



Representative Largent*s handwriting 
suggests mental and physical energy, 
and his signature shows a man who is 
self-assured, tactful, and friendly. He 
will not be distracted and knows his 
own mind. If he chooses not to be 
part of your trip, rest assured he 
would give you a smiling, good- 
natured refusal. 
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Stop by and see us next time 
you cross the border. 



At the Oklahoma Transportation Authority we're working to 
make your travel experience more pleasurable. That's why we 
assisted the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department with 
the construction of three tourist welcome centers (just inside the 
Oklahoma border) near Walters, Miami, and Kansas, Oklahoma. 
Come by one of our welcome centers on your next trip. We'll 
give you maps, brochures - and a free cup of coffee. 



Oklahoma Transportation Authority 
S aving Money, Time and Lives 


ENERGY 


A T 1 V E 



N alive Americans have Iraditiannlly revered the earth. And for very good reasons. 
Everything we need in this life comes from the earth. 

Th a I 's esp eciat ly I r u e i n Ok I a h o m a whe re o u r m o s t a b u n d a n t nat u ra I res o u rc e i s 
natural gas. It\s the cleanest^ most efficient form of energy known. 

We depend on it every single day. Truly, the earth has been good to Oklahoma. 

OKL\fKM\ 

mm\L 

Gas 

A DlVt^KM or- 

PURE OK L A n O M A 


